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|. Introduction broadly available through the Web site of the Office, is
currently under construction.

1. Thepresentreport, submitted in response to General
Assembly resolution 53/153 is composed of three section% Components two and three:
Sections Il and Ill refer to the implementation of the Plan—" P S . ) )

of Action for the United Nations Decade for Human Rights ~ Strengthening international and regional
Education 1995-2004 and public information activitiesin ~ Programmes and capacities for human
the field of human rights undertaken by the Office of the  rights education

United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights.

Section IV refers to public information activities in the 1. Office of the United Nations High

field of human rights undertaken by the Department of Commissioner for Human Rights

Public Information of the United Nations Secretariat. 4 The Office of the United Nations High @enissioner

for Human Rights has continued to disseminate

; ; information on the Decade and on human rights education
Il Implementatlon of the Plan of Action by answering related inquiries from interested

for the United Nations Decade for representatives of Governments, intergovernmental and

Human Rights Education non-governmental organizations, academic institutions,
students and other individuals, and organizations. Notes

2. Since thefifty-third session ofthe General Assemb&erbales were addressed in June 1999 to all Governments,
when the Assembly considered the previous report of thgwere letters to intergovernmental and non-governmental
Secretary-General on the implementation of the Plan@@anizations, drawing theittention to General Assembly
Action for the United Nations Decade for Human Right§solution 53/153 and soliciting information on their
Education (A/53/313), the Secretary-General has repor@@tribution to its implementation. A specific page
to the Commission on Human Rights on theoncerning the Decade in the Web site of the Office is
implementation of the Plan of Action (E/CN.4/1999/g7periodically updated in order to disseminate related
and on public information activities in the field of huma#formation.

rights, including the World Public Information Campaig.  The Office of the High Commissioner has continued
on Human Rights (E/CN.4/1999/86). The Commission, g technical cooperation activities aimed at strengthening
28 April 1999, adopted a resolution concerning each @tional capacities in the field of human rights, including
those questions Further information on activities relatedhyman rights education and public information. Details of
tothe United Nations Decade for Human Rights Educati@iflese activities are provided in the report of the Secretary-
is contained in the report of the United Nations HigBeneral on advisory services and technical cooperation in
Commissioner for Human Rights to the General Assembfe field of human rights, submitted to the Commission on

at its fifty-fourth session. Human Rights at its fifty-fifth session (E/CN.4/1999/99),
and in the report of the Secretary-General on national

. institutions for the promotion and protection of human

A. Compon_ent one. ASSGSSIHg needs and rights, submitted tothe General Assembly at its fifty-fourth

formulating strategies for human rights session (A/54/336).

education 6. Asindicated in previous reports (see, in particular,

' . . . .. EICN.4/1999/87), the Assisting Comnitias Together
3. TheOffice ofthe United Nations High Commlss_lor_legACT) project was launched in 1998 to assist organizations
for Human Rights is carrying out a survey of existing 4 ingividuals at the local level in carrying out activities
programmesnaterials and orgarations for human rights ;64 at strengthening the promotion and protection of
education at the international, regional, national and quﬁjman rights in local communities. In 1998, 69 individual
levels. Targeted questlonna|r_e_s will be sent _OUt ants totalling approximately US$ 130,000 were awarded
September/October 1999, as a joint effort ofthe Office afifl, \man rights initiatives in 24 countries. Thanks to

the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Culturalygitional voluntary contributiongceived in1999 from

Organization (UNESCO) to all Decade partners. Arelatgly, njted Nations Fund for International Partnerships, a

database, which will make the collected informatiogecond round of ACT project grantsivbe awarded by
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end-1999/beginning 2000. Application materials for thi#ne Arab world (Morocco, February 1999). Letters signed
ACT project and a description of the project in Englishipintly by the High Commissioner for Human Rights and
French and Spanish are available from the Office of thke Director-General of UNESCO were sent to all
High Commissioner. Governments, calling upon Governments to establish

7. In February 1999, the Office organized the sevenfifmprehensive, effective and sustainable national plans of
Workshop on Regional Arrangements for the Promotig#Ction for human rights education (see sect. C below);

and Protection of Human Rights in the Asian and Pacific  (b) Development of human rights educational
Region. Governmental representatives from 29 countrigmterials. These include a manual for human rights
intheregion reaffirmed that, within theregional technicadducation for primary and secondary schodlsiman
cooperation programmein Asia and the Pacificregion, ofeghts: New Dimensions and Challengb$newlinguistic
major area of focus would continue to be human rightersions ofHuman Rights: Questions and Answersd
educatior’ As a follow-up to the Workshop, anlIntroducing Democracy: 80 Questions and Answers
intersessional subregional workshop on human righd€cessto Human Rights Documentation: Documentation,
education in schools and a regional workshop on hum&ibliographies and Databases on Human Righterid
rights education are scheduled to be held, respectively,Directory of Human Rights Research and Training
the Republic of Korea in 1999 and in Japan in early 200hstitutions 4th edition;Human Rights: Major Human
Rights Instruments; Status as at 31 May 13981 others.
ﬁ]ince December 1998, free access to these miiits and
formation on action taken by UNESCO in the field of
uman rights is also available on-line (see
tp://www.unesco.org/human_rights/index.

8. The Office organized jointly with the Council of
Europe, the Organization for Security and Cooperation
Europe (OSCE) and the European Union, a pilot traini
course for field officers on human rights monitoring in Jul
1999. In addition, the Office has substantively contribut '
to several educational activities, such as: (a) internatio ml),

human rights training programmes organized by various (c) Commemoration of the fiftieth anniversary
institutions (e.g., International Institute for Human Rightsy¢the Universal Declaration of Human RightsActivities
France; International_Organi_zation for the De_velopmeri“ this area included an awareness campaign with the
of Freedom of Education, Switzerland; Canadian Humafoqyction of promotional and other materials (posters,
Rights Foundation; Scuola Superiore S. Anna, ltaly; andjendars, publications etc.), the organization of the panel
Essex University, United Kingdom of Great Britain ang,, the theme “Human rights education: building a
Northern Ireland); (b) regional conferences (such as th@jversal culture of human rights” (October 1998), and
three conferences organized by UNESCO DbetwegR ticipation in a series of eight regional seminars
Decembed 998 and February 1999 in Africa, Asia and inyrganized by the Government of France, which concluded
the Arabregion, and an international conference on hUmaN pecember1998 with the gathering at UNESCO

rights education in the Asian and Pacific region whiCReagquarters of various human rights actors in a meeting
gathered together at Osaka, Japan, in November 1988 jscuss the theme “Human rights at the dawn of the
relevantnon-governmental organizations); and (c) SpeCﬁWenty-first century”.

events and other initiatives, such as those highlighted in o ) )
sections I11.C and IV below. 10. The Department of Political Affairs of the United

Nations Secretariat provided extensive information on the
programmes carried out by the United Nations peace-
building support offices in Guatemala, Guinea-Bissau,
9. The United Nations Educational, Scientific angyajtj, Liberia and Sierra Leone.eRent actiities of the
Cultural Organization has been focusing its contributionnjted Nations Mission for the Verification of Human
on three areas, often in close cooperation with the Offiq:@ghtS in Guatemala (MINUGUA) include the production,
of the United Nations High Commissioner for Humany|soin indigenous languages, of radio spots and posters on
Rights: the occasion of the fiftieth anniversary of the Universal
(a) Strengthening human rights education Declaration of Human Rights; the dissemination of
capacities at the national and regional levely/NESCO documents, such as a global agreement on human rights,
organized in 1998/1999 three regional conferences 8t Universal Declaration of Human Rights and human
human rights education in Africa (Senegaked@mber rights reports; and participation in related public events
1998), Asia and the Pacific (India, February 1999) and Rr9anized byuniversities, human rights organizations and

2. United Nations system
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the media. In Guinea-Bissau, the United Nations Peaqmiblic awareness activities concerning the rights diis
building Support Office (UNOGBIS) assisted Movemenof crime and persons belonging to minorities.

of Civil Society in organizing a conference on nationai3 From 1 February to 12 March 1999, the United

reconciliation, which was attended by 300 representativiigions University organized a six-week pilotinternational
frpm all secfnors of society. UNOG_BIS has been workmg man rights course addressiitger alia, economic and
Wl'th t_he Natlonz(ijl EIectoraIdCc_Jmmlssmn Ion az/jva_lr_enessB litical issues, interaional human rightsin the post-cold
election proce uhres, ar']bl IS Cl:)rl_rerr]]ty a \fnsmg _”\ﬁ r world and refugees and human rights. Human rights
Government on the possible establishment of a nationgy pe jncjuded in the future international courses to be

plan of action for human rights which would include apy. ;. hized by the University (see the related Web site at
educational component. The Intational Civilian Mission http://www,

in Haiti (MICIVIH) developed a broad campaign on th‘?[lnu.edu/ic/spring99/index.htm).

occasion of the fiftieth anniversary of the Universa

Declaration of Human Rights, including paintingl4. The World Food Programme (WFP) produced in
competitions for children, a travelling exhibition on thedecember 1998 a brochure on human rights which is
Declaration and on the history of human rights in Haitivailable in Arabic, English, French and Spanish and
debates, film shows, dance and theatrical events, and #figich highlights the role of food aid in relation to the
dissemination of publications and documents. Regulgromotion and protection of human rights, both in
ongoing educational activities of MICIVIH include radiodevelopment and emergency situations, and the related
broadcasts, andthe convening of conferences and semingassk of WFP.

