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President Mr. Opertti . .. ... (Uruguay)
The meeting was called to order at 10.10 a.m. We welcome the strong case that the Secretary-
General makes for focusing international efforts on the
Agenda item 10(continued) prevention of conflict. After all, pursuing the post facto

solution of conflicts, which has been the practice so far,
Report of the Secretary-General on the work of the  is much more costly in terms of both human suffering and
Organization material losses.

Report of the Secretary-General (A/53/1) Such a preventive policy is an ambitious
undertaking. It requires a broad approach, integrating
The President (interpretation from Spanigh political and security instruments with longer-term
Members will recall that the Secretary-General presenteddevelopment and medium-term reconstruction and
his report at the 7th plenary meeting, on 21 September. rehabilitation activities as well as short-term relief
emergency assistance.
Mr. Ramaker (Netherlands): In his report on the
work of the Organization, the Secretary-General does not With the Secretary-General, we believe that the
only provide us with a frank account of the failures and Security Council can play a pivotal role in such a
successes of the United Nations in confronting questions ofcomprehensive strategy. It would require the Council not
conflict, peace and development; his report is also aonly to pay systematic attention to the political and
catalogue of sensible suggestions to tackle these issuesiilitary aspects of crises. It would also have to address
more effectively in the future. all those formidable threats to human security beyond
naked violence and aggression. Poverty, ethnic tensions
The Secretary-General outlines a vision of how in the and natural disasters equally threaten the human
future the Organization should deal with the complexities environment as root causes of many conflicts.
of a community of increasingly independent States. Its
centrepiece is his assumption that the United Nations should In this context, the Secretary-General's reference to
play a vital role in this global process of change. We could the potential of Article 65 of the Charter allowing the
not agree more, and look forward to the proposals theSecurity Council to request information and assistance
Secretary-General intends to submit in this regard to thefrom the Economic and Social Council is an interesting
Millennium Assembly. one and should be pursued or further explored.

For our part, we are ready to contribute to a strong The Secretary-General’s report is a strong antidote
and effective Organization that can lead us well preparedto complacency among Member States with regard to the
into the next century.

98-85985 (E) This record contains the original text of speeches delivered in English and interpretations of speeches
delivered in the other languages. Corrections should be submitted to original speeches only. They
should be incorporated in a copy of the record and be sent under the signature of a member of the
delegation concernedyithin one month of the date of the meeting the Chief of the Verbatim
Reporting Service, Room C-178. Corrections will be issued after the end of the session in a
consolidated corrigendum.
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challenges of development. We fully share the Secretary-weeks almost all heads of State, heads of Government
General's concern that, while a large proportion of and heads of delegation addressed the issue of
humanity still faces miserable living conditions, the flow of globalization. After all, in his report the Secretary-General
aid to developing countries continues to decline. Equally gave us some compelling reasons to engage in an ongoing
disconcerting is the increasing tendency among donors tadiscussion on how to deal with this phenomenon, which
earmark aid and ignore the real needs of recipients. affects all of us in one way or another.

From this rostrum, | can only assure the Secretary- Indeed, this subject has now been put firmly on the
General that my country will stick to its self-imposed aid United Nations agenda. It is important that all organs of
target of 0.8 per cent of its gross domestic product. the United Nations system, including the Bretton Woods

institutions, which are at this very moment meeting in

My country firmly believes in the value of multilateral Washington, develop a joint approach towards the
development channels. They, as it were, guarantee a —eonsequences of this process by sharing information and
balanced distribution of aid. We can, therefore, analyses and by pursuing consistency and
wholeheartedly subscribe to the Secretary-General’'s claimcomplementarity in their policies. The immediate negative
that the United Nations does have an added value as a trulgonsequences — marginalization of social groups and of
universal development institution. least developed countries — require our special attention.

Consequently, the Netherlands intends to increase its The Secretary-General rightly stresses that the
contribution to multilateral development cooperation. The promotion of human rights should not be treated as
decision to do this, | freely admit, has also been inspired bysomething separate from the Organization’s other
the reforms and innovations that the Secretary-General hasctivities. He qualifies this as a common thread running
initiated in the domain of United Nations development through all of those activities. We support this view. Fifty
activities. years after the adoption of the Universal Declaration of

Human Rights, it has become more and more clear that a

However, we harbour no illusions that even generoushuman rights policy cannot stop at standard-setting and
aid could be the sole vehicle for social and economic declaratory statements: it must encompass early warning,
change. On the contrary, the most important contribution in prevention and remedying of human rights violations.
this regard consists of national resources and financialOnly an integrated policy in the fields of peace and
means. In our view, development strategies shouldsecurity, development and human rights can yield results.
primarily focus on maximizing the impact of sound national For that reason, we will continue to contribute to the
policies and good governance, leading to sustainableimplementation of this approach, which the Secretary-
development and favourable conditions for attracting private General has so eloquently outlined in his report.
investment.

