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Draft resolution (A/56/L.32)

(i) Cooperation between the United Nations and
the Organization for Security and Cooperation
in Europe

Report of the Secretary-General (A/56/125)

(J) Cooperation between the United Nations and
the Organization of African Unity

Report of the Secretary-General (A/56/489)

Draft resolution (A/56/L.37)
(k) Cooperation between the United Nations and
the Preparatory Commission for the
Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty
Organization

Note by the Secretary-General transmitting the
report of the Preparatory Commission for the
Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty
Organization (A/56/317)

Draft resolution (A/56/L.38)

(1) Cooperation between the United Nations and
the Organization for the Prohibition of
Chemical Weapons

Note by the Secretary-General transmitting the
report of the Organization for the Prohibition
of Chemical Weapons (A/56/490)

Draft resolution (A/56/L.30)
(m) Cooperation between the United Nations and
the Pacific Islands Forum

Draft resolution (A/56/L.29)

The Acting President: | now call on the
representative of Mali to introduce draft resolution
A/56/L.36.

Mr. Ouane (Mali) (spoke in French): In reference
to the item under consideration, | would like to thank
the Secretary-General for his exhaustive report
contained in document A/56/398. In my capacity as
president of the Group of Islamic States at the United

Nations | would also like to welcome the continued
strengthening of relations between the United Nations
and the Organization of the Islamic Conference (OIC).

In this respect, | have the honour to introduce the
draft resolution contained in document A/56/L.36. The
draft resolution before the General Assembly recalls in
its preambular part all the previous relevant General
Assembly resolutions and emphasizes the importance
of cooperation between the two organizations,
including resolution 3369 (XXX) of 10 October 1975,
in which the General Assembly decided to invite the
OIC to participate in its sessions and work and in those
of the Assembly’s subsidiary organs in the capacity of
observers.

The draft details the reasons for and advantages
of cooperation between the organizations in their
efforts to attain their common goals and objectives,
such as those relating to international peace and
security, economic and social development, self-
determination, decolonization, disarmament and basic
human rights.

In the operative part of the draft resolution, which
has 15 paragraphs, the General Assembly takes note
with satisfaction of the Secretary-General’s report and
also notes with satisfaction the active participation of
the OIC in the actions undertaken by the United
Nations to achieve its purposes and principles
embodied in the Charter. The Assembly also requests
that the United Nations and the OIC continue to
cooperate in questions relating to international peace
and  security, disarmament, self-determination,
decolonization, human rights and economic and social
development. The Assembly also welcomes the efforts
made by the United Nations and the OIC to strengthen
cooperation between both organizations in the areas of
common interests and to review the ways and means
for enhancing the mechanisms of such cooperation. In
the operative paragraphs, the Assembly also commends
the United Nations and the Organization of the Islamic
Conference for its continued cooperation in the field of
peacemaking and preventive diplomacy and notes that
both institutions continue to cooperate closely in the
search for a peaceful and lasting settlement to the
conflict in Afghanistan. The Assembly also welcomes
the efforts of the secretariats of the two organizations
to strengthen information exchange and their
coordination and cooperation in areas of mutual
interest in the political field and their ongoing
consultations with a view to enhancing this
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cooperation. The Assembly also welcomes the periodic
high-level meetings between the secretariats of the
United Nations and the OIC and between senior
secretariat officials of both institutions, and encourages
their participation in important meetings of the two
organizations. The Assembly also recommends the
convening of a general meeting of the representatives
of the secretariats of the United Nations system and the
OIC in 2002. It also recommends the convening a
coordinating meeting in 2002 of focal points of the
organizations and agencies of the United Nations, on
the one hand, and its subsidiary organs and specialized
and affiliated institutions of Organization of the
Islamic Conference, on the other. The Assembly also
encourages the specialized agencies and other bodies of
the United Nations to cooperate all the more closely
with the subsidiary organs and institutions of the OIC
in the priority areas of interest of the United Nations
and the OIC. The Assembly urges the United Nations
and other organizations of the United Nations system to
provide the OIC and its subsidiary organs with
increased assistance, especially on the technical level,
in order to enhance cooperation. The Assembly is
grateful to the Secretary-General for what he has
continued to do for strengthening cooperation and
coordination between the United Nations and its
institutions, on the one hand, and the Organization of
the Islamic Conference and its subsidiary bodies, on
the other, and to thus serve the common interests of the
two organizations in the political, economic, social and
cultural spheres. In this respect, it requests the
Secretary-General to report to the Assembly at the
fifty-seventh session.

These are the fundamental points of the current
draft resolution. I am convinced that the Assembly
will, as in the past, support the draft resolution
contained in document A/56/L.36 — which | have the
honour of introducing on behalf of the Group of
Islamic States — and that, after review, it will adopt it
unanimously.

Mr. Henningstad (Norway): Let me express my
delegation’s satisfaction at seeing, for the first time this
year, cooperation between the United Nations and
regional and other organizations as a single agenda
item. This gives us the opportunity to be more efficient
and have one debate in the General Assembly, but it
also poses the problem that, in the interest of efficiency
and time restraint, it is hard to comment on all the
equally important sub-items on the agenda. This year |

will therefore comment on the cooperation with the
Organization of African Unity (OAU), the
Organization of the Islamic Conference (OIC), the
Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe
(OSCE) and the Inter-Parliamentary Union (1PU).