for specific professional groups or on selected issues. The

UNOL has focused on capacity-building activities vis-a-vis 3. Other international organizations

national institutions, such as the Liberia Commission o . . .
ﬂs. The Council of Europe published in June 1999 a

Human Rights or the National Police Academy, and o limi th iahts educati dtraini
advising the Government on the ratification of majoPre 'minary survey ofhumanrights education andtraining
h . : in the member States of the Council of Europe and States
uman rights treaties. . . . : ;
o ~with special guest status, prepared in consultation with the
11. The contribution of the Department of Publi©ffice of the High Commissioner as a contribution to the

Information of the United Nations Secretariat to humagurvey being conducted by the Office and UNESCO (see
rights education and public information is described igect. A above).

section IV below. The United Nations Environmen
Programme (UNEP) is involved in activities geare
towards the promotion of the right of human beings to X ] . X
safe and healthy environment, which is intertwined wit tates in three areas: the development of an international

the realization of the right to life, the right to health, th&Ode Of_ pollfce eth'cfa Itn .tphartlculart_wnhfhrespect_ tﬁt
right to safe and healthy working conditions and the rigrp[rocessmg ofpersonaldata, the promotion oThuman rignts

toadequate housing and food. While developing atios tram_m_g ”1 psllc_:te dacl\?dt_emlesb; g_nd ”}e. (;ollecttl_on and
in environmental matters, UNEP also promotes t ovision 1o Ynite ations podies ot information on

empowerment of citizens and their participation in avery and similar practices.
government decision-making.

6. The International Criminal Police Organization
nterpol) is promoting human rights within its member

. . ) 4. Human rights institutes
12. The major current related peots of the United

Nations Interregional Crime and Justice Research Institgté:  The annual meeting of directors of human rights
include the promotion, through the publication of relatelfStitutes convened by UNESCO with the active
guidelines for practitioners and other reference materidfvolvement of the Office of the High Commissioner was
of the use of probation as an alternative to imprisonmerf{€!d in Paris on 20 and 21 September 1999, and was
while addressing the human rights of convicted persoﬁépeaed tobe atte_nded by over 40 human rights institutes
and more human forms of sanctioning; trafficking irf"d UNESCO chairs from all over the world. The 1999
human beings, forced labour and sexual exploitatio!€€ting was to focus on the following areas: national

including participation in a global programme agains?frategies for human rights_ education; the relqtionship
trafficking in human beings (jointly promoted with thePetween peace and human rights; and the establishment of
effective networking system among the various

Centre for International Crime Prevention at Vienna); arf!
institutes.
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5. Non-governmental organizations organizationsin Angola, Bolivia, Haitiand Venezuela. For

18. The Office of the High Commissioner has continueg<@MPI€, in Venezuela, the organization isfocusing on the
to assistand support human rights education programrﬁ- ts of the child through educational activities oriented
by non-governmental organizations through the provisi¢gRWards the participation of children in society (e.g.,

of advice and publications (see sect. Il below). Severﬁﬁ.'”dre”,S parliamentary assemblies within schools, in the
international non-governmental organizations iwork of local authorities and at the national level); the

consultative status with the Economic and Social CoundfVelopment of materials to enable children and youth to
earn about their rights; and the training of police with

have informed the Office of their contribution to th 3 . )
implementation of GenerAssembly resolution 53/153 as'€9ard to the rights of the child. The Andean Commission
set out below. of Jurists advised that, in May 1998, a human rights
database in Spanish (the Net of Andean Judicial
19. The Asian Institute of Human Rights Educationnformation, http://www.cajpe.org.pe/ R1J) was launched,
which was established to achieve the goals of the Decaglgih the support of the Office of the High Commissioner.
organized in 1998/1999 conferences which were attendgfle web site contains information on the judicial systems
by about 4,000 participants from several states of Indig¢the region, a compilation of international human rights
With various universities, it has developed postgraduaestruments, jurisprudence of the Inter-American Court of
courses for human rights education, organizeduman Rights and international treaty-based bodies, and
commemorations for International Human Rights Dayggjs|ation of the Andean countries. A CD-ROM has also
convened conferences and teacher training seminars, gadn produced. The Andean Commission of Jurists
developed related materials. In the remaining years of thgoperates with the Constitutional Court of Bolivia on,
Decade, the Institute is planning to focus on the followingter alia, the application of international human rights
activities and themes: promoting human rights in tribghy in Constitutional Tribunal sentences. The Andean
districts; empowerment of women and protection qfommission of Jurists works with the Defensorias del
children’s rights; education, vocational training, hea'“’Pueblo(People’sAdvocates) ofthe Andean region, and has
nutrition, mother and child care; the problem of chilghroduced an on-line bulletin containing information on

prostitution; and human rights education in schools aifeir functions with regard to the protection of human
colleges for students and teachers. The Institute fghts,

associated with the activities of the National Human Rights . . .
Commission 22. Theorganization Darbar-e-ChishComplex advised

that it has undertaken programmes concerning illiteracy,
20. TheAssoation for World Education has been activeyea|th-care awareness and the alleviation of poverty. It is
in the following areas: human rights and populagoncentrating on raising awareness of women’s human
participation; human rights and theright to developmentights and the plight of orphans. It has distributed
and human rights and conflict transformation. Thgyplications on human rights obtained from the United
Assodation of World Citizens has been working withyations Information Centre at Dhaka. The Federation of
teachers on human rights pedagogies and has bggibanWomen providesinformation aboutwomen’s rights

promoting human rights education through articles, tyhd educates peoplein this regard. It publishes amagazine
means of both the Internetand handbooks. The Aliatr  jhtended to make women aware of their rights, including

Catholic Social Justice Council advises the Roman Catholigxyal and reproductive rights. It is also implementing a
bishops of Australia on social justice issues in Australigroject on orietational houses for women and their
and overseas; undertakes research and advocacy on iifiren, which offers free counselling. There are at
issues; educates the Catholic community about th@esent 173 houses of orientation in the country. In order
Church’s social justice teachings; and facilitates thg promote knowledge and understanding of women'’s
developmentofsocial justice networks within the Catholigyman rights, the organization works with the media. In
Church. It works with community-based groups. In 1998,999, the Federation, the National Union of Cuban Writers
the Council produced and distributed a kit containing theng Artists and Cuban television, developed a weekly
text of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights angblevision programme about women’s human rights, “Our
other materials promoting human rights, and organizeflew”. In April 1999, the Federation organized in
related events in schools. conjunction with the Government of Cuba, a national
21. The Catholic International Office providegseminar to review and assess the implementation of the

information about the activities of its affiliate nationalNational Plan of Action of the Cuban Republic in
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pursuance of the Fourth World Conference on Womeand journalists who are persecuted for their writings, and
Action for Equality, Development and Peace. monitors and reports about the situation of writers and
ajeurnalists who are either in prison or on trial and lodges

23. Since 1997, the International Federation of AC P ; . : ) .
(Action of Christians for the Abolition of Torture) hasmterventlonswnh relevant national autitaes and United

developed an annual human rights training programmeiﬁ?‘tions organs, calling for an i_nvestigqt_ion into specific
African trainers and activist non-governmenta?ases' In 1999, four new national affiliates have been

organizations. In addition, affiliates of the InternationafStaplished in France, ltaly, the ltalian-Swiss border area

Federation organize local human rights educatiojepts and Australia.

for children in primary and secondary schools and f@&6. Médecins du monde organized in 1998 a photo
adults (in parishes, professional groups, womenéxhibition to alert the international community to the life
associations etc.). The International Alliance of Wometonditions of Afghan women; the exhibition travelled to
organizes briefings for its affiliates on the Commission 082 cities. In addition, itadministers in Haiti a medical and
Human Rights and its Subcommission on the Promotigsychological programme of support to victims of human
and Protection of Human Rights and circulates informatiaights violations, which includes training sessionsrtey

on the two bodies through itsternational Women’s News alia, legal aid, conflict resolution and medical knowledge.
quarterly. The International Alliance has disseminated tiédecins sans frontieres is to discuss the question of its
text of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights ircontribution to human rights education during the meeting
various languages, obtained from the Web site ofthe Officéthe directors of the national sectionsin September 1999.
ofthe High Commissioner. Other areas ofworkinclude thEhe Medical Women’s Internationaissocation runs
rights of the child, contemporary forms of slaveryprogrammes for the education of women and adolescents
trafficking in women and children as well as their sexuah matters of health cargrily planning, safe motherhood
exploitation, and religious fundamentalism (since thend literacy in Africa, Latin America and Asia. For
Alliance believes that fundamentalism weakens thestance, in Bombay, India, it runs a health clinic for
position of women and children). women and children where free medication and family

24. The International Baccalaureate Office is afanning advice is given. In 1998, an _adult literacy
educational noe-governmetal organization devoted to programme for women currently attending an AIDS

promoting peace, human rights and interculturdrogramme at the clinicwas initiated. The Bombay clinic
understanding through international educatio tends to hold a street play depicting the advantages of
programmes for children aged from 3 to 19 years. It h igeracy, and to create audio-visual aids on the advantages

approximately 950 member schools affiliated with itg" health care for mothers and their children.