At the same time, it must be clear that within these

In the humanitarian field, we welcome the integrated policies the international legal system itself has
reorganization of the Secretariat resulting in the to be accorded its proper weight. We share the optimism
establishment of the Office for the Coordination of of the Secretary-General about the increasing awareness
Humanitarian Affairs. Under the skilful leadership of the of the need to base the international order on legal norms
Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs, the and rules. The International Tribunal for the Former
United Nations system is steadily refining and improving its Yugoslavia in The Hague and the International Tribunal
capacity to respond whenever and wherever man-made ofor Rwanda have been contributing, within their
natural disasters strike. mandates, to the noble efforts to end a global culture of

impunity. We trust that the International Criminal Court

Maybe this is the moment and the place to recall the in due course will play a similar role.
debate a few days ago in the Security Council on protection
for humanitarian workers. It is indeed essential that such In our view, the United Nations, in a number of
protection be provided for staff who often have to work in significant ways, is quite on track with the reforms that
extremely dangerous situations. the Secretary-General initiated last year. Indeed, much has

already been achieved, and we agree with the Secretary-

Itis, of course, no coincidence that during the general General that the United Nations family is today acting
debate that took place in his Hall over the previous two with greater unity of purpose and coherence of effort than
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it did only a year ago. We are convinced that, given this from Governments and from civil society. Argentina
progress, the United Nations family and Member Statesunderstands this challenge and is convinced that isolated
alike will support reform as an ongoing process enabling actions are inadequate to address global problems such as
mankind, at any given point in time, to deal effectively with climate change. We welcome the adoption of the Kyoto
evolving global issues. Protocol to the United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change, and we are proud that from 2 to 13
Mr. Petrella (Argentina) ({nterpretation from November Argentina will shall host the fourth session of
Spanish: | wish to thank the Secretary-General for the the Conference of the Parties to that Convention.
thoughts set out in his report on the work of the
Organization during the period of the fifty-second session In a globalized, interdependent world, the protection
of the General Assembly. We share his vision of the role of and promotion of human rights is an inseparable element
the United Nations for the twenty-first century. Ours will be of international peace and security. Extreme poverty and
a globalized and interdependent world. civil conflicts sometimes make us lose sight of individual
freedoms. That is why the promotion of human rights
Since the mid-1990s, globalization has been the enginemust not be viewed in isolation from the other activities
of economic dynamism, of the liberalization of markets, of of the United Nations, but rather as an element common
increased flows of investment and of the communicationsto all of them, in particular to conflict-prevention and the
revolution. Developing countries have carried out profound consolidation of peace and development.
reforms so that they could be integrated into this new state
of affairs. We agree with the Secretary-General that the Just as we share the common task of promoting and
challenge we face is not to resist globalization, but to take protecting human rights, we must also take determined
advantage of its positive effects and neutralize its adverseaction against drug-trafficking and terrorism. The special
consequences. session of the General Assembly on the drug problem and
the adoption of the International Convention for the
Facts show that the economic prosperity of recent Suppression of Terrorist Bombings are concrete examples
years exists side by side with extreme poverty. One fifth of of joint action to deal with global threats. We also see
humanity must live on just one dollar a day. Yet the total such joint action in the sphere of humanitarian assistance:
volume of official development assistance has beensince its establishment, the “white helmets” initiative has
constantly decreasing. sought to create awareness in the international community
of the need for joint action. It is disgraceful that this spirit
Because of its universal nature and its broad of solidarity should be frustrated when needy people are
economic, social and political mandate, the United Nationsprevented from receiving humanitarian assistance and
has the capacity and legitimacy to propose action thatwhen there are attacks against international personnel
would make it possible for globalization to benefit everyone responsible for distributing that assistance.
and to encompass countries and societies that have
remained on the fringes of the process. We therefore value The maintenance of international peace and security
the development assistance provided by United Nationsis the irreplaceable role of the United Nations. If that
funds and programmes to eradicate poverty and to promoteesponsibility is not shouldered, no other activities can be
social development, sustainable development, goodcarried out effectively. We agree with the Secretary-
governance and the rights of women. General that along with conflicts between States, natural
disasters, ethnic tension, systematic violations of human
Institutional reform within the United Nations should rights and grave humanitarian emergencies are all sure
make it possible to take action on the new realities sources of instability that can disrupt peace and security
engendered by globalization. In our view, that is the centralthroughout a region.
idea of the report of the Secretary-General, and we entirely
agree with it. The United Nations must be the voice of the These conflicts require of the Security Council a
majority, the voice of the smallest and weakest — who in new sensitivity, which can be produced only by a more
an unregulated world seem to have no agenda thatirect awareness of the realities of the countries
represents their interests. concerned and of the political, social, economic and
humanitarian circumstances where those conflicts are
Among today’s global problems, environmental taking place. There is thus a need for greater transparency
degradation in its various forms requires an urgent responsén the work of the Council, closer contact with the
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General Assembly and a frank dialogue with the parties toArgentine and foreign officers courses at its training
conflicts and with troop-contributing countries. In this centre. During his recent visit to Buenos Aires the
connection, we must consider in detail the Secretary-Secretary-General honoured the centre with his presence.
General's proposal to establish cooperation between the
Security Council and the Economic and Social Council on The system of collective security and the rule of law
the basis of Article 65 of the Charter. have been strengthened by the recent creation of the
International Criminal Court. We completely agree with
Disarmament plays a central role in the area of peacethe Secretary-General's assessment regarding the
and security. We share the Secretary-General's concerfimportance of civil society in the process of creating that
regarding recent nuclear tests. At the same time, we viewCourt. We would like to pay special tribute to the
hopefully the declarations made by India and Pakistan withCoalition for an International Criminal Court, which
regard to signing the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Banchannelled the efforts of hundreds of non-governmental
Treaty. | am pleased to announce that on 24 September ouorganizations and promoted a permanent and fruitful
Congress approved that Treaty, which will soon be ratified. dialogue with Governments.