The fact that Africa is still being ravaged by a
number of armed conflicts, drought and continued
underdevelopment underlines the great importance of
strong and practical cooperation between the United
Nations and the Organization of African Unity. The
OAU Summit held in Lusaka last July made the
important decision to move ahead with the idea of
transforming the OAU into an African Union. The new
Secretary-General, Mr. Amara Essy, is now facing the
formidable challenge of transforming the OAU into a
well functioning organization that meets the huge
aspirations created both by that decision and by the
launching of the New African Initiative, which
subsequently developed into the New Partnership for
Africa’'s Development (NEPAD). Norway believes that
United Nations assistance will be needed to achieve
these ambitious plans. Strengthened cooperation
between the United Nations and the OAU should
further enhance the high ambitions for conflict
prevention and resolution, good governance and
democracy, as well as the economic and social
development of the African nations, as envisaged in the
NEPAD initiative.

The coordinated efforts of the United Nations and
the OAU should be developed further. Many conflicts
on the African continent remain unsolved and could
benefit greatly from ajoint United Nations-OAU effort.
The new NEPAD initiative envisages African leaders
taking the responsibility for peace and conflict
prevention. With that strong commitment of African
leaders to peace, the role of the United Nations should
be a supportive one. Norway will continue to support
the OAU Mechanism for Conflict Prevention,
Management and Resolution and calls for United
Nations technical assistance and for staff exchange
programmes with the OAU.

Norway would also like to mention the
cooperation between the United Nations and the OAU
in connection with the eradication of small arms and
landmines. Norway urges the organizations to
cooperate further to minimize the destruction caused by
mines and small arms. The positive engagement by the
Economic Community of West African States
(ECOWAYS) in agreeing to a moratorium on the sale
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and trafficking in small arms should serve as an
example to others.

Norway commends the Secretary-General and the
Chairman of the Organization of the Islamic
Conference for their commitment to cooperation
between the two organizations, and their efforts to
extend that cooperation to new fields of common
interest. Norway fully supports their search for
solutions to global problems related to international
peace and security, terrorism, disarmament, self-
determination, de-colonization, fundamental human
rights and economic and social development.

Norway would like to stress both the importance
of freedom of religion and belief and the role that
religious communities can play in promoting tolerance
and understanding and in seeking solutions to conflicts.
We welcome the strong statement made by Mr.
Abdelouahed Belkeziz, the Secretary-General of the
Organization of the Islamic Conference after the
terrorist attacks on the United States. He reaffirmed the
organization's position and strongly condemned the
terrorist attacks. Mr. Belkeziz stated that such acts are
diametrically opposed to the religion of Islam and its
teachings.

Through its broad regional influence, the
Organization of the Islamic Conference is a vita
partner for the United Nations. In our view, this
cooperation is crucial in order to break the vicious
cycle of war, terror and misery in Afghanistan. It is
vital that the OIC supports efforts to find a political
solution through a broad-based Government that
includes representatives from all major groups. The
future of Afghanistan must be placed firmly in the
hands of the Afghan people themselves.

We encourage the two organizations to continue
strengthening cooperation in the field of peace-making
and preventive diplomacy. There is a need for a
common vision of the reconstruction of Afghanistan in
aregional context. Steps must be taken in consultation
with Afghanistan’s neighbouring countries. We believe
that the OIC could play a major role in reaching along-
term solution that is acceptable in the region.

An important aspect of the relationship between
the Organization for Security and Cooperation in
Europe and the United Nations is cooperation in the
field. Today well-functioning field cooperation has
been established in many areas of conflict and
instability in the OSCE region. This is clearly

demonstrated in Kosovo. Within the framework of the
United Nations Interim Administration Mission in
Kosovo (UNMIK), the OSCE has the responsibility for
institution building and democratization, fields that are
within the core activities of the OSCE. This division of
labour, based on the comparative advantages of the
respective organizations, ensures that resources are
used in a cost-effective way. Similar cooperation
arrangements based on division of responsibility have
existed in other areas.

The joint efforts of the international community
during the recent crisis in The former Yugoslav
Republic of Macedonia serve as yet another positive
example. In Macedonia, the European Union, the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), the OSCE and
the United Nations have coordinated their efforts to
achieve a negotiated and peaceful settlement of the
conflict. All the organizations play vital roles in the
implementation of the Framework Agreement in The
former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, and
continued coordination is of the utmost importance.

Following the 11 September terrorist attacks,
cooperation in Central Asiais particularly important. In
recent years, the OSCE has established offices in all
five republics. A number of United Nations agencies
also have well-established programmes in those
countries. We should therefore look for ways of
enhancing coordination and identify areas where
synergy can be achieved, and thereby maximize the
impact of the efforts of the international community.

The OSCE will continue to be an essential partner
for the United Nations in the years to come, working
hand in hand with the United Nations in laying the
foundation for economic and social development and in
easing the burden of the world Organization in conflict
prevention and conflict management in the OSCE area.

Norway has closely followed the cooperation that
has developed between the Inter-Parliamentary Union
and the United Nations since the original cooperation
agreement between the two organizations was signed in
1996. We have seen that the cooperation has expanded
substantially during these years, with emphasis on core
issues like peace and security, international law and
human rights, democracy, gender issues and economic
and social development. Today, international
organizations recognize the benefit of developing a
parliamentary dimension. We are convinced that
national parliaments should be a cornerstone of such a



A/56/PV.78

dimension. There is a need for more direct engagement
of parliaments in the substantive issues addressed at
the United Nations.