human rights programme which seeks to remove barrie&tg. The World Alliance of Reformed Churches advised
and to cultivate in students a spirit of multiculturathatthe twenty-third General Council ofthe Alliance, held
awareness. Its curricula are aimed at promoting Hungaryin 1997, reiterated its commitment to human
understanding among nations and religious groups arights and mandated the general secretariat to provide
furthering the activities of the United Nations for théimely information regarding human rights concerns to
promotion of peace. The International Council of Nursesember churches and assistthem in appropriate education
(ICN), which gatherstogether 122 national organizationand advocacy measures. The Alliance publishzub&let

has developed and disseminated position statemergstitted An Ecumenical Invitation to the Churches to
guidelines and publicationsin English, French and Spani€emmemorate the Fiftieth Anniversary of the Universal
on health and human rights. The International Coundieclaration of Human Right$ointly developed with the
participates in meetings organized by the United NatioW8orld Council of Churches and the Lutheran World
concerning economic and cultural rights, elimination dfederation. The focus of thieooklet is on religious
discrimination against women, and rights of the child andlerance and freedom of religion; human rights of women;
indigenous peoples, and informs its affiliates accordinglsacism; impunity and truth, justice and reconciliation;
egconomic, social and cultural rights; and rights of

I ggenous peoples and uprooted people. The World
training session on the resolution of ethnic conflict ,onfederatlon of Teachers has been promoting among

targeting professionals and activists from region achers thfe questu;n Ef the r?"; of tﬁac?ers in the
experiencing such conflicts. International Pen (Writers jifomotion of respect for human rights and tolerance.
Prison Committee) raises awareness ofthe plight of writers

25. In 1999, the International Movement for Fratern
Union among Races and Peoples has been preparin
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28. Theeducational activities ofthe World Organization (a) Australia. In December1998, a national
against Torture include the dissemination of informatiocommittee for human rights education was established,
about human rights violations (through its urgent appedisinging together the expertise of business, community
programme, the promotion ofresearch, andthe pegjpar organizations and the Government in an endeavour to
of reports on country and thematic situations anehhance human rights education in the country. The
individual casesrelated tothe humanrights of children af@bvernment provided seed funding for the Committee,
women that are submitted to competent United Natiomghose work plan is focusemhter alia, on: the elaboration
bodies) and thetraining of human rights activists (througsf a comprehensive audit of existing initiatives and of the
the organization of internships for graduate ancurrent needs of the Australian community; the
postgraduate students and training sessions in varialevelopment of a national action plan for human rights
regions and at Geneva). In 1997, the World Organizati@ducation; the provision, in consultation with education
(in cooperation with the International Fedgon ofHuman delivery agencies, of assistance to human rights education
Rights Leagues, instituted the Observatory of Humgrogrammes in selected areas; the development of
Rights Defenders which presented areporton its activitieemmunication strategies for human rights education;
to the Commission on Human Rights at its fifty-fourticooperation with international agencies and counterparts
session. in other countries; the development of effective

partnerships among governmental, business and

community sectors; and monitoring and evaluation

C. Components four and five: Strengthening activities:

national and local programmes and (b) Belarus. A national plan for human rights

capacities for human rights education education covering the period 1999-2004 has been adopted.
The plan, which is focused on the school system, is aimed

29. ThePlan of Action for the United Natione&ade for at: disseminating the International Bill of Human Rights,
Human Rights Education provides for the establishmemfie Convention on the Rights of the Child, the law of the
upon the initiative of Governments or other relevamepublic of Belarus on the rights of the child, and other
institutions, of a national committee for human rightgational and international instruments; incorporating
education, which should include a broad coalition gfifferent forms of education and information on the
governmental and non-governmental actors and shouldi@rnational human rights instruments into curricular and
responsible for developing and implementing @éxtracurricular activities; developing and publishing
comprehensive, effective and sustainable national plané&ftbooks and teachers’ guides; analysing newatilormal
action for human rights education, in coordination witlechnologies and national and international experience in
regional and international organizations. This shouliman rights education; and furthering cooperation in the

constitute an integral part of the overall national plan ghove-mentioned areas with the Uniteatidns, OSCE and
action for humanrights, when applicable. The Office of thRe Council of Europe;

High Commissioner has developed guidelines for such
national plans of action (A/52/469/Add.1 and
Add.1/Corr.1), which were forwarded by the Higﬁ

(c) Cameroon The Government is favourable
owards the integration of a national plan for human rights

Commissioner and the Director-General of UNESCO to Egrucation and information into the overall national action
Heads of Government in September 1998 plan for human rights, which is currently being developed

with the assistance of the Office of the High Commissioner;
30. AsatDecember998, the following had reported on

related initiatives: Algeria, Argentina, Austria, Canada, . (d) Canada _On the occasion of the f|ft|_eth
Chad, Chile, Croatia, Cyprus, Cuba, the Czech Republ] niversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,

Denmark, Fiji, France, Germany, Ghana, the Holy SetgIe feder_al I_Departn_]en_t Of. ?af?ad'a” Herlt_age, n
India, Ireland, Italy, Japan, the Republic of Korea, MathérmerSh'p with pfOV'”C'?" m_|n|str|es OT education and
Mexico, Morocco, the Netherlands, Nigeria, Norway, t on-gov_ernmental organizations, carried out seve_ral
Philippines, Peru, Romania, the Sudan, Swed L,lman rlghtsawaren_ess campalg_nsa_nd programmes aimed
all ages. Human rights education is also a regular part

Switzerland, Tunisia, Turkey, Ukraine, Uzbekistan an th K of the Canadian H Riahts C N
Venezuela. The following information was forwarded (@' the work otthe Lanadian Human Rights Lommission,

the Office of the High Commissioner between Januaryand (e) Cape Verde The Government requested
August 1999: technical assistance from the Office of the High
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Commissioner for the development of an overall nation@ommittee is composed of representatives of the Ministry
plan for humanrights, which would include a national planf Education, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the
for human rights education and information; Procuraduria para la Defensa de los Derechos Humanos
() Central African Republic. The Ministry of and th_e I_Executive Teghnical Unit_of thg Coordinating
Justice, in close cooperation with the United Nationgommission ofthe Justice Sector. Itis envisaged that other

Mission in the Central African Republic (M|NURCA), governmental|nst|tut|ons, non-governmental organizations

organized in May/June 1999 a national seminar on g drelevantindividuals will also be called uponto jointhe
impact of human rights in the national reconstructioff®mmittee. Local offices of the High Commissioner,

process, as a means of facilitating the development oPA ESCO and the United Nations Children’s Fund
national plan of action for human rights education an/N!CEF) will provide support to the Committee in the
promotion; evelopment of the plan;

- . k) Guatemala The Ministry of Education
(g) Croatia. The national programme for human ( : D
fights education, developed by the Croatian Nation§|aboratedtextbooksforhumanrlghtsmtumm schools

Committee for Human Rights Education, is composed gpd developed related training for its staff and courses by
two sections. The first part is targeting Iore_Scho(ﬁorrespondence for adults. The Presidential Commission

education,IowerandhigherschoolclassesandaIItypeé)ész'_'um_’dln nght§ develodped d_several human rlggt_s
secondaryschools. Following a cross-curricular approa cations, seminars and radio programmes, and Is

human rights and civic education topics have beeq?t_al_)hshmg a documentation ce_ntr_e a,nd developing a
training programme for the Commission’s personnel and

integrated into all suitable school g$edts, and various | q ql The P durfa de los D h
extracurricular and non-school activities have bedH?9€S and lawyers. 1ne Frocuraduria de los Derechos
anos, together with the Ministry of Education, is

envisaged. Teaching aids are being prepared, andtrainm > . ; )
g g aprep dertaking to integrate human rights education at the

for teachers and teacher’s trainersis being organized. hool level and is impl . h i
second part of the programme includes a strategy for {Rgmary school level and is implementing three specific

university system, for the education of adults and a med; Ining programmes targeting community leaders, public
component. In July 1999, the draft national program icialsand the staff ofthe Procuraduria. Atthe university

was circulated for comment to non-government ?vel,trainingofprofessors,developmentofpost-graduate

organizations, associations of national minorities, |egg|’ogrammes, establishment of human rights chairs and

expertsandinternationalandregionalagencies.Thefir{glateol activities have been undertaken, under the

version is expected to be published by end-1999); coordination of the Consejo Superior Universitario
' Centroamericano. Most of the activities mentioned were

~ (h) Denmark. The Ministry of Education, together carried out with the support of UNESCO, the Office of the
with the Danish Centre for Human Rights, hagjigh Commissioner, the United Nations Development

implemented a plan of action for human rights educatigsyogramme (UNDP), the European Union and the Danish
in schools and for youth which includes a variety ofnternational Development Agency;

projects on human rights in schools, eali@nal resource .
centres and teacher training institutions. In December () Guyana__ From 1994 to 1997, the National
1998, the Ministry of Education, in cooperation with th&€Ntre for Educational Resource and Development of the
Danish Centre for Human Rights and the Nationdf!Nistry of Education, the Guyana Human Rights
Commission for UNESCO, organized an internationﬁssoc'at'on and Amnesty International/Guyana Section

conference on human rights education, which gather@§veloped jointly the programme on human rights
together teachers at all levels of education: education for citizenship, which is intended for primary

and secondary schools. The aims of the programme were

() Ecuador. The Government is receivingthe training of teachers and other school personnel, the
technical assistance from the Office of the Higevelopment of a curriculum and materials, and
Commissioner for the development of an overall nationgénsitization of parents and the general public about human
plan for human rights, which will include a national plarpigh»[S education. In 1999, th&achers’ Manual for
for human rights education and information; Caribbean Schoo|sleveloped within the programme, was