Another positive development is the adoption in The summary which | have just given reflects
Ottawa of the Convention banning anti-personnel mines,Argentina’s commitment, and that of Latin America, to
which Argentina signed in December 1997. the United Nations and to the decisions adopted by the

General Assembly. That commitment will be strengthened

Argentina also supports the establishment of nuclear-as today’s uncertainty in the international arena requires
weapon-free zones as a means to achieve the gradua more energetic and assertive Organization for the
denuclearization of the planet, and resolutely supports theachievement of the purposes of the Charter.
initiative aimed at declaring the southern hemisphere an
area free of nuclear weapons. Mr. Pawar (India): Permit me to compliment you,

Mr. President, on the skill with which you are conducting

With regard to the Southern Cone Common Market the work of the fifty-third session.

(MERCOSUR), plus Bolivia and Chile it is worth

mentioning, the Inter-American Convention against the May | also thank the Secretary-General for his report

lllicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, on the work of the Organization, which is the subject of

Ammunition, Explosives and Other Related Materials and today’s discussion, and compliment him on its quality. |

the Ushuaia Declaration, which establishes a zone free ofwill address myself to only a few of the many themes

weapons of mass destruction and which contains a decisiotwhich he has covered in this report.

to move towards declaring the MERCOSUR region an area

free of anti-personnel landmines. We believe that all Member States must work
together to strengthen the United Nations, make its

In his annual report the Secretary-General emphasizesunctioning more democratic and representative and
the fact that the number of United Nations personnel ensure, through it, that we are able to harness for the
assigned to peacekeeping operations has decreased sincemmon good the forces and energies released by the end
1990. Nevertheless, this does not mean that we live in aof the cold war and by the momentum in global economic
safer world. Peacekeeping structures must always bénteraction. It is only the United Nations that can evolve,
available for unforeseen deployments. We believe that thedefine and promote a comprehensive and responsive
lack of financial resources must not restrict this principal universalist agenda which will meet the challenges of the
mandate of our Organization. next century. The Secretariat obviously has a critical role

to play. On the one hand, led with distinction by the

Argentina, which is the eighth largest troop- Secretary-General, it mustin its work faithfully reflect the
contributing country and this year is celebrating the fortieth priorities set by the Member States and transmitted
anniversary of its participation in peacekeeping operations,through the intergovernmental mandates; on the other
once again renews its commitment to those operations. hand, it is our responsibility to give the Secretariat the

resources to do the work that we have assigned it.