Thus, we believe there is untapped political
potential in the cooperation between the United
Nations and the IPU. For that reason, we welcome the
Secretary-General’s report (A/55/996), which proposes
specific steps for achieving closer cooperation between
the two organizations. We fully support the
recommendation in his report that the IPU be given a
standing invitation to speak and the right to circulate
documents at the United Nations.

We regret that it has not been possible to adopt a
draft resolution incorporating these recommendations
at this session. However, having noted the
overwhelming support in principle during the debate in
the Sixth Committee for granting observer status to the
Inter-Parliamentary Union, we suggest that we focus on
next year’'s session. Then we will have a new chance to
take this important step forward and confirm our
commitment to enhancing cooperation between the
United Nations and IPU by granting the Inter-
Parliamentary Union both observer status and the right
to circulate documents.

Mr. Jabar (Malaysia): At the outset, my
delegation wishes to convey its appreciation to the
President of the General Assembly at its fifty-fifth
session, His Excellency Mr. Harri Holkeri, for his
commendable proposal to cluster the items on
cooperation between the United Nations and regional
and other organizations; this was a significant step in
streamlining the agenda of the General Assembly. The
decision taken by the General Assembly last year to
cluster those items will certainly contribute to
revitalizing the Assembly’s working methods and to
improving its efficiency. It is our fervent hope that such
efforts will continue under the able stewardship of the
current President, His Excellency Mr. Han Seung-soo.

In our deliberations on item 21, my delegation
wishes to give special attention to the strengthening of
cooperation between the United Nations and three
regional or other organizations, namely the
Organization of the Islamic Conference (OIC), the
Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) and the Pacific
Islands Forum.

My delegation is pleased to note that the
Secretary-General, in his report contained in document
A/56/398, indicates a deepening of relations and

cooperation between the United Nations and the OIC
through high-level contacts, regular consultations and
technical meetings. My delegation is also pleased to
note that the Secretary-General’s report this year is
more substantive and focused in its content. We hope
that future reports will contain suggestions on how
cooperation could be further developed and
consolidated between the two organizations. Both
organizations must continue to explore new dimensions
of cooperation in the field of peace and security as well
as in other fields. The continued consultations on
political matters, especially concerning ongoing
peacemaking efforts in the conflict in Afghanistan and
in the Middle East peace process, have become an
important dimension in the cooperation between the
United Nations and the OIC.

The OIC, founded 32 years ago, was intended not
only to strengthen unity and solidarity within the
Islamic umma — or community — but also to forge
greater cooperation among its members, encompassing
all areas. The OIC fraternity covers a vast geographical
area and a large population dispersed all over the
world. It represents a rich diversity of cultures and
political systems that share the common heritage of
Islam. With the active support of its members, the OIC
has been able to fulfil its role as an important
international institution serving the cause of global
peace and security and striving to work for a better
future for the Muslim community and for humanity as
awhole.

The OIC has amply demonstrated that it is an
instrument in the service of peace, development and
solidarity among the world’s peoples. We are gratified
that the Secretary-General has acknowledged the
positive role played by the OIC and has long
considered the organization to be an important partner
of the United Nations. The States members of the OIC
firmly believe that the United Nations is well placed to
bridge the gap between the Islamic countries and the
rest of the international community through its
mechanisms of dialogue and cooperation.

The report goes on to note that the OIC has
participated actively in meetings of the United Nations
and its subsidiary organs and has entered into
cooperation agreements with various United Nations
subsidiary organs. It is our hope that a memorandum of
understanding to promote collaboration between the
World Food Programme on the one hand and the OIC
and its affiliated organizations on the other will soon
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be formalized. We are gratified that both the United
Nations and the OIC continue to strengthen their
cooperation, in view of the increasingly important role
played by the OIC in the international arena, in
particular with respect to the implementation of the
objectives of the United Nations in the areas of peace
and security, decolonization, human rights, economic
development and technical cooperation.

My delegation notes with satisfaction the
increasing number of cooperative arrangements
between the United Nations system and the OIC and its
specialized and affiliated institutions. The report of the
Secretary-General  has  provided very  useful
information on the level and extent of cooperation
between various United Nations agencies and some of
the specialized and affiliated institutions of the OIC.
Since the signing of a cooperation agreement between
the International Fund for Agricultural Development
and the OIC in 1983, those two organizations have
established close working relations through continued
exchange of information and documents and regular
consultations to promote joint cooperation programmes
in the field of agriculture and rural development.

The convening this year at Cairo of an informal
meeting between the Islamic Development Bank and
the United Nations Conference on Trade and
Development to consider the long-term development
needs of the Palestinian economy was commendable,
and we earnestly hope that the recommendations made
there will be fully implemented.

We are also pleased to note that the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations and the
OIC, through the Islamic Development Bank and the
Statistical, Economic and Social Research and Training
Centre for Islamic Countries, have focused their efforts
on food security and rural development, training in
agricultural policy analysis, trade in agricultural
products, national capacity-building, promotion of
agricultural production, protection of the environment
and promotion of rural communities. A series of
workshops and seminars on agricultural and other
related issues has also been jointly organized. Malaysia
supports those activities, along with others which both
the United Nations and the OI C have identified.