() El Salvador. In April 1999, a national published and launched during the First Caribbean Human
committee for human rights education was estab“shéai,ghts Education Conference for Chief Education Officers
with the objective of formulating and implementing a@and Curriculum Specialists, held in Trinidad and Tobago
national plan of action for human rights education. Thi@ April 1999;
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(m) Iran, Islamic Republic of. In collaboration country. It has also financially contributed to thejpctd
with UNDP and the Office of the High Commissioner, thef the Office of the High Commissioner for the global
Faculty of Law and Political Science of the University oflissemination of the Universal Declaration of Human
Tehran is implementing a project for strengtheninRights, which constitutes one of thejettives of the
national capacities in human rights research and trainibgcade (see sect. F below);

through,inter alia, the involvement of faculty members, (r) Slovakia The Government carried outasurvey
students and university graduates. It is expected that human rights education in schools, at the university

result will be the issuance of a volume of literature Olbvel and for armed forces and police officialscBnt

various crucial human rights sebts. The Government , ;yities concerning the formal education system include,
also_prowded information about educational _programmﬁﬁmng others, the human rights Olympiad for secondary
carried out by non-governmental organizations (i.pqois the developmentand adaptation of methodological

particular, the Network of Women Non-Governmentg),;qes for teachers (e.g., First steps, a guide developed by
Organizations) and about courses for lawyers, judges ah, oty International and endorsed by the Ministry of
law enforcement officials organized bythejudiciarybranceducation) the organization of seminars for

and the Islamic Human Rights Commission; methodologists and teachers of civic education, and
(n) Japan. The Government has continued théraining courses for teachers organized by the Human

implementation of the National Plan of Action which wafights Department of the Comenius University of

announced in 1997. In July 1998, the Ministerial LiaisoBratislava;

Council for_ Training related to Human Righ_ts Educa_ltion (s) Turkey. The National Comiittee on Human

was established to promotethe exchange ofmformanon(%?iltJ

traini dmaterial nistri ights Education adopted in July 1999 an action plan
raining programmes and materials among ministrieS angy; -, js focused on human rights education at the school

agencies. Major efforts are being undertaken at t%?\d university levels and on the training of law

prefectural level. According to a survey undertaken i@y, cement officials. A circular was issued by the Prime
1998, six prefectures had already formulated a local actiQn ister in August 1999 to ensure implementation of the

plan related to the Decade and 20 were considering n. The ministries of national education, interior and

formulation of such plans; justice will report periodically on this issue to the Human
(o) Jordan. The Prime Minister informed the Rights Coordinating High Council.

Office of the High Commissioner that Jordan had created

anational committee for education in human rights, which . .

is entrusted with the development of a national planD. Component six: Coordinated development

Jordanian non-governmental organizations active in the of materials for human rights education

human rights field constitute half ofthe membership ofthe

committee; 31. Work has continued on the six training packages for

(p) Portugal. A national commission for the hu_m_an rights monitors, judges and Iawyer_s, pris_on
commemoration of the fiftieth anniversary ofthe Univers&lfficials, primary and secondary schoolteachers, journalists
Declaration of Human Rights and for the United Nationdd national and local non-governmental organizations.
Decade for Human Rights Education was created pursuffh{h€ development of these materials, the Office of the
toaresolution adopted by the Council of Ministers in Aprignited Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights
1998. The commission is composed of representatives'§ks in close cooperation with relevant experts and
Parliament, the Ombudsman’s office, various governmenf@anizations. Most advanced are the training package for
departments and all major national human rights noR¥man rights monitors and the training package for prison
governmental organizations. In addition to thgﬁ_m@ls, which are being finalized anq v_wll be ready for
commemoration of the fiftieth anniversary of the Universdifinting by the end of 1999. The training package for
Declaration, the commission is developing a plan #fd9es and lawyers is under final revision, and will be
activities aimed at ensuring the adequate implementatigfmpleted by early 2000. The training packages for
of the activities for the Decade at the national level: Primary and secondary schoolteachers, national and local

non-governmental organizations and journalists will be

(q) San Marino. The Government distributed, inyeyiewed by experts meeting during coming months.
December1998, a copy of the Universal Declaration of

Human Rights to each secondary school student in the

10
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32. The Office of the High Commissioner has continuedA. Publications programme
to publish human rights materials (see the addendumtothe

present report) and to disseminate them amomg. A complete listofall of the publications prepared by
governmental and non-governmental organizations. {Re Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for
January 1999, a new series was launched within thgiman Rightsis contained in the addendum to the present
framework ofthe Decade; detailed information is providegbport. Publications produced or planned for publication
in paragraph 44 below. in 1999 are described below.

33. TheOfficeiscollecting materials about human rights _
education produced atthe international, regional, nationall. Fact-sheet Series

and local levels. This collection is available for37  TheFact-sheet Series consists of booklets directed at
consultation in the Office. a non-specialized audience, addressing various aspects of
United Nations activities in the field of human rights. Fact-
sheets are published in the six official languages of the
United Nations and distributed throughout the world free
of charge. The Office of the High Commissioner is

currently downloading the entire text of all fact-sheets into
34. The Office of the High Commissioner is working ofts home page on the Internet.

a training package for journalists (see sect.lova) to

increase the incorporation by the media of human rig@ - Fact-sheet No. 2Ghe Working Group on Arbitrary
i

information and public education into their work; in th etention is planned for publication and new linguistic

regard, cooperation with the International Federation ggrsions in Chinese, French, Russian and Spanish of
vision of Fact-sheet No. @&nforced or Involuntary

Journalists has been developed. Media activitié% @ b _ d
undertaken by the Department of Public Information a gsappearancesnave been issued.
highlighted in sect. IV below. 2. Professional Training Series

E. Component seven: Strengthening the role
of the mass media

39. The Professional Training Series is designed
F. Component eight: Global dissemination primarily to provide_support _to the training activiti_es
. . carried out by the Office under its programme of technical
0f, the Universal Declaration of Human cooperation in the field of human rights, and to assist other
Rights organizations involved in human rights education for
professional groups.

35. As previously reported, on 10 Decemh@®8, the : i . .

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner foflo' Professional Traermg Series No.Fiyman R|ghts
. , . ._and Law Enforcement: A &hual on Human Rights

Human Rights launched a new Web site section compns&

more than 250 national and local language versions of rgcunmg for the Policeand its pocket guide (No. 5/Add.

e . )
Universal Declaration of Human Rights. This new secti Hfgggm:;19nslpggkn;?%0§Lggtr? Hsljts]g?]agis h];(;rfol_rat\ﬁe
can be accessed at http://www.unhchr.ch/udhr/index.htm. ' 9

In 1999,20newversionshavebeenmadeavailableandﬁﬁ“ce’ have been issued in French and Spanish.

e . S . )
first revision of the entire section, which incorporateFrmceSSIOnaI Training Series No. @juman Rights

: . raining: A Guide to Human Rights Training for Adult
comments received from various partners, has belgn

undertaken, thanks to the continuous financial support fofessionalsis planned for publication before the end of

the Government of San Marino. The Office is continuing 99.
the production of versions in indigenous and minorigl. The Office, in collaboration with the International
languages. Training Centre of the International Labour Organization
(ILO) at Turin, Italy, has developed tAeaining Package
on Human Rights Treaty Reportinghich is composed of
[1l. Public information activities of the three distinctive elements: a manual, a trainer’s guide and

Office of the United Nations High Eizcckﬁ;%lgdse.ggizﬁackage has been published in English,
Commissioner for Human Rights P '

3. Human Rights Study Series

11
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. ) ) areas of the work of the Office, including the activities of
42. Studiesandreportsinthe Human Rights Study Serigs, jigh Commissioner, treaty bodies, special procedures,

areissued as United Nations sales publicationson selecggy offices. technical cooperation, research and

human rights topics, prepared by experts of th@formation. In the period under review, No. 3 (summer

Commission on Human Rights and the Subcommission 9898) and No. 4 (autumn 1998) have been published.
the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights. Since the

submission ofthe previous reporttothe General Assembly,
No. 9 Internally Displaced Persons: Compilation and
Analysis of Legal Norméias been published in English.46. Twoadhoc publications are being isstidte Family
Additional funds are being sought tofinance its translatidA International and Regional Human Rights Instruments
and publication in the other official languages of th@ndBenchmarksonEconomic, Soad Cultural Rights
United Nations.