In addition, Argentina is part of the Rapid Deployment
Brigade and the stand-by arrangements system. It maintains ~ We applaud the Secretary-General’s vision of the
its troops at a high level of training and offers both Organization, which places disarmament near the centre
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of its mission of peace and development. However, we areto say that, following from this, the role of the Security
disappointed that it appears from the report that whatCouncil should also be broadened. This is a matter that
preoccupies the United Nations is still non-proliferation and requires very careful consideration. For years, it has been
perhaps the reduction of nuclear weapons, not their totalwidely recognized that the security of nations, and
elimination. Even now, with the cold war part of history, international peace, has multiple dimensions. This indeed
the international community has been unable to come towas why, several years ago, the United Nations
grips with the fundamental global problem that more than commissioned studies on the linkages between
35,000 of these weapons are held in the armouries of thalisarmament and development. But it is a completely
nuclear-weapon Powers, with the rest of the world having different matter to argue therefrom that as a result it is
no say in whether or not they will draw down these stocks the Security Council that should assume an expanded role.
and, if so, at what pace. On the contrary, this holistic concept of security can be
properly addressed only in a body like the General
What India wants, and what the Non-Aligned Assembly, with a universal membership and a general
Movement wants, is not a leisurely reduction of nuclear mandate.
weapons, accompanied by the upgrading and strategic
modernization of arsenals, but their elimination, not in an We note with interest the reference in the report to
impossibly distant future, but within a short time frame, the “expression of global people power”, which was made
informed by a sense of urgency and political commitment. manifest in recent multilateral negotiations. The
We have stressed from this podium many times thenegotiations on the Statute of the International Criminal
centrality of promoting nuclear disarmament to safeguardCourt have been referred to as one of these instances,
our collective future. We do so again. This goal should now where individuals and groups promoted a common cause
be within our grasp. We believe that, in accordance with “supported by world public opinion”. Again, the United
the principles and priorities of the Final Document of the Nations should tread with caution. In countries that are
first special session on disarmament, the United Nations hasiome to contain two thirds of the world’s population, the
the foremost responsibility to promote nuclear disarmament,negotiations on the International Criminal Court did not
and this should be both articulated and pursued among itgaise a ripple; world public opinion was not engaged.
highest priorities.
Also, the negotiations themselves were in many
As the Secretary General has noted, peacekeepingvays a travesty. Delegations were subject to enormous
cannot but continue to be an important area of the work of pressure from non-State actors; the freedom of
the United Nations. We agree with the report that Governments to negotiate was constrained, and the
cooperation between the United Nations and regionaldiscussions less than transparent. At a critical stage in the
arrangements whose mandate permit them to play such aegotiations, some Member States received unusual
role can be useful in peacekeeping operations. However, thénterventions from the Secretariat. And requests from
United Nations cannot possibly either cede or subcontractStates that represent the majority of the world’s
its authority in peacekeeping to any lesser body, norpopulation were brushed aside because they were not
become an instrument for countries or regional politically convenient to those described as the like-
organizations to promote agendas which are not those of theninded. These are developments we would caution
general membership. against. The Secretariat of the United Nations properly
functions in promoting mandates given to it by the
A word on sanctions. The report welcomes the conceptgeneral membership and not in anticipating them.
of smart sanctions. However, the record has shown that for
many countries eager to impose sanctions, smart sanctions  We cannot achieve a durable and just peace unless
are those which cause the least pain to those who impos¢here is a transformation of a world order which works
them and frequently cause extreme suffering to the ofteninexorably against the interests of the poorer countries.
innocent populations of the target countries. We haveThe Secretary-General has clearly underlined that the
always said that sanctions are a blunt instrument. Theychallenge of development remains paramount in this
must be used sparingly and after the most carefulworld, where one fifth of humanity is forced to fend for
consideration by the international community. itself on less than a dollar a day. It is therefore saddening
to observe the steady decrease in the importance of the
The report states that the United Nations has “startedoperational activities of the United Nations, with a
to embrace a new holistic concept of security” and goes onrelatively modest $5.5 billion being made available for
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development assistance through the United Nations. No reatesources made available for development programming.
progress has been made to fund United Nations funds andVe hope that consolidated reports by the Humanitarian
programmes on a secure, predictable, assured and\ffairs Coordinator on the implications of under-funding,
continuous basis, commensurate with the increasing needsicluding forced changes in priorities and cancellation of
of the developing countries. activities, would be an important first step in ensuring that
the United Nations can provide adequate assistance to
India is one of the largest contributors to the core those in need.
resources of the United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) and a significant contributor to those of the United We have noted the dilemmas of relief and
Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) and the United Nations development linkage outlined in the report. We believe
Children’s Fund (UNICEF). We hope that the developed that a comprehensive approach that links relief and
countries will also increase their contributions to united and development is required to close the relief-to-development
apolitical resources for development. At the same time, thegap. The eradication of poverty through sustained socio-
reforms undertaken by the United Nations funds andeconomic development offers the best opportunity to
programmes in the context of funding strategies shouldbreak through the vicious circle of underdevelopment,
preserve the essential character of United Nationsconflict and misery.
assistance, which must continue to be neutral, impartial,
given as grants and based on the priorities of recipient There can be no doubt, during this fiftieth
countries. The United Nations development assistanceanniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human
framework must be approved by recipient Governments toRights, that the promotion and protection of these rights
ensure that it corresponds to and reflects national priorities.constitute one of the core responsibilities of the United
We commend the excellent work undertaken by UNDP, Nations in its functions, both in the preservation of
UNICEF, UNFPA and the World Food Programme. They international peace and security and in the promotion of
should continue to focus on their mandates, not divert theirdevelopment. The emphasis and priority which the
scarce resources into activities that are better conducted byecretary-General places on human rights in the work of
other agencies of the United Nations system. the Organization is therefore welcome. However, the
report tends to simplify the relationship between human
India accords the highest importance to the provision rights and peace and security, as well as development; we
of humanitarian assistance which fully respects the guidingwould be concerned if the United Nations were to seek
principles laid down by the General Assembly in resolution solutions and responses that rely excessively on a
46/182. We welcome the streamlining of the Office for the strengthening only of the legal order in the promotion of
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs and the efforts of the human rights.
Emergency Relief Coordinator to engage the Inter-Agency
Standing Committee in proactive and collaborative efforts There can be no doubt that there are situations in
to deal with a limited number of key issues. We are which human rights are a major cause of conflict. There
concerned, however, that the lack of predictable resourcezan also be no doubt that a body of legal norms, rules
for the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, and laws is important for the protection of human rights.
more than 60 per cent of whose costs are still funded fromHowever, human rights seen only from this perspective
extrabudgetary resources, may curtail its effectiveness. Adecome essentially problems of behaviour and discipline,
we have said before, reforms cannot succeed in the absende be rectified by the enforcement of laws, norms and
of required resources. We are seriously concerned that thestandards. Such an approach, however, ignores or
levels of funding for humanitarian assistance have beendownplays the historical, sociological, ideological and
declining over the last few years, both in absolute termseconomic circumstances which govern or influence the
and as a proportion of programme requirements. behaviour.

Itis clear from the report of the Secretary-General that All fundamental human rights are universal. But the
less than 25 per cent of the requirements of humanitarianroots of human rights violations may vary and may not
assistance were actually made available by mid-July 1998always be amenable to legislative and enforcement
We therefore strongly support his earlier proposal to approaches. For example, situations in which threats to
conduct a comprehensive review of the funding of human rights come from outside or beyond the
humanitarian programmes, includingnter alia, the Government, through extreme ideologies — we are aware
relationship between funding provided for emergencies andof the worst instances of this — require a much more
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multifaceted approach. Similarly, human rights problems Nations. The Secretary-General’s report on the work of
that are in reality symptoms of underdevelopment cannot bethe Organization, which is before us this morning, further
approached simply from a legal or behaviourist angle. Theyillustrates the many ways in which the new culture of

must be addressed as problems of development. reform is taking root throughout the United Nations.
The United Nations must view all human rights — The Secretary-General's strong and impressive
civil, political, economic, social and cultural — as leadership for reform is building confidence, both within