My delegation notes that cooperation between the
United Nations and the IPU has existed since 1947,
when the IPU was granted non-governmental-
organization consultative status with the Economic and

Social Council. That cooperation was further
strengthened with the signing of the cooperation
agreement between the United Nations and the IPU in
1996. The Secretary-General’s report, contained in
document A/56/449, has outlined in detail the level of
cooperation and the various activities undertaken by
the two organizations in the areas of peace and
security, economic and social  development,
international law and human rights, democracy,
governance and gender issues. There is a tremendous
wealth of experience, knowledge and organizational
support that the IPU could offer in that regard.

The IPU is a unique inter-State organization of
national parliaments. The current non-governmental-
organization status accorded to the IPU has very
limited privileges, denying the I1PU the opportunity to
contribute more effectively and systematically to the
United Nations. The General Assembly should
recognize and acknowledge the important contribution
of the IPU to the work of the General Assembly. It is
only fitting that the IPU should be allowed to
participate in the work and activities of the General
Assembly and its subsidiary bodies. My delegation
strongly believes that the IPU should be granted
observer status in the General Assembly in order for
there to be a more meaningful and productive
relationship between the United Nations and the IPU.

My delegation welcomes the inclusion of sub-
item (m) of agenda item 21, entitled “Cooperation
between the United Nations and the Pacific Islands
Forum”, in the agenda of the General Assembly this
year. My delegation supports the establishment of
cooperation between the United Nations and the Pacific
Islands Forum, given the Forum’s commitment to
establishing global partnerships in the interest of world
peace and prosperity for all peoples. We believe that
the two organizations could play an equal role in
complementing and supporting each other in
implementing their obligations, consistent with the
purposes and principles of the United Nations Charter.
It is therefore appropriate that such cooperation should
be given equal importance by the United Nations.

As a dialogue partner of the Forum since 1997,
Malaysia will continue to extend its technical
assistance  through the Malaysian  Technical
Cooperation Programme to assist small and developing
island States. To date, 698 participants from among
Forum member States have taken various short-term
and medium-term courses in Malaysia. Beginning next
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year, the programme will be extended to participants
from the Marshall Islands, Palau and the Federated
States of Micronesia. We hope that this modest
contribution will further enhance our cooperation with
States members of the Forum and will contribute to
strengthening the cooperation between the United
Nations and the Pacific Islands Forum.

In conclusion, my delegation hopes that draft
resolutions A/56/L.36, A/56/L.35 and A/56/L.29 will
receive the full support of the Assembly and will be
adopted by consensus.

Mr. Malofeev (Belarus) (spoke in Russian): The
delegation of the Republic of Belarus attaches
particular importance to the Assembly’'s debate on
cooperation between the United Nations and regional
organizations. In today’'s special international
circumstances, the consolidation of United Nations
global efforts and those of various regional
arrangements has taken on particular significance.
Although nearly three months has passed since the
terrorist attacks against New York and Washington,
D.C., those attacks are still perceived as a monstrous
crime against the people of the United States and
against the whole of humanity. That is why regional
arrangements, as stipulated in the Charter, should assist
the United Nations in resolving matters relating to the
maintenance of international peace and security on the
regional level.

As a member of the House of Representatives of
the Republic of Belarus and a national representative to
the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU), | would like to
address issues of cooperation between the United
Nations and the Inter-Parliamentary Union.

Today we observe actively growing mutual
understanding between the two organizations. Every
year the IPU organizes meetings of high-level United
Nations officials and parliamentarians who are
members of national delegations participating in the
sessions of the General Assembly in order to discuss
major United Nations initiatives and programmes. The
Conference of Presiding Officers of National
Parliaments which took place last fall at United
Nations Headquarters and which adopted a final
declaration was an extremely significant and
memorable event. The declaration stressed the need for
strengthening cooperation between the United Nations
and national parliaments in various areas through the
structures of the Inter-Parliamentary Union. It is worth

mentioning that over the past year the Inter-
Parliamentary Union has adopted a number of
resolutions and implemented a number of measures to
support the United Nations. IPU leaders Ms. Najma
Heptulla and Mr. Anders Johnsson have made an
important contribution to that end.

Today’s discussion will further contribute to the
development of the relationship between the United
Nations and the IPU, for which the necessary
conditions are being established. The Union is
undergoing a process of reform. Several decisions
related to the reform of the IPU have been adopted in
order to strengthen the Union and its relationships with
national parliaments.

We are convinced that inviting the IPU to
participate in the work of the General Assembly, as
recommended by the Secretary-General, Mr. Kofi
Annan, in his report of 26 June 2001 (A/55/996),
would be an important landmark in strengthening
cooperation between the United Nations and [PU.
Belarus hopes that a draft resolution to that effect will
be adopted upon the completion of negotiations on the
text.

In developing cooperation with the Inter-
Parliamentary Union, the National Assembly of the
Republic of Belarus attaches great importance to the
establishment of stable relations with the parliamentary
structures of the Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe and the Council of Europe.
Exchanges of views with representatives of those
organizations have been intensified. There are ongoing
discussions on the most important issues relevant to
our relations. We consider such dialogue to be
important for the full integration of the parliamentary
structures of the National Assembly of Belarus, whose
members were democratically elected in 2000, into the
European parliamentary system.