7. Ad hoc publications

8. Promotional material

4. Fiftieth Anniversary of the Universal 47. Within the framework of a joint project with
Declaration of Human Rights, 1998: basic UNESCO for the dissemination of the Universal
information kits Declaration of Human Rights, the Office published a poster

43. The series of basic information kits issued |ﬁ0ntalhmg the text Of the UniVersaI Dec|al‘atI0n and a

connection with the commemoration of the fiftietfirawing illustrating each article of the document. The
anniversary ofthe Universal Declaration of Human Righf2oster is available in English, French and Spanish.
wereintended asaworking tool for agencies, programmes,

non-governmental orgéations and national institutions, .
as well as individuals. Basic information kits were B. Use of electronic means

published in English, French and Spanish and distributed

throughout the world free of charge. In the period undé8. Significantachievements have been made with regard
review, the most recent basic infioation kit, No. 4, tothe publication of documents and other information on

published in English and Spanish. The French translati8f 10 Decembet996 (www.unhchr.ch), the average use
is forthcoming. of the site has increased to 20,000 visits a week. In March
1999 and Aprill999, approximately 1 faillion documents

per month were accessed.

44. Anew series related to United Nations decades hg§ Fqur databases are now fully operational: (a) the
been started_. S_o far, all related publicatio_ns have_ beﬁ@aty bodies database, with a total of 9,400 full text
developed within the framework of the United Nationg,cments available for public access; (b) the Charter-
Decade for Human Rights Education: No. United paqeq podies database, containing most human rights
Nations Decade for Human Rights Education (1995-2004,.,ments issued since 1994 by the General Assembly, the
abooklet compiled from the texts of the intational Plan -~y mission on Human Rights and its Subcommission on
of Action for the Decade and of the guidelines for nationg{, o promotion and Protection of Human Rights (formerly
plans of action for human rights education, has begh ;.n as the Subcommission on Prevention of
published in the six official languages of the Unitegyisqrimination and Protection of Minorities), in English,
Nations; No. 2,Human Rights Education and Humang,ench and Spanish, a total of 11,750 documents available
R|ghtsTreat|emas been_pubhshedm Argblc, Engllsh_anghrough the Web site; (c) the press database, containing,
Chinese; and No. he Rightto HumanRights Education ey ajia, all human rights press releases issued by the
a compilation of the full texts of or excerpts frompgnartment of Public Information; and (d) the statements
international andregional instruments pertaining tohumag}tanase, providingeaess to public statements delivered
rights education, is currently being printed. by major United Nations human rights officials, as well as
governmental representatives.

5. United Nations decades

6. Periodicals ) ) L
50. The six-week session of the Commission on Human

45.  Aquarterlyreview of the work ofthe Office, entitledRights in 1999 was broadcast live on the World Wide Web.
Human Rightsis being published. The articles, written ina|| public meetings were made available on the Internet
English and French, provide a window into the variousy means of the English audio channel.

12
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51. The reproduction of the Web site in a CD-ROMXxhibit, displayed at the Palais des Nations from 20 to 29
format in April 1999 has increased the availability ofpril 1999, celebrated the struggle against apartheid in
electronic information for partners in countries which d&outh Africa. From 26 April to 14 May 1999, in
not have Internet access or in which such access is vegoperation with the Canton of Geneva, the exHitet
limited. Droits de ’'Homme: un regard d’artiste” was displayed at
the Palais Wilson. An exhibit dedicated to the International
Day for the Victims of Torture (26 Jun&999) was

C. External relations programme displayed at the Palais des Nations from 21 June to 2 July
1999 and at the Palais Wilson from 5 to 16 July 1999. An
1. Briefings exhibit on the theme “Extreme poverty around the world”

52. The Office of the United Nations High @aissioner with works by the Italian painter Trento Longaretti was

for Human Rights organizes briefings on United NatiorfiSPlayed, in cooperation with the Permanent Mission of
activities in the field of human rights and on specifif@ly, at the Palais des Nations from 5 to 16 July and from

human rights issues for students, diplomats, journalistd JUly to 6 August 1999. Finally, an exhibit of children
public officials, professors and non-government&'lraw'”gs has been scheduled for the tenth anniversary of

organizations. It also provides staff for the briefingd® Convention on the Rights of the Child in November
organized by the Department of Public Information.

2. Exhibitions and human rights observances 3. Fellowship programme

53. In the context of the fiftieth anniversary of th@®- N 1998, the human rightsfellowship programme (see
Universal Declaration on Human Rights, the Offic@eneral Assembly resolution 926 (X) of 14d@mber

increased significantly its involvement in external relationis2>) Was devoted, as in past years, to the training of

activities, such as exhibits, round-table meetings aRyPlic officials on reporting under international human
stands. rights treaties. The programme was carried out from 26

~ October to 6 November 1998 at the premises of the United
54.  On 10 Decembet998, the Department of Public\ations Staff College pject at Turin, taly. Twenty-six
Information and the Office organized a number of activiti rticipants from Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, China, the
at the Palais des Nations for the commemoration of i@ mbpja, Georgia, Indonesia, the Islamic Republic of Iran,
fiftieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration OfHumaDatvia, Saudi Arabia, Sri Lanka, the United Republic of

Rights, including an exhibit of paintings by WilliamTanzania, Viet Nam, Yemen and Zambia attended the
Wilson illustrating the articles of the Universabrogramme.

Declaration. A videolink with New York to broadcast live
the commemoration of the fiftieth anniversary was 4
organized at the Palais Wilson. The exhibit, “Human ) _ ) ]
Rights Awardees”, was inaugurated to honour past apg During the reporting period, the Office offered
present recipients of the Human Rights Prize. On iternships to graduate students to enable them to gain
Decemberl998, as a follow-up to a human rights drawinfirSt-hand knowledge of United Nations action and
competition for children launched in August 1998, alrocedures in the field of human rights, through active

participants were invited to the Palais Wilson for aparticipation in the work of the institution. No funding has
informal ceremony. been made available by the United Nations for the

) ) . . programme. The lack of funds to support interns has
55. In the first half of 1999, the Office organized fiveggjted in particularly low participation by students from

exhibits. Together with the World Intellectual Propertye,e|oping countries; there is an urgent need for funding
Organization, it organized the exhibit “Freedom” by thg, .1, candidates.

Romanian artist Emanuela Lucaci, displayed from 22

March to 16 April 1999 during the fifty-fifth session of the

Commission on Human Rights. The exhibit entitlef\/ Activities of the Department of
“Amandla Awethu: African-Americans and African : -

Solidarity” was organized by the Office and the Permanent Public Information
Mission of the United States of America. Devoted to an
important chapter in the history of human rights, the

Internship programme
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58. The Department of Public Information continued tmade available in Spanish on the Interféte Universal
initiate and coordinate activities within the framework oDeclaration of Human Rights: A Magna Carta for All
the World Public Information Campaign on Human Rightslumanity (DP1/1937/A); Indigenous People: Challenges
and the United Nations Decade for Human Right®cing the International Community (DRB37/B); Human
Education, 1995-2004. The multimedia approach of tH&ights in Action: Monitoring Compliance through Treaty
Department strives to ensure effective coverage of UnitBbdies and Special Rapporteurs (DPI/1937/C); Mary
Nations human rights activities, as well as the distributioRobinson Biographical Note (DPI/1937/D); Speech of Ms.
of relevant human rights information material throughoulary Robinson: Realizing Human Rights: “Taking Hold
the world. This work is also being carried out within thef It Boldly and Duly” (DPI/1937/E); The Right to
framework of three other ongoing decades: the Thifdevelopment (DPI/1937/F)}JJDHR llluminates Global
Decade to Combat Racism and Racial Discriminatio®luralism, SG Speech at Tehran University (DP1/1937/G),
19932002; the International Decade of the World'sll releasedin March 199Bluman Rights in Action: Field
Indigenous People, 1995-2004; and the United Natio@perations (DPI1/1937/H); UN Action to Combat
Decade for the Eradication of Poverty, 1997-2006. Intolerance and Racism (DPI1/1937/1); Education: A Tool

; ; ; ; the Elimination of Human Rights Violations
59. Besides its mandate in the area of human rights, ips _ _ )
Department carries out mandated programmes in su@ﬂl]/lgwé‘])'z” publlsk;]ed;n NO\I/_e_mb61998, alnd;lumHan
related areas as social, cultural and economic rights, tRENts Defenders — the Front Line Struggle for Human

rights of specific groups, and othermajorissuesincludinrg,ights"prOduced in En,gll(ish iln dDecerané@QS. A thiZ .
inter alia, the question of Palestine, self-determinatio jame to test students’ knowledge of human rights an

decolonization and the advancement of women. TﬁgtitledThe UN at Your Fingertips: Questions and Answers

Department’srelatedactivitiesarereportedtotheGeneFQlPl/lMS) was reprinted in English and French in

Assemblyon aregular basis and to other intergovernmen vember 1998; a t:]rochurelDHR 501tg ,;\nh/he_rbs_ary h
bodies in connection with each specific area or issue. DPI/1967),based on the Department’s 1997 exhibit on the

Universal Declaration, was produced in English in August
1998 and French and Spanish in October 1998, and
A. Print materials and publications reprinted in English in November 1998; and a human

rights fact-sheet, Fifty Years of Human Rights
60. The multimedia approach ofthe Depaentincludes (DP1/1937/L)was issued in English.
the production of printed materials regarding Unite§2. The Department also produced print materials to
Nations work in the field of human rights. These materialaise awareness of related issues. These included
are produced in various languages and disseminated mabrlychures, special press releasesklets and fact-sheets.
through the network of 67 United Nations informatiosome of the products werEnd Discrimination Against
centres and services and the eight United Nations offia@emer(DPI1/1995/Rev.2), a brochure reprinted in English
throughout the world. The material is also disseminat@dNovember 1998Convention on the Rights of the Child
electronically and is available on the World Wide Web qiDP1/1101/Rev.1), reprinted in English in Novemhé®8;
the United Nations home page in English, French a®dverty: An Obstacle to Human Rigki1/2015), a fact-
Spanish. The multimedia approach also entails radio agttket released in English, French and Spanish in May
television programmes; press conferences, press briefii@99; Women 200QDPI1/2035), a press kit cover printed
and special events; exhibits; special media outresiehEnglish in June 1999 and French and Spanish in July
activities; activities with educational organizations anti999;HIV/AIDS: More Than a Health Crisi®P1/2038),
non-governmental organizations; and public services fabrochure released in English in June 1999 and in French
visitors and enquiries. in July 1999; andnternational Decade for the World's

61. The reportsubmitted by the Secretary-General to idigenous PeoplgDPI/2066), a kit cover printed in
Commission on Human Rights at its fifty-fifth sessiofrn9lish in August 1999.

