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Establishment of the International Criminal Court

Note verbale dated 12 April 2002 from the Permanent Mission of
Spain to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General

The Permanent Mission of Spain to the United Nations presents its
compliments to the Secretary-General of the United Nations and, further to its note
verbale dated 11 April 2002 requesting the publication of texts as documents of the
Preparatory Committee for the International Criminal Court, requests that the
enclosed statement be circulated as a document of the General Assembly, under
agenda item 164.

The Permanent Mission of Spain to the United Nations takes this opportunity
to convey to the Secretary-General of the United Nations the renewed assurances of
its highest consideration.
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Annex to the note verbale dated 12 April 2002 from the
Permanent Mission of Spain to the United Nations
addressed to the Secretary-General

[Original: English, French and Spanish]

Statement concerning the creation of the International Criminal
Court issued on 11 April 2002 by the Presidency of the European
Union on behalf of the European Union

Today, at United Nations Headquarters in New York, the requirement of 60
ratifications for the entry into force of the Rome Statute, creating the International
Criminal Court, has been met. The European Union salutes this event, which is a
step of great importance for the defence of fundamental rights of human beings and
for the affirmation of law and justice in the world.

The European Union congratul ates those States whose ratifications have made
possible the establishment of the International Criminal Court and makes an appeal
to other States to join the Statute so that the Court promptly reaches universality.

The European Union, which has actively contributed to the drafting,
development and entry into force of the Rome Statute, reaffirms its commitment to
support the early operation of the International Criminal Court in its seat at
The Hague.

The International Criminal Court, the first great institution to come to life in
the new millennium, will be an essential component in the struggle against impunity
for acts of genocide, crimes against humanity and war crimes, which are serious
crimes of concern to the international community. It deserves the wholehearted
support of all of us.

The Central and Eastern European countries associated with the European
Union, the associated countries Cyprus and Malta, and the EFTA countries members
of the European Economic Area align themselves with this statement.