Now, | wish to say a few words about some issues
of common concern. Unfortunately, mankind has
entered the new millennium having inherited a heavy
burden of serious problems. One of them is terrorism in
its various forms and manifestations, which has
become a clear threat to international security. Sadly,
the geography of terrorist acts is expanding as well.

Thinking back to the crimes committed against
the people of the United States on 11 September,
crimes that shocked the world, | would like to observe
that the people of Belarus, along with the rest of the
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civilized world, learned with profound sorrow and
indignation the news of those terrible crimes, which
were of a kind that the world had never before
experienced. The Republic of Belarus expressed its
deepest condolences to the people of the United States
and to all countries which lost citizens as a result of the
tragedy.

The success of the international community’s
efforts to eliminate the root causes of terrorism
depends, first of all, on the coordination and
consolidation of the efforts of all States. The United
Nations has now become the focal point for global
efforts to eradicate this evil. We believe that the
Organization should play a special role in developing
the international community’s strategy and tactics in
the fight against terrorism.

The National Assembly of the Republic of
Belarus has never relaxed its attention with respect to
setting up a reliable domestic legislative shield for
countering terrorism. Suffice it to say that on 1 October
2001 the Republic of Belarus deposited at United
Nations Headquarters its instrument of ratification of
the International Convention for the Suppression of
Terrorist Bombings of 15 December 1997, which had
been ratified earlier by the Belarus Parliament. Belarus
became the twenty-eighth State party to that
Convention. In the course of the current session,
Belarus signed the last of the 12 international
conventions on terrorism, the Convention for the
Suppression of the Financing of Terrorism. The
National Assembly of the Republic of Belarus intends
to ratify that document in the near future.

Consideration of draft legislation on fighting
terrorism, submitted on the initiative of the President of
the Republic of Belarus, has become an important
focus of the activities of Belarus parliamentarians. It is
evident that all branches of power in Belarus are
determined to fight all manifestations of terrorist
activity. We intend to continue intensive work in that
area.

Today, unity, solidarity, determination and
steadfast action are the international community’s
trump cards in fighting terrorism. As one of the
countries that suffered terribly from the horrors and
deprivations of the last world war, the Republic of
Belarus also endorses the views of many other nations
on the unacceptability of transferring blame and
responsibility from individual persons and groups of

people to entire peoples and States. However military
action may now develop, thousands of inhabitants of
poor and underdevel oped countries will become its first
victims. That is why today as never before politicians
should be extremely balanced and sober in taking
decisions on the use of military force. We are all
responsible before humankind for preserving global
peace and stability and for preventing a new world war.

Our country has also contributed to the cause of
disarmament and the preservation of universal peace.
We are against the development of new weapons
systems, especially those of a global nature. The
Republic of Belarus has voluntarily renounced its
status as a nuclear nation and has withdrawn all nuclear
weapons from its territory. A few years ago Belarus
proposed the establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free
zone in Central and Eastern Europe and an agreement
not to deploy nuclear weapons in countries where they
are not deployed at present. We believe that in the near
future, if not today, the majority of European nations
will support those initiatives.

Speaking here today as a representative of the
National Assembly of the Republic of Belarus and as a
member of the delegation of Belarus at the current
session, | would like to assure Member States and the
Secretary-General, Mr. Kofi Annan, of our continued
adherence to the principles of constructive partnership
with the United Nations and with regional structuresin
the name of the noble goal of ensuring international
peace and security and strengthening the well-being of
all our peoples.

Mr. Boisson (Monaco) (spoke in French): This
year, the Government of the Principality has decided to
focus its statement on the cooperation between the
United Nations and the International Organization of la
Francophonie (OIF), because this cooperation covers
an increasing number of areas in a spirit of exemplary
complementarity and coordination.

Undoubtedly, the fact that the Secretary-General
of the OIF was formerly our Secretary-General at the
United Nations certainly contributes to this spirit and
to the harmony in reflection, discussion and action
between both organizations.

The delegation of the Principality of Monaco,
which is a member of the OIF, took note of the report
of the Secretary-General, a very precise and broad-
ranging report on the cooperation between the United
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Nations and the International Organization of la
Francophonie, with growing interest as we read it.

Over the past two years, since the adoption by the
General Assembly of resolution 54/25 on 15 November
1999, the consultations between both inter-
governmental institutions have increased not only in
number but also, and above all, in quality. My initial
reaction is therefore to express my satisfaction and
warm congratulations to the Secretaries-General of
both organizations and the officials and staff
responsible for carrying out this cooperation, both in
New York, at the headquarters of the OIF in Paris and
also, of course, within the member States, where these
joint efforts actually take place. Whether they concern
preventive diplomacy and the consolidation of peace or
the promotion of human rights and economic, social
and cultural development, these enterprises and actions
have taken on a new and dynamic dimension that is
both appreciable and appreciated.

Since the eighth Summit of Heads of State and
Government of Countries Using French as a Common
Language, held in September 1999 in Moncton,
Canada, the dimension and political role of the
International Organization of la Francophonie have
undoubtedly expanded. Its actions, particularly in
Africa, have been undertaken with competence and
determination. We welcome this fact, because the
consequences have been useful and beneficial.