(E/CN.4/1999/86) elaborates the numerous activiti68. TheUN Chroniclecovered a variety of human rights
undertaken by the Department for the fiftieth anniversatgpics. In Issue No. 4 (1998), “Human Rights ... human
of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Amongrongs” was the focus of the cover story. In separate
those activities, the Department released first an interarticles, Nobel laureates Nadine Gordimer (Literature), M.
and then a final press kit which contained the following Perutz (Chemistry), John Polanyi (Chemistry) and
backgrounders, all produced in English and French aDdsmond Tutu (Peace) reflected on the Universal
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Declaration of Human Rights. In “First Person”, théations High Commissioner for Human Rights, special
Chairman of the thirty-first session of the United Nationsapporteurs, independent experts and special
Commission on International Trade Law spoke withepresentatives. Coverage ofthe Unitedibins Decade for
reference to article 19 of the Universal Declaration. ThHduman Rights Education focuses mainly on the
Special Represeative of the Secretary-General for Humanmplementation of the Plan of Action for the Decade.
Rights in Cambodia wrote about the economic and social

rights set forth in the Declaration. Judge C. F. L
Amerasinghe of the United Nations Administrative B. Activities of the Dag Hammarskjdld

Tribunal wrote about article 8 as it refers to international Library

civil servants. The subject of development assistance and

human rights was discussed by a former member of tB6. The Dag Hammarskjold Library, through its
New Zealand Parliament. Two articles focused on thggnificant Internet presence, intensified its efforts to keep
rights of the child, and two others dealt with article 25, onesearchers throughout the world informed of the most
the elderly, and article 16 (3), on the family, specificallyecent documeation available in the area of human rights.
battery at home. The United Nations system pathfinder

64. InlssueNo.1(1999), human rightsquestionsontl(n‘é(WW-U”-()rg/DeptS/d_h" pathfinc_i/fram(_e/start._htm) was
agenda of the Third Committee of the Gendrssembly agde_d to the Web site of the_lerary_ in Aprll 1999. It
were addressed, including the commemoration by théghlights the most recematerial published in the area
Assembly of the fiftieth anniversary of the UniversaPf human rights, such as bibliographies and compilations

Declaration. An article on the right to developmen®f conventions.

reflected recent discussions by the General Assembéz. The UN-I-QUE database (www.un.org/Depts/dhl/
Another article reported on the resolutions on human rightiique), updated on a daily basis, alerts researchers to the
situations adopted by tihessembly. In Issue No. 2 (1999), most recent reports (reports of siggcapporteurs as well

the main focus was on the situation in es, including as annual and sessional reports of human rights bodies)
an article in which the United Nations High Commissionéssued by the Organization. The research guide
for Human Rights spoke on the human rights violations ifwww.un.org/Depts/dhl/resguide), updated on a regular
thatcountry. Anon-governmental organization wrote abobhsis, incorporates a special chapter on human rights,
human rights violations suffered by refugees. The articlghich enumerates the bodies working in the area of human
“Lessons from Nuremberg” reflected on the start of theghts and guides researchers in accessing the output of
international human rights movement. those bodies. The on-line Internet tutorial
65. Africa Recovery vol. 12, No. 4 (April 1999), (intrangt/dpi/dhl/ cybseek/), designed to provideaplatfprm
highlighted human rights abuses in Sierra Leone in a stdff Peginners on the Internet, was added to the Web site of
focusing on a 17-year-old boy called Sheku who had bothe L|_brary inJune 1999_. It c_;ontams recommendatl_ons for
his hands cut off with a machete, one of the thousands&fective search strategies in the area of human rights.

victims of atrocities committed by rebels of thes8. In addition to its regular Internet training courses,
Revolutionary United Front. Work is being carried out ohe Library continued to offer and provide to staff and
abriefing paper on violence against African women, whicllelegates its training course specifically designed to
will emphasize the causes of the violence and contafiacilitate acess to human rights resources on the Internet.
recommendations for dealing with the problem. Th&he Library also continued to acquire and index United
Yearbook of the United Natiopsovides comprehensive Nations and non- United Nations material on human
and in-depth coverage of human rights issues in a sepanagghts. Pursuant to a request by the Library, partners in its
three-chapter section. Itcovers arange ofissues, includingtwork of depository libraries organized activities to mark
human rights violations, implementation of thehe fiftieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of
International Covenants on human rights, and ways thdtiman Rights, and Human Rights Day.

the Organization continues to promote and protect human

rights. The work of the Commission on Human Rights and

its Subcommission on the Promotion and Protection ofC. Sales and marketing activities

Human Rights is covered in depth, as is related action by

the General Assembly and the Economic and Soci@®. As part of the fiftieth anniversary of the Universal
Council. Summaries are made of reports by the Unitdékeclaration of Human Rights, the Sales and Marketing
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Section ofthe Department of Public Information produceskecond versions, in Arabic, Chinese, English, French and
a catalogue of human rights and related publicationRussian.
which was distributed tolibraries,academics,internation% The Radio and Central News Service of the

lawyers and relevant individuals in non-government%epartmem continued to cover extensively all aspects of

organizations and Goyernments n the Amerlcas, tRRiman rights and related issues in news bulletin, weekly
Caribbean, and the Asian and Pacific region. The Salgg ant  affairs magazine and regional magazine

O_ffic_e a_t G_eneva prepar_ed a similar _catalogue f?frogrammes in 15 languages for regional and worldwide
d'StT'_b““‘_’” in Europe, Afn_ca_and the Middle Eas_t. Indissemination. During the reporting period, the following

ad_d_ltlon, |t_produce_dasp_eC|aI |IIu_stratmbk bythe artist topics, among others, were covered: the United Nations
W'”'a”? Wilson, which prmgs to life the_ powerfl_JI t_ext of Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman and
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Similarly, Ebegrading Treatment; the question of the death penalty:

specialline of souveniritems was developed to promote they e orts on prostitution; an alternative view on women
fiftieth anniversary. These souvenirs included T-shirtg

'nd human rights; the worldwide right of asylum; non-
Esgg’a‘r‘bggi’s backpacks, watches, key tags, tote bags ggfernmental organizations: the human rights grapevine;

young people and reproductive rights; the child labour
situation; the rights of domestic workers; promoting
children’s rights; the work of the Commission on Human
Rights; genocide against the Kosovo Albanian population;
. . - . the urging, by the United Nations High Commissioner for
70. UNin Action a teIeV|S|on_ News magazine of th efuggesg,I of?lntensification ofworktgwards an agreement
Department of Public Information which is featured %8 the universality of the basic human rights; the

S‘N';. WI(E)rIdI_Rhep';)rt 'S hd';t”bqted tod éoo 90#%”6_3 'rlﬁecretary-General calling press freedom a cornerstone of
rabic, English, French, Russian and spanish. buring thig, rights; the measures taken to promote and protect

reporting period, the following human rights programm Re rights of children under the United Nations; equal
were produced: “Indigenous Caribs in Dominica”, '

) . . opportunities for disabled persons; and a report on the visit
“International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda hands dow PP P P

. o ) . . %/the Commissioner for Human Rights to the Balkans.
first sentences”; “Human rights and children in arme

conflict”; “Workers’ rights in Asia”; “Violence in the 74. In addition, 51 radio feature programmes were
workplace”; “Uncertain future for International Tribunapxclusively devoted to the question of human rights and
on crimes against humanity in Cambodia”; and “Unitd¢lated issues. These pragimes were broadcast in official

Nations teaches human rights in Cambodia”. and non-official languages, namely, Arabic; Chinese;

. . - . . Chinese, Kiswahili, Turkish and Urdu; English; English
/1. World Chronicle a 30-minute television dlscussmr_]and adaptation in Indonesian and Kiswabhili; English and

programme in E_nglish thatis broadcz_aston Cab.letelevis'&&aptation in Indonesian, Hindi and Urdu; French; Hindi;
across the United States of America and in 13 oth [Jssian;Spanish;Portuguese;and Urdu. A United Nations

countries, covered such human rights issues as: WOM&A §io officer was dispatched on-site to file reports on the

rights, with Aida Gonzales-Martinez as the guest;_. ; . : -
: . . . ) isit of the United Nations High Comm ner for Human
children’s rights, with the ExecutlveDlrectorofUNICEF'VSI ofthe United Nations High Co Issioner for Huma