universal, indivisible, interdependent, interrelated andthe Secretariat and among Member States. A strong,
embedded in the trinity of democracy, development andinstitution-wide consensus has emerged for reform.
human rights. The Organization must not, either wittingly Progress is being made in priority-setting, budget
or unknowingly, try to promote a partial concept of human discipline and rationalization of structures and functions
rights seen as, or modelled essentially on, civil and political in accordance with Assembly mandates. Of course, the
rights and divorced from democracy and development. Thisproof of the package’s success will be in its effective
could lead to a dichotomy between human rights andimplementation.
development that would be most undesirable. It could raise
concerns that the mainstreaming of human rights, especially Secretary-General Annan took an important first step
in the sphere of the United Nations development activities,in the reform effort with the appointment of Louise
could displace development from its central role in the Frechette as Deputy Secretary-General. This new post
work of the United Nations. A comprehensive approach thatensures that attention to reform and the ongoing strategic
mainstreams economic, social and cultural rights to management of Member States’ interests will continue.
development, not only in name but also in deed, is the Cabinet-style management is also improving United
approach that would be most consistent with the holistic Nations operations.
concept of human rights that the United Nations should aim
to promote. In order to ensure continued progress, the United
Nations will need to focus on the Organization’s
The United Nations has a wide charter of comparative advantages. The more complex the global
responsibilities as it approaches the next millennium. Theenvironment, the more we need to prioritize and manage
Secretary-General has proposed initiatives for us towhat the United Nations can best do with what it has in
consider, and we look forward to constructive discussion onhand. The United States delegation shares the Secretary-
them. However, as long as the United Nations is hamstrungGeneral’s view that administration and management must
by its ongoing financial crisis, its scope for action will be continue to focus on creating a mission-driven and
severely curtailed. results-oriented Organization.

We trust, therefore, that all Member States will However, while the Secretary-General’'s reform
demonstrate their support for the United Nations, which all package is bearing fruit, there is still significant work
of us need now more than ever in a globalizing world, and remaining. We advocate robust implementation of the
ensure that it is placed on a sound financial footing. A points highlighted in the Secretary-General’s report. This
United Nations that is bankrupt or kept in chronic poverty would include time limits on new programmes and
reflects a political bankruptcy and a lack of will to back the results-based budgeting. These have been authorized by
institution on which our hopes must rest for our collective the Assembly since 1987 in its programme planning,
future. That is, hopefully, not a message that the budget, monitoring and evaluation rules. Their
Organization wishes to send. implementation is long overdue, as is the functioning of

the recently agreed dividend-for-development account.

We commit ourselves to supporting the Secretary-

General in his continuing efforts to reform the United A striking theme in the recently concluded general
Nations and make it more responsive to the needs of itsdebate was that of globalization, and indeed we strongly
Members. We wish him well in his endeavours and assuresupport the efforts of the Secretary-General to adapt this
him of our constructive engagement. Organization to a globalized society. The strengthening of
cooperation and working relations within the United

Mr. Burleigh (United States of America): Over the Nations system — between the Organization and the
past several years a quiet revolution, as Secretary-Generahternational financial institutions at both Secretariat and
Annan has noted, has been taking place here at the United
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intergovernmental levels — is an excellent example. We My Government believes that this simple truth is the
look forward to further initiatives in this area. irreducible bottom line to the prospect for sustained and
effective reform as admirably advocated by the Secretary-
Likewise, the progressive adaptation of United Nations General. So, in that context we stand ready, as we have
development machinery, both in organization and inin the past, to assist the Secretary-General in all his
philosophy, demonstrates the realization that if developmentefforts on behalf of Assembly mandates to press for
is to be sustainable, it must encompass not only economiqgreater efficiency, accountability and results-focused
growth but also the distribution of the fruits of that growth, accomplishments.
investment in human as well as capital infrastructure, good
governance and, of course, respect for human rights. As Mr. Abulhasan (Kuwait) (interpretation from
regards adaptation, we have been impressed that the Unitedrabic): Let me begin by expressing in the name of my
Nations has undertaken a much needed renewal of itsddelegation our greatest appreciation for the excellent
activities in coordinating humanitarian relief over the course efforts made by Secretary-General Kofi Annan in guiding
of the year. the work of this Organization most wisely and
competently. It is a matter which we indeed have
As the Assembly now considers its many agenda expected since he assumed his post. We in Kuwait wish
items, we must keep in mind this need — that is, to to reiterate our full support for his efforts to highlight the
continue to continue to adapt United Nations work so as toleading role of the United Nations in the international
better meet today's international realities. The plane.
Organization’s interests in this regard will be well served
by the Secretary-General's planned report to the My delegation has studied carefully the Secretary-
Millennium Assembly. Preparing for this important event General's report in document A/53/1, which we are
by reviewing the Organization’s priorities will help ensure considering today. We cannot fail to pay tribute to the
that the United Nations remains relevant and vibrant for themanner in which it is couched. It is comprehensive in the
twenty-first century. way it deals with the issues. It is also characterized by
vision in grappling with certain international issues, not to
Critical to this is effective oversight. We are pleased mention courage in stating the shortcomings of the work
with the progress of the Office of Internal Oversight of the United Nations in certain respects and the reasons
Services. Management audits, the announcement ofor such shortcomings and providing the practical
guidelines, in-depth evaluations, anti-fraud work, solutions, which is a matter that deserves the appreciation
programme performance reporting, support for institutional of the Members of the United Nations.
reform, and follow-up reviews all show that the
Organization is going beyond merely learning lessons to My delegation fully supports the position of the
actually applying them. Of course, the support and active Secretary-General to continue with the reform of the
participation of staff members in the reform initiatives is United Nations. Kuwait has always expressed its support
critical to their success. In order to empower them more of the efforts of the Secretary-General in this respect. It
effectively we agree with the report that vital reforms in responded to certain measures and suggestions on his part
personnel policy must still be undertaken. quickly and voluntarily. We agree with him that reform
should be a continuous process and not merely a transient
Key to the success of this Organization is the United action. So we have to support the Secretary-General and
Nations ability to live within its resources and to use them ask him to continue his meritorious efforts in the field of
where the United Nations can best offer unique assistancereform, especially as regards strengthening the role of the
Additionally, the United Nations many stakeholders around United Nations in the social, economic and development
the world need to see the Secretariat implementing reformareas. These issues are contained in the report we are