The cooperation between the two organizations
with regard to electoral assistance and support for
democracy also seems very encouraging. Thanks to
their coordination, their complementarity is excellent.
The measures aimed at increasing this cooperation,
developed during the meetings of senior officials of the
two departments concerned on 5-6 March 2001, should
undoubtedly allow the strengthening of that
complementarity while increasing the number of
effective or potential initiatives.

In the economic, social and cultural spheres,
areas in which the OIF and its executive agency have
long experience and high qualifications, the OIF has
been developing a sound partnership with the United
Nations and its specialized institutions, including the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO), that benefits the member
States of both organizations. The decisions and
implementation of the action plans of the recent world
conferences, and the special sessions of the General

Assembly, in which the International Organization of la
Francophonie took part, indicate the common will of
both institutions to act together and in a concrete way
to face the challenges of our world, primarily those of
violence, poverty and ignorance.

| would also like to emphasize the very successful
joint initiatives and measures undertaken by both
international entities in the spheres of information and
communication. The use of electronic communication
was, in particular, the subject of joint training sessions
organized in October 2000 and April 2001. This was a
very positive initiative. Likewise, the cooperation
undertaken by the United Nations Institute for Training
and Research and the Agency of La Francophonie, in
the form of joint training programmes for international
civil servants with regard to the implementation of
environmental legislation in the form of distance
learning programmes, are excellent examples that
should certainly be encouraged.

Finally, the pragmatic, effective approach that
seems to inspire cooperation between both
organizations in specific areas of international action in
which they are both involved appears to us to be
essential more than ever today We cannot but hope for
their strengthening and further development, as called
for in the draft resolution co-sponsored by the
Principality of Monaco and ably presented by the
representative of Lebanon, a country that next year will
host the Summit of La Francophonie. We sincerely
hope that this text will enjoy the broadest possible
support of the international community, because,
beyond the linguistic cooperation that it symbolizes, it
may inspire and serve as a model for inter-institutional
cooperation that is now being planned or is in the
process of being reviewed with a view to renewing
inter-relations and working methods.

| would like to note with satisfaction the meeting
in December in Lisbon, Portugal, attended by the
Secretaries-General and Executive Secretaries of the
Community of Portuguese-Speaking Countries, the
Latin Union, the Organization of Ibero-American
States for Education, Science and Culture and, of
course, the International Organization of la
Francophonie.

| would also like to take this opportunity to
extend my best wishes to the Secretary-General of the
OIF, His Excellency Mr. Boutros Boutros-Ghali, and
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express our his dedication and

commitment.

appreciation for

These institutions bring together 79 Governments
and represent 1.2 billion men and women on the five
continents. They have indicated a strong willingness to
cooperate in essential disciplines such as new
technologies and language education, with a view to
promoting cultural diversity and multi-lingualism.

Ms. Garcia (Philippines): This session’s
consideration of the sub-item on cooperation between
the United Nations and the Inter-Parliamentary Union
(IPU) is of particular importance as we consider the
adoption of a draft resolution that calls for a decision to
be taken at the fifty-seventh session on the modalities
for a new and strengthened relationship between these
two organizations. It is my delegation’s hope that our
discussion this year will serve as a useful input to next
session’s deliberations.

My delegation has long valued the relationship
between the United Nations and the IPU as an
important element in promoting multilateral diplomacy.
For many of us, diplomacy will be greatly enhanced if
our legislative branches have greater input in
promoting international cooperation through the United
Nations, as well as a role in cultivating a greater
understanding among Governments and peoples.

An item of particular significance is that the IPU
can channel to the United Nations more diverse views,
such as those expressed in parliamentary debates and
discussions at the IPU. In addition, it can play a
significant role in promoting parliamentary awareness
and action in support of our work at the United
Nations, as well as provide support for parliaments,
with the aim of increasing their capacity to fulfil their
legislative and oversight functions in matters that are
subject to international cooperation at the United
Nations. Through its close cooperation with the United
Nations Development Programme, the IPU can also
continue to contribute to the promotion and
development of representative institutions of
democracy, as well as offer a parliamentary perspective
on developmental matters.

The importance of the continued and strengthened
relationship between the United Nations and the IPU
was clearly recognized last year. At the conclusion of
the first-ever Conference of Presiding Officers of
National Parliaments, held immediately prior to the
Millennium Summit, the Parliamentarians, through
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their Declaration entitled “Parliamentary vision for
international cooperation at the dawn of the third
millennium”,  pledged their commitment to
international cooperation with the United Nations.
Subsequently, the various heads of State and
Government, through the Millennium Declaration,
resolved to strengthen further cooperation in various
fields between the United Nations and national
parliaments through the PU.

More recently, my delegation notes the
significance of the observation contained in the IPU
Council report of April 2001 suggesting that the
relationship between the IPU and the United Nations
should bring a parliamentary dimension to the United
Nations and permit the United Nations to cooperate
with parliaments through the IPU.

My delegation thus welcomes the report of the
Secretary-General on cooperation between the United
Nations and the Inter-Parliamentary Union and his
recommendations on the modalities for strengthening
this relationship. My delegation is confident that at the
next session of the General Assembly we can agree on
specific modalities enabling the IPU to contribute its
valuable and important experience to the work of the
United Nations, especially the General Assembly.