's right ith Noel H ) 's right Rights to the Balkans. The Department continued to
women s Tights, wi oeleen Heyzer, women's NgntSy;cirinute its public service announcements on human

with Patricia Flor; war crimes, with Agwu Ukive Okali; . : : : : C
o - ' . .'rights in various languages for regional dissemination.
and the fiftieth anniversary of the Universal Declarat|ong guag g

of Human Rights, with the High Commissioner for Human

Rights. E. Special events

72. The Department’'s feature documentary “For

Everyone, Everywhere” deals with the origins of thé5. Special eventstoobserve international days or years
Universal Declaration of Human Rights. It is available iare another way of promoting human rights issues. Events
a 30-minute version in Arabic, Chinese, English, Frenclvere organized at United Nations Headquarters, and the
Russian, and Spanish; and in a 50-minute version Wnited Nations information centres and services undertook
English and French. The Department also produced asuth activities at the national and local levels. For
distributed television public service announcemenéxample, to mark the second observance of the United
marking the fiftieth anniversary, in both 30-second and 6Rations International Day in Support of Victims of Torture

D. United Nations television and radio
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on 26 June 1999, the Department of Public Informatior®. The Department, in association with various partners
produced an information note and convened a presghin and outside the United Nations, arranged several
conference at Headquarters. An exhibit, co-sponsoredwgrkshops for teachers. In 1998, this was done under an
the Office of the High Commissioner and the Internationarrangement with the United Federation of Teachers and
Council for the Rehabilitation of Torture Victims, was orthe New York City Board of Education. On 1ke&mber
display at Headquarters from 25 June to 6 August 1999998, about 350 students and 220 observers attended the

76. For the International Day of the World's Indigenoustudent Conference on Human Rights, convened by the

People on 9 August 1999, indigenous people from aroufgpartment.

theworld gathered at Headquartersto participate in sped&. The CyberSchoolBus was linked to the live Webcast
events on 9 and 10 August. A press conference, a sacoédhe commemoration by the Genersdsembly of the
pipe ceremony and three panel discussions were followiftieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration, thereby
by a cultural event of music and poetry, a tribute tproviding access to young learners across the globe. This
indigenous human rights defenders, and the inauguratiwas in addition to another ongoing human rightgqut

of the exhibit “Indigenous Art of the Dreamtime”, that of collecting stories from young human rights activists
featuring the work of Australian indigenous artists.  from around the world.

F. Outreach activities to students and G. Human Rights Day and observance of the
educators fiftieth anniversary of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights
77. Incooperation with the Executive Committee of Non-
Governmental Organizations associated with tig. The Department, with the assistance of several
Department of Public Information, the Department held itsited Nations information centres, undertook a special
fifty-first annual Conference of Non-governmentaproject to have pro bono advertisements for the fiftieth
Organizations at Headquarters from 14 to 16 Septembghiversary of the Universal Declaration placed in airline
1998, on the theme “Fiftieth anniversary of the Universal-flight magazines. Eight magazines responded to this
Declaration of Human Rights: from words to deedsinitiative. Air France produced a special edition on the
Topics included an overview of human rights issues aa@iniversary and the following airlines included articles,
the universality of human rights, the impact ofraphicsor photographs: Aeromexico, Air Canada, British
globalization on development, cross-border issues, buildingways, Lan Chile, Middle East Airlines, Qantas Airways
and strengthening human rights institutions, thend Virgin Atlantic.
relationship between human rights and peace, and hunézén

) . . Events at Headquarters on 1Gcdember1998
rights education. A total of 1,800 representatives of non-" . .

L required close cooperation between the Department of
governmental organizations attended.

Public Information, the Office of the High Commissioner
78. In its continuing outreach activities to students angk Human Rights, the Department of General Assembly
educators, the Department reissued the Univerggtairs and Conference Services, the Office of the United
Declaration with a parallel read-easy version amdations Security Coordinator, the Facilities Management
classroom exercises. Two new publications producgivision of the Office of Central Support Services and the
specifically for students atthe intermediate and secondaffice of the Assistant Secretary-General for External
levels, This is the United Nation§DP1/1938) and Relations. The Human Rights Film Festival, organized by
Everything You Always Wanted to Know About the Unitgife International Council of the National Academy of
Nations (DP1/1888), extensively covered human rightgelevision Arts and Sciences in cooperation with the
issues. Extracts frorfieaching About Human Righta Department of Public Information, included screenings of
teaching manual, was also reissued for use by teach@ésumentaries in the Dag Hammarskjold Library
Each month, the Department forwarded several hundigdditorium on 3, 4, 7 and 9 Decemki€d98. The premiere
information packets to teachers, which contained the t@ftthe documentary prepared by the Department, “For
of the Universal Declaration and other human rightgveryone, Everywhere”, which contained archival footage
related material. on the history of the Universal Declaration, took place on
7 Decembefi998. Each showing of the documentary was
followed by a panel discussion.
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83. The 1998 Human Rights Prize award ceremony toskudents. During the reporting period, the Service produced
place in the General Assembly in the presence of tie552 press releases concerned with human rights issues,
Secretary-General and the High Commissioner. TheEnglish and French. These were distributed in hard copy
Department, in cooperation with the Office of the Highio the 250 correspondents of the press corps at the United
Commissioner, organized a press conference for tNations Office at Geneva, transmitted electronicallytothe
awardeesimmediately afterwards. On Human Rights Dd&ygpartment of Public Information in New York, and
the Secretary-General officially opened the human righitimediately posted on the United Nations Web site.

exhibit organized by the Department. The exhibit, 87 |, the period 1998999, the Service continued its
portion ofwhich was displayed for the launch of the fiftieth, o 3 poration with the Internet team of the Office of the
anniversaryofthe Universal Declaration,includedseverﬁTgh Commissioner in order to ensure that its press

panels on all Human Rights Prize awardees since 196805565 on the work of the Commission on Human Rights
A”F’ther event co-_sponsored t_)y Fhe Department and the it Subcommission were available with links to the
Office of the High Co_mmlssmner _fea_tured thre‘ic'Neb site of the Office. The Service also updated its home
messengers ofpe_ace: Luciano Pavarotti, Michael Douglﬁége in English and French, giving prominence to human
and Anna Catald. rights developments.

84' .A special event, _co-sponsoreq by the Permgneég_ During the reporting period, 33 of the press
Mission of San Marino, the Office of the High .t ances held at the United Nations Office at Geneva

Commissioner and the DepartmentofPubllcInformatlo%oncemed human rights issues. The Information Service

Iaunche_d the section of the Web site of_the Offic rovided television and radio coverage on the work of the
containing more than 250 language versions of t

. . e X . ommission and its Subcommission, and on press
Universal Declaration. Participantsin the event, which Was ferences held by the High Commissioner, human rights

opened by the Secretary-General, included the Pre3|dr§§ erts and governmental representatives. These were used

of th_e Genergl Assembly a_nd the Minis’Fer of F_orei_gn angy Assocated Press, Reuters Television and CNN, among
Political Affairs of San Marino. An evening recital in the

others. It also liaised with visiting television crews and
General Assembly &ll featured two famous performers g

Luci P Cand M i he hiahli ﬁ)rovided satellite transmission services. United Nations
O?fr']zngayavamm and Wynton Marsalis, as the highlig Llevision coverage, including 35 items on the session of

the Commission in 1999, was distributed through the
European Broadcasting Union to television stations

H. United Nations information centres and  throughout the world.

services 89. In September 1998, the Information Service
organized, in synergy with the annual Conference of Non-
1. United Nations Information Service at Geneva dovernmental Organizations convened by the Department

) ) ) ) of Public Information at Headquarters, a special event on
85. The United Nations Information Service at Gene\fﬁe theme “Education and human rights: from words to

_hasaspecial roletoplayin promoting human righ_ts, 0iVBBeds”. The event, to which 200 non-governmental
its presence at the same duty station as the Office of fjganizations were invited, included a live telecast of the

High Commissioner for Human Rights, the Commissiofeadquarters opening, followed by a debate between non-
on Human Rights and its Subcommission on the Promo"'@&vernmental organizations and local education

and Protection of Human Rights, and most of the SeSSi‘H?éctitioners on the realization of human rights.

of the six treaty bodies. ) )
90. For the United Nations Day Open House, held at the

86. The Information Service provided in-depth SUPPOH;|ais des Nations on 18 October 1998, the Service
to all aspects of the human rights programme Onggyanized, with the support of the European Parliament,
continuing basis. This included the issuance of préggpecial exhibit commemorating the fiftieth anniversary
releases on human rights matters and, in particular, prgfshe Universal Declaration of Human Rights. This
coverage in English and French of the human righ§saphically attractive exhibitincluded texts in English and
meetings held at Geneva; the provision of radio apqench, a historical introduction to the Declaration,
television coverage, by holding regular briefings for thgyected articles of the Declaration, and a section on human
Geneva-based press; and organlzgtlon ofregular_bneﬂ_rggfms in the forthcoming century. An unprecedented
for non-governmental organizations and universit oo visitors viewed the exhibit. In the run-up to Human
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Rights Day, the Service contacted 80 editors-in-chief imformation Service at Geneva continued to take the lead
Switzerland and requested them to publish the Universal organizing commemorations of other related
Declaration on 10 Bcember1998. international days at the Palais des Nations, namely, the
91. During the fifty-fifth session of the Commission Or,nternat!onhal Day for thel Eradlcfatlor:_ of _Pove_r:]y, #7
Human Rights and the fifty-first session of itsOC;‘Ob?r'_ the Int?rnatlona Day of Solidarity ‘I’V't the
Subcommission, the Service organized 23 briefings o2 estinian Fr’].eor[]) e,29 Nov_embler, Intfrner\]tlonla} Women's
representatives ofnon-governmental organizations, givBy: 8 March; the International Day for the Elimination
by special rapporteurs and experts. It also arranged %ngamal Dlscrlmmatlo_n, 21 March; andtheInternational
seminars for non-governmental organizations and 95 fgY Of the World’s Indigenous Peoples, 9 August.