in ways in which it can best offer unique assistance. considering today.
Finally, and perhaps most important, we agree with the Furthermore, since Kuwait belongs to the Non-
Secretary-General when he notes that Aligned Movement and the Group of 77, it wishes to state

its support for all the worthy observations provided by
“Member States must engage those reforms that liethese two groups jointly, especially on the process of
within their purview with greater determination and reform and in particular the section regarding solving the
vigour.” (A/53/1, para. 236) financial crisis.
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The report of the Secretary-General has intensively challenges of the next century and of playing a leading
focused on the efforts of the United Nations to resolve and effective role in the international community. This is
international conflicts, especially those that are rife on the our heartfelt wish and aspiration, as it is also for the
African continent — and in Afghanistan — that have been peoples of the world.
dealt with objectively and frankly. He has paid tribute to
the success of the efforts in defusing the crisis that emerged Mr. Hasmy (Malaysia): | wish to thank the
last February because of the problem between the UnitedSecretary-General for his report on the work of the
Nations Special Commission (UNSCOM) and Iraq. He Organization. Itis refreshingly concise yet comprehensive
stressed that his role comes within preventive diplomacy,in its coverage. It deserves our serious and in-depth
and in this respect we fully agree with him. discussion and consideration. Our deliberations in this

particular debate, under item 10 of the agenda of the

However, Kuwait wishes to continue this substantive General Assembly, will provide the basis for further
part and wishes to refer to the efforts of the United Nations consideration of specific issues later on. These
and the Secretary-General on the other issues betweedeliberations should also assist the Secretary-General and
Kuwait and Iraq — that is, the two issues of the prisoners his associates and staff in preparing for further work to be
of war and the return of Kuwaiti properties and possessionsdone during the current session as well as future sessions
that were stolen during the period of the Iragi occupation of of the General Assembly.

Kuwait. We believe that there are certain legal and

technical reasons that impel us to clarify what has taken We now stand at the threshold of a new millennium.

place concerning these two issues. For example, theOur consolidated efforts at the United Nations must be
prisoners of war and return of property to Kuwait fall under directed towards ushering in an era of unprecedented
certain major issues considered at the United Nations —international cooperation and equitable development.
that is, the General Assembly item about the consequence$hrough our continued commitment to the Organization,

of the Iragi aggression against Kuwait in 1990, and the we should be able to work collectively to establish a

Security Council item entitled “The situation between Irag global concord that is true to the letter and spirit of the

and Kuwait”. Charter of the United Nations.

The United Nations is concerned with the follow-up of My delegation supports the Secretary-General’s plan
the above issues, especially that it now has a representativeo submit a report to the Millennium Assembly, in which
in lrag who is following up these and other issues. he proposed to suggest
Furthermore, the previous reports of the Secretary-General

had referred to the developments of the above two issues. “workable objectives and institutional means for the
United Nations to meet the challenges of human
We in Kuwait call upon the Secretary-General to pay solidarity in the years ahead’A(53/1, para. 3

special attention to the two above-mentioned issues,
especially regarding the Kuwaiti prisoners of war. This While applauding the Secretary-General’s initiative to
involves tragedy and suffering on the part of thousands ofdraw upon diverse views from various levels of society,
Kuwaitis who are awaiting the return of their innocent my delegation wishes to emphasize that preparations for
relatives. We confirm here that this is one kind of human the Millennium Assembly should primarily be an
suffering. According to our understanding, human suffering intergovernmental process. It is important that the
is one and the same whether it is the suffering of one Secretary-General work closely with Member States
individual or hundreds of individuals, or whether it was a through an appropriate mechanism in preparing for the
result of sanctions or a hostage/prisoner-of-war situationimportant Assembly. Similarly, Member States should
and deprivation. It is one and the same suffering that shouldbegin to prepare to ensure that the Millennium Assembly
be dealt with strictly in a human manner and in a way that will achieve concrete results rather than be a largely
confirms the credibility of the United Nations in this celebratory occasion.
respect.
| wish to reiterate my delegation’s commitment to