The Philippine executive and parliamentary
branches enjoy a close relationship in the field of
multilateral diplomacy, particularly on issues addressed
by the United Nations. Indeed, our delegations to the
regular sessions of the General Assembly always
include a significant number of legislators. Philippine
parliamentarians also constitute part of our delegations
to international meetings and conferences. Most
recently, a Philippine Senator headed our delegation to
the General Assembly’s special session on the review
and appraisal of the implementation of the Habitat
Agenda.

It is in this context that the Philippines will
continue to support efforts to bring about a new and
strengthened relationship between the United Nations
and the Inter-Parliamentary Union.

Mr. Davis (United Kingdom): Last year, at the
Millennium Summit, our leaders pledged unanimously
to work together to make our world more peaceful,
more prosperous and more just. That is an enormous
challenge. While the United Nations, the most
universal and most representative organization in the
world, isideally suited to play the central rolein rising
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to that challenge, it needs all the help it can get. That is
why cooperation with regional and other organizations
is so vitally important to the work of the United
Nations.

In that regard, the United Kingdom fully supports
the contribution made this morning by the
representative of Belgium on behalf of the European
Union. We are also glad to have an opportunity to
support the Secretary-General’s recommendation that
the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) be granted
observer status here at the United Nations. We very
much hope that next year the procedures can be
properly followed to alow action to be taken to
achieve that goal.

The United Kingdom also welcomes the report
published by the Secretary-General in August in
response to the resolution adopted by the General
Assembly at its fifty-fifth session about cooperation
between the United Nations and the Council of Europe.
| would, however, like to add a few words of my own,
in my capacity as leader of the United Kingdom
delegation to the Parliamentary Assembly of the
Council of Europe, and a Vice-President of that
Assembly.

It is exactly 50 years since the Council of Europe
sighed an agreement of cooperation with the United
Nations. Much has been done in the meantime, but |
should like to highlight a number of areas of
cooperation between the United Nations and the
Council of Europe during the past year.

First, following the monstrous events of 11
September, the Council of Europe has shown its
determination to fully contribute to the international
action against terrorism. The United Nations, of course,
has a pivotal role. But the Council of Europe's
contribution  will support and sustain, where
appropriate, and with other multilateral forums, the
international strategy to combat terrorism. In that
campaign we will make full use of our own special
assets, in particular our conventions, our legal
instruments and, with a total of 43 member States, our
pan-European character.

Secondly, | should mention the Council of
Europe’s contribution to United Nations activities in
Kosovo. We have continued to help the United Nations
Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK)
in matters of legislation and reform, especially in legal
and judicial areas, and with a particular focus on

human rights. The cooperation between the two
organizations culminated in November with the
elections to the new Kosovo Assembly. At the request
of the United Nations, we provided a mission for the
observation of the electoral process, in which Council
of Europe parliamentarians participated. The fact that
the operation was so successful serves to highlight
once again the value of cooperation between the United
Nations and the various regional and other institutions.

In Bosnia, too, the Council of Europe has worked
with the United Nations to play an important practical
role, once again particularly on human rights issues.
Our legal experts have worked with the United Nations
Mission in Bosnia and Herzegovina on, among other
things, human rights legislation and prison reform. The
two organizations are working together to ensure that
Bosnia and Herzegovina's own membership of the
Council of Europeis not far away.

| should also mention the close cooperation that
has developed between the Council of Europe and the
Economic Commission for Europe (ECE). Following
the accident in Romania, we are working with the
United Nations ECE to look at the transboundary
impact of industrial accidents in terms of water
pollution, and we are also active in the “Environment
for Europe” process.

During the last year, the Council of Europe was
also active, through its European Commission against
Racism and Intolerance, in preparations for the recent
World Conference against Racism. We were entrusted
with the preparation at European level, which included
a successful European Conference against Racism. We
are now focusing on a follow-up to both the European
Conference and the World Conference.

Of course our North-South Centre based in
Lisbon has continued to promote awareness among
Europeans of the problems experienced elsewhere in
the world. This is important because it shows that we
in the Council of Europe are not concerned only with
the affairs of our own continent. We recognize that we
are part of one world, and we are not interested in
developments only in neighbouring regions, such as the
Maghreb and the Middle East, but in the world as a
whole. In the Council of Europe, we stand ready to
work with other regional organizations to fulfil the
ideals of the United Nations.

Other delegations have referred to other
organizations in their speeches, but our conclusion
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seems to be the same: that the United Nations can only
benefit from strong cooperation with regional
organizations — a conclusion with which the United
Kingdom wholeheartedly agrees.

Ms. Ndhlovu (South Africa): The Secretary-
General’s report on Cooperation between the United
Nations and the Organization of African Unity (OAU)
makes many important observations and
recommendations. My delegation has taken note of the
report and believes that this report is useful, because it
can only lead to stronger cooperation between the two
organizations. We thank him most sincerely for his
tireless efforts in advancing the cause of the developing
world, especially Africa.

My delegation also wishes to congratulate the
President on his leadership. We have no doubt that,
under his stewardship, the affairs of the Assembly will
be conducted in a commendable manner.