the public on humanrights andrelated issues. Since Ap@b. During the session of the Commission on Human
1999, the Visitors Service at Geneva, in collaboration witRights in 1999, the Media and Information Officer of the

the Office of the High Commissioner, has organized visit3ffice of the High Commissioner, assisted by temporary
to the Palais Wilson, giving information on the building’staffin the United Nations Information Service at Geneva,
history and the work of the secretariat. held daily press briefings, prepared daily press reviews on

92. Duringthereporting period, the Information Servicgtahe work of the Commission _and broader h“’.“a” rlgh_ts
successfully implemented an information programme {ﬁsues, and notes to the r_n_edla. The Informa_’uon Serwce
involve United Nations information centresin the work o' S° ensured the_ a"a"ab"'tY of draft resolutions in the
the treaty bodies when they meet at Geneva, by sendiiigSs room; apprised th? office of the Spokesman for the
reports on the countries concerned, background pre% cretary-General of daily developments; arranged press

releases and the final observations on the sessions.cprwerenCes by special rapporteurs and experts for the

return, the information centres were requested to proviHrletemat'onaI broadcast media; and gave interviews to the

media feedback. These reports and, when necessg?ﬁd'aon issuesraised at the meetings of the Commission.

analyses of them, were then submitted to the Office of the
High Commissioner. The same procedure was followed by
the Department of Public Information when the treaty
bodies met in New York. 96. During the period September-Decemb@98, most

93. In September 1998, the Director of the Informatioffthe outreach activities of the Unitedfibns infomation
Service participated, on behalf of the Department of Publf€ntres and services and United Nations offices were
Information, in the discussions of the chairmen of thfecused on the fiftieth anniversary of the Universal
treaty bodies regarding press coverage and the additioR&claration of Human Rights and on Human Rights Day.
measures and new initiatives which could result imhereportofthe Secretary-General on publicinformation
increased media coverage of those bodies. One of divitiesin the field of human rights, including the World
recommendations arising from the meeting was that th&/Plic Information  Campaign on Human Rights
Department of Public Information should produce a 199&/CN-4/1999/86), contains more detailed information on
calendar ofthe human rights treaty bodies meetings in N&J¢ activities undertaken by those centres, services and
York and Geneva. The calendar was subsequenﬂg'ces- A few highlights of those activities follow.
distributed to all United Nations information centres and7. In 1998, United Nations information centres and
services. In May 1999, the Director of the Informatioservices and United Nations offices translated and
Service addressed, on behalf of the Department of Pubpigblished the Universal Declaration of Human Rightsinto
Information, the meeting of special rapporteurs/experts a68 local languages, including a number of widely spoken
representatives and the meeting of chairpersons of tinéigenous languages. Furthermore, editions adapted for
human rights treaty bodies. These meetings provided elildren were published by the information centres at
opportunity to discuss ways and means to maximize tiBicharest, Lima and Rabat and the United Nations offices
publicity given by the Department of Public Informatiorin Belarus and Uzbekistan. In cooperation with partners,
to their work. The Service also drafted guidelines fothe information centres at Lima, Madrid and Panama City
special rapporteurs, which were intended to facilitate thgifoduced versions targeted to the blind. Other important
relations with the media. human rights information products were translated and,

94. Besides the series of events that culminated in th&ile most were distributed in printed form, they also

special observance of Human Rights Day in 1998, tgcreasingly found their way to the home pages of
information centres, to CD-ROM (e.g., the information

2. United Nations information centres and
services and United Nations offices
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centre at Copenhagen) and to computer diskette (e.g., filfd. Reflecting civil society’'sincreasinginterestin human
information centre at Buenos Aires). rights issues, the United Nations information centres and

98. A special effort was made to bring the human righ?ser\’i_ceS arranged or part@cipated in panels: round-_table
message into classrooms all over the world. The Unitét&eetmgs,wqusho_ps, briefings and model Unlted_ Na'_uons,
Nations Information Centre at Asuncién held a postéf Cooperation with non-governmental organizations,

competition involving 30,000 students from 200 school§'ducat'°nal institutions, libraries and parliamentarians.

at Buenos Aires. the Information Centre launched a(Rutreach activities of this kind were carried out by the

interactive educational series: the Information Centre giformation centres at Accra, Asuncion, Beirut, Buenos

Lagos co-sponsored a nationwide essay contest f%ltres,Brussels,Copenhagen,Harare,Kathmandu,LaPaz,

secondary students; the Information Centre at Lima afipidrid, Maseru, NeV\{ Delhi, Ouagadougou, Port ofSpa_m,
the newspapdtl Comercidorought together 750 studentsRaba_‘t’ Rome, Bogota, Tehran and_Tunls, the Informatl_on
for a workshop; the Information Centre at Mexico Citi‘erwc_e at Bangkok and the United Nations _offlce n
trained university students to brief elementary scho _zbeklstan. Lectures or speer_:hes on human rlghts_ Yvere
students on human rights; while numerous informatidh{Ven Py staff of the information centres at Asuncion,

centres gave lectures and speeches or arranged worksh ens, C_olombo, Dhakg, LaPaz, Lagos, Lisbon, Mad_rid,
seminars and briefings at educational institutions. exico City, New Delhi, Ouagadougou, Panama City,
Paris, Port of Spain, Pretoria, Rome, Tehran and Tunis,

99. Several information centres used cultural eventsd@d of the United Nations offices in Armenia, Azerbaijan
raise awareness about human rights issues. Th&d Uzbekistan.

Information Centre at Bujumbura sponsored a son
competition, the Centre at Dhaka arranged a reading; ! he i h lati q
human rights poems, the Centre at Moscow co-sponsoﬂg r_mat_lon on t € Issue, such as 'Frans ation an

a human rights film festival, the Centre at Prague wal lication, the United Nations information centres and
involved in ahuman rights festival which included musiczfierr\]”ceS are mcreasm?Iy emp!oyzlrjlg fnr_ew telch ng(lfgy Suﬁh
performances by human rights activists, the Centre fip home pages, nowa e_aturem omices. Ina Ition, the
Rome joined the opera house La Scala in arrangingué"ted Nations information centre at Lisbon arranged an
concert benefiting children in Koso, while the Centre at inter-agency video conference on women and human

Bogoté and a network of non-governmental organizatioﬁ'ghts’ and the information centres at Ouagadougou and

attracted 45,000 people to an outdoor rock Concep,'[okyoeach co-produced a television programme and video.

Exhibits of various kinds were arranged by the informatiotfther activities include a series of world music concerts

centres at Accra. Asuncién. Athens. Beirut Brussel§0-0rganized by the United Nations Information Centre at

Buenos Aires, Copenhagen, Dhaka, Islamabad, I_imlg{rague;exhibitsin Minsk and Panama City; essay contests

Lomé, London, Mexico City, Moscow Ouagaolougmfn'Lagos; a school contest arranged by Information Centre
Panama City, Rabat Sydney and Tokyo ’bythemfamion in Paris; a campaign on therights of children co-sponsored

services at Geneva and Vienna, and by the United Natio% the Informatlon Centre in Rome; a huma_n rights
office in Belarus. awareness campaign supported by the Information Centre

_ ) at Bucharest, involving the distribution 0f 40,000 leaflets;
100. During the period January-August 1999, margh information stand at a two-day human rights event in
information centres used their close contacts with locgk|gium; and a simulation at a university of the
media to promote the issue of human rights. Staff at thgoceedings of the Human Rightsrémittee, co-organized

information centres at Asuncion, Buenos Aires, Lisborpy the United Nations Information Centre at Tehran.
Paris, Prague and Rome, the information services at

Bangkok and Geneva, and the United Nations office in
Uzbekistan gave interviews to written and electronic

media, while the United Nations Information Centre at

New Delhi arranged several interviews for the High

Commissioner. The Information Centre at Bogota

organized two working breakfasts with media

representatives to familiarize them with the local human
rights office and also arranged a press conference to
introduce the new representative of the High

Commissioner.

2. Supplementing the trigidnal ways of dissemiating

20



A/54/399

Notes

! SeeOfficial Records of the Economic and Social Council,
1999, Supplement No.(&/1999/23-E/CN.4/1999/167),
chap. Il, sect. A, resolutions 1999/64 and 1999/60,
respectively.

2 Official Records of the General Assembly, Fifty-fourth
Session, Supplement No. @654/36).

3 The report of the Workshop is contained in
E/CN.4/1999/94.
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