In conclusion, | wish to reiterate our appreciation of the importance of upholding Article 1 of the United
the Secretary-General for all his efforts. | wish him successNations Charter, which calls for effective collective
in his efforts aimed at the creation of a new measures for the prevention and removal of threats to
Organization — an Organization capable of confronting the international peace and security. Too often in the past,
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inaction and selective actions on the part of the many Member States on previous occasions, should also
Organization have led to the escalation of conflicts, be carefully addressed.
resulting in unnecessary human and material costs. Too
often, badly needed resources have to be spent on post- On the issue of peacekeeping, Malaysia wishes to
conflict activities. It is important that preventive efforts be reaffirm its commitment to the important role of the
stepped up so that the Organization’s priorities can beUnited Nations in peacekeeping efforts. Malaysia is fully
appropriately ordered. My delegation welcomes the supportive of the Organization’s initiative to continue to
Secretary-General’s efforts in this regard. strengthen the United Nations capacity to respond swiftly
to conflict situations. Malaysia was among the first of 77
We commend the Secretary-General for his use of theMember States to join the United Nations standby
services of prominent and skilled diplomats to serve as hisarrangements system. My delegation takes note of the
personal representatives. We also support fully theinitiative taken by some Member States to establish the
Secretary-General's call for better information-gathering Stand-by Forces High-Readiness Brigade (SHIRBRIG).
and the improvement of early warning systems to monitor However, we believe that, since membership of this
and respond to potential conflicts in order to enable swift Brigade is not open to all States Members of the United
and timely action on the part of Member States as well asNations, it is perhaps not quite appropriate at this stage to
of the Organization. Strategies have to be well coordinated.refer to it as the United Nations Stand-by Forces High-
Above all, Member States must have the political will and Readiness Brigade. Indeed, there is a need to clarify how
resources to implement such strategies. the United Nations intends to deploy this Brigade in the
context of the existing United Nations standby
We concur with the Secretary-General's assertion thatarrangements that involve other United Nations Member
a new holistic concept of security is necessary in further States.
efforts at preventing conflicts. Peace and security are indeed
inextricably linked to the promotion of development. The The subject of sanctions has continued to be of great
Secretary-General has presented a very importaniconcern to Member States. My delegation strongly feels
guestion — basically, that of broadening the role of the that sanctions should be applied with great caution. They
Security Council by invoking Article 65 of the Charter. should be resorted to only in cases of extreme necessity
While recognizing the increasing need of the Council to be when other peaceful options provided for in the Charter
provided with accurate and relevant information to addresshave been proven inadequate. Sanctions cannot be used as
economic, social and humanitarian crises that threateran instrument for promoting the narrow and national
international peace and security, my delegation would like interests of individual Member States. Sanctions, when
to stress that any action by the Security Council in this deemed absolutely necessary, should have specific
regard must be taken with due recognition of the properobjectives, be clearly targeted and given specified time-
role and function of General Assembly. My delegation frames so as to reduce humanitarian costs.
believes that Member States should examine thoroughly the
Secretary-General’'s comments with a view to studying the My delegation notes that some significant progress
various implications. has been made in the reform process instituted by the
Secretary-General. We welcome the continuing efforts
My delegation is supportive of efforts to further aimed at the streamlining of the Secretariat, the
intensify cooperation between the United Nations andreorganization of the work programme into four core
regional organizations in early warning and preventive areas and other measures aimed at improving the whole
diplomacy. We recognize that the United Nations cannot actUnited Nations system. We welcome the establishment of
alone on every potential conflict. However, it is important the Senior Management Group. Clearly, the
to ensure that this Organization does not absolve itselfimplementation of the important measures proposed by
totally of its central and critical role in the maintenance of the Secretary-General that require the approval of
international peace and security. My delegation strongly Member States will have to be monitored so as to ensure
believes that preventive diplomacy should be undertakena more efficient and effective United Nations, with a
within the provisions of the United Nations Charter and its renewed emphasis on economic, social and development
expressed mandate. The question of reconciling theactivities.
legitimate concerns of the international community and
respect for the principle of sovereignty, as expressed by My delegation is pleased to note the early
preparation for a review conference in the year 2000 to
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assess the implementation of the outcome of the Worldpleased with the reestablishment of the Department for
Summit for Social Development and for a special sessionDisarmament Affairs. The Secretary-General has
of the General Assembly in June 1999 to follow up on the appropriately warned of the danger of nuclear-weapons
International Conference on Population and Development.proliferation and the catastrophic consequences of the use
Malaysia will work closely with other Member States and of such weapons. Clearly, international efforts on nuclear
the relevant United Nations organs and bodies to ensuradisarmament and non-proliferation have suffered some
that we all remain committed to the promotion of social serious setbacks recently. Malaysia welcomes the recent
development worldwide, particularly in the light of the announcement made by Pakistan and India that they will
current economic crisis, which is spreading fast around thesign the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT)
world, threatening to further drive millions of the poor and and the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear
underprivileged towards more extreme levels of poverty andWeapons (NPT) in the near future.
deprivation.
As regards the work of the Conference on
The humanitarian efforts of the United Nations around Disarmament, my delegation regrets that the Conference
the world deserve our applause and support. My delegatiorhas failed yet again to establish an ad hoc committee on
welcomes the creation of the Office for the Coordination of nuclear disarmament. My delegation, however, welcomes
Humanitarian Affairs. We also welcome the Organization’s the establishment of the two committees in the
initiatives to provide early, efficient and more coordinated Conference on Disarmament to deal with fissile material
response to humanitarian situations and its efforts tocut-off and negative security assurances. We hope that
improve the delivery of humanitarian services. The questionthey will make speedy progress in their deliberations.
of the security and safety of humanitarian workers in
conflict situations is of utmost importance and should be Serious efforts should be made to strengthen the
adequately addressed. We note the slight decrease in thBrotocol to the Biological Weapons Convention. The
number of refugees worldwide in 1997. Nevertheless, weinternational community should be prepared to conclude
think that serious efforts should be made not only to negotiations as soon as possible on a balanced protocol
resolve current refugee problems, but also to prevent futurefor the Convention’s verification regime, taking into
ones. account the interests of developing countries, particularly
related to technology transfer.
This year, we commemorate the fiftieth anniversary of
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. We will also The proliferation of small arms is one of the most
conduct the first review of the Vienna Declaration and challenging issues confronting the international
Programme of Action. We have to take stock of the community. The illicit trafficking in and widespread use
progress made so far in the field of human rights. There isof small arms have the effect of destabilizing societies.
still evidence of double standards and selectivity being My delegation supports the suggested holding of an
applied in the treatment of human rights. My delegation international conference to increase public awareness on
takes note of the Secretary-General’'s assessment on humahe need to deal with the situation.
rights and concurs with him that
The challenge of development remains paramount.
“the promotion of human rights must not be treated as Yet the volume of external aid to developing countries
something separate from the Organization's otherhas steadily declined throughout this decade. This
activities”. (bid., para. 172 dilemma that we face as a community of nations is
accurately summed up by the Secretary-General when he
However, we would like to emphasize that all rights should says
be treated equally and in a balanced manner. Unfortunately,

the implementation of the right to development remains “Our agenda is expanding, yet our resources are
very unsatisfactory. Therefore, a new spirit of cooperation declining.” (A/53/1, para. 121)

needs to be injected to reinvigorate our collective

commitment to all aspects of human rights. The total development assistance made available by

the United Nations is a relatively modest $5.5 billion per
My delegation shares the vision of the Secretary- year. Nevertheless, we share the Secretary-General’s hope
General that the United Nations should continue to give regarding the United Nations Development Assistance
priority to disarmament issues. Malaysia is particularly
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Frameworks. My delegation hopes that further efforts will It was so decided.
be made to constantly refine the system.
The President (interpretation from Spanigh |

The Secretary-General has spoken in his report aboutherefore request those representatives wishing to
engaging with globalization. In the current context, it is participate in the debate on this item to inscribe their
important for all of us to be alert to the numerous names on the list as soon as possible.
challenges and vast opportunities offered by globalization.
There are new dimensions of globalization which have to Mr. Yel'chenko (Ukraine): Like previous speakers,
be fully understood. These new dimensions can only bel wish to start by expressing our appreciation to the
addressed multilaterally by the United Nations and the otherSecretary-General for his personal presentation of the
international institutions. The task ahead is not to reversereport on the work of the Organization before the opening
globalization, but to understand it better so that we canof the general debate. We hope that this innovation,
respond more efficiently and effectively. We are now in the which we consider to be an integral element of the reform
midst of increasingly intense discussions as to how process, will be maintained and become a tradition.
Governments should respond to the contagion of economic
recession arising from chaos in the international financial Mr. Ortega Urbina (Nicaragua), Vice-President,
system. The United Nations should not be left out of these took the Chair.
discussions. My delegation appreciates that the Secretary-
General is very sensitive to these developments. We will In our view, the Secretary-General’s report contains
work with him and other Member States to ensure that theconcise and thoughtful coverage of United Nations
Organization can play a positive and meaningful role. activities over the past year. It focuses our attention on a

number of crucial questions with a direct relationship to

My delegation shares the view of the Secretary- the issue of the relevance of this world body to the
General that international cooperation has a vital role torequirements of the gradually emerging new era in
play in arresting and reversing the potentially harmful international relations.
effects of human activities on the environment. Malaysia
believes that dialogue with the private sector should be Addressing the continuing process of drastic and
increased further in the joint endeavour to preserve andoften unpredictable changes in today’s complicated world,
protect the environment. We are pleased with the industrythe report highlights the major characteristic of the human
dialogue with the private sector, started at the Commissioncondition at the current stage of modern history. It is
on Sustainable Development's sixth session and nowwidely recognized that most of the changes going on are
becoming a regular feature of the Commission. caused by the phenomenon of globalization. In this

respect, the Secretary-General has accurately formulated

| cannot conclude this statement without again making the major, threefold challenge facing the international
reference to the precarious financial health of the community at the turn of the new century and new
Organization, as | did at the last session. Obviously, theremillennium, which is
will be no transformation of the United Nations without the

necessary financial or budgetary support of the Organization “to understand better the emerging socio-economic
to carry out its multifaceted programmes and activities. My forces and forms of globalization, to shape them to
delegation views with deep concern the Secretary-General's serve our needs and to respond effectively to their
reference to the further deteriorating financial situation of deleterious consequencegA/53/1, para. 15)

the United Nations. There is no running away from the
fundamental issue. The major contributors have to pay their My delegation cannot help reiterating the need for
overdue contributions as soon as possible and withoutglobal responses to global challenges repeatedly stressed
conditions. This and other related issues must be resolvedy the Secretary-General himself. It is the global
as soon as possible if the “quiet revolution”, as advocatedinstitutions that are most suited to, and are expected to,
by the Secretary-General, is to succeed. provide these responses, and in the final analysis nobody
else except us can forge them. This very clear philosophy,
The President(interpretation from Spanighl should shared by many other actors of contemporary international
like to propose that the list of speakers for the debate onrelations, has inspired my country, Ukraine, to take the
this item be closed at noon today. position of an active and staunch supporter of a stronger,
more efficient and more effective United Nations.
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In this respect, we note with satisfaction that the report which “shall describe the specific goals for the Secretariat
of the Secretary-General registers the first positive resultsin the year ahead in the context of the work plan for the
of the “quiet revolution” of institutional