At the dawn of this new millennium, Africa has
responded to the call for a continental sustainable
development plan. This response has come at the right
moment, when the continent is poised for a
renaissance, both at the institutional level, symbolized
by the soon-to-be-launched Africa Union, and at the
social, economic and developmental level, epitomized
by the New Partnership for Africa's Development.
There is a symbiotic relationship between the two
initiatives because the African Union will serve as the
strategic mechanism to advance the objectives and
programmes of the New Partnership for Africa’'s
Development.

Africa also recognizes that it has to enter into
partnership with the rest of the world to secure support
for the rebirth of the continent. By strengthening its
cooperation with the Organization of African Unity
(OAU)/African Union, the United Nations will play a
pivotal role in Africa’s renewal. Both the Constitutive
Act of the African Union and the New Partnership for
Africa’s Development complement the Millennium
Declaration, by which Member States of this body
committed themselves to responding to the special
needs of Africa. The objectives of the Millennium
Declaration and those of the New Partnership for
Africa’s Development are best captured by the

Declaration issued by the heads of States and
Government, which affirmed “our faith in the
Organization and its Charter as indispensable
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foundations of a more peaceful, prosperous and just
world.” (resolution 55/2, para. 1)

Today we address this body with great hope and
excitement, because there is a new dawn breaking in
Africa. Africans have decided to shine the light of
prosperity on themselves. We have arrived at the
determination that human rights, democracy, peace,
stability and justice are the fundamental building
blocks of a prosperous continent. We seek to achieve
sustainable development and economic growth by
improving the conditions for economic renewal, as set
out in the New Partnership for Africa’s Development.
The African-owned New Partnership for Africa’s
Development has set developmental goals, clear
objectives, a road map and review mechanisms to
ensure effective implementation and follow-up
strategies for sustainable development programmes.

Since the entry into force of the Constitutive Act
of the African Union, Africa has been looking forward
to the next milestone and the defining moment of a new
era of hope, prosperity and peace on the continent. We
call for international support and assistance to establish
the important organs of the African Union: the Pan-
African Parliament; the Court of Justice; the Economic,
Social and Technical Council; the African Commission
on Peoples and Human Rights; and the Special Organ
for Peace, Stability and Security.

The Constitutive Act of the African Union
contains objectives that coincide with the goals of the
New Partnership for Africa’s Development, the content
of the Millennium Declaration and the provisions of
the United Nations Charter. The most important
objectives of the African Union are to promote peace,
security and stability on the continent; democratic
principles and institutions, popular participation and
good governance; sustainable development at the

economic, social and cultural levels; and the
integration of African economies.
Africa earnestly invites the international

community to take part in a mutually beneficial
partnership on the basis of what we as Africans have
determined is the correct route to our sustainable
development. This is a call for a new relationship
between Africa and the international community,
especially the highly industrialized countries. The
continuous marginalization of the African continent,
due to the process of globalization, has led to the
widening of unequal relations within and between
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countries. Experience shows that there is nothing
inherent in the process of globalization that
automatically reduces poverty and inequality. Africais
thus seeking a partnership that will ensure that it will
play arole in the shaping of the form, content and the
course of globalization, an international partnership
that is characterized by fairness, justice, the promotion
of social progress and better living standards. This is
surely in line with the provisions of the United Nations
Charter, which contains the minimum common
denominator acceptable to all Member States. Africais
an indispensable global resource base on which this
partnership should develop in order to benefit African
people.

The Millennium Declaration has clearly spelled
out the needs for concerted international cooperation in
advancing Africa’'s development. The consensus
reached at the Millennium Summit is to

“support the consolidation of democracy in
Africa and assist Africans in their struggle for
lasting peace, poverty eradication and sustainable
development, thereby bringing Africa into the
mainstream of the world economy.” (ibid.,
para. 27)

Through cooperation between the United Nations
and the Organization of African Unity/African Union,
Africa calls upon the international community to assist
in the efforts aimed at halving poverty by 2015; to
achieve the agreed target of 0.7 per cent of gross
national product for official development assistance; to
assist in debt reduction and debt forgiveness; to
increase private capital flows and investments into
Africa; to support the reform of multilateral financial
institutions to better cater for the needs and concerns of
African countries; and to increase access for African
products to the markets of developed countries.

Africa has embarked upon the extraordinary
measures represented by the Africa Union and the New
Partnership for Africa’'s Development because we have
an urgent need to eradicate poverty and address the
destructive historical effects arising from a legacy of
colonialism, war, conflict and disease. We invite the
international community to join us as we implement
these initiatives that lay the groundwork for a
prosperous Africa that will triumph over the ills of
poverty, disease, underdevelopment and despair. Their
success is dependent on an effective partnership
between government and people, along with the

cooperation of the private sector and a true partnership
with the developed nations that also have Africa’'s
interest at heart. We welcome the initiatives aimed at
assisting Africa to meet the challenges of achieving
sustainable development, such as the G-8 special task
force that will work together with the African Steering
Committee and the African Union secretariat.

A lot of ground has been covered within the
United Nations to promote cooperation with the
OAU/African Union. The sessions of the Economic and
Social Council in Geneva this year were exclusively
devoted to the theme of promoting international
cooperation to promote sustainable development in
Africa. The United Nations maintains a liaison office
with the OAU in Addis Ababa. We are of the view that
if that office could be strengthened, the United Nations
would better be able to achieve its stated intentions in
Africa.  The Economic Commission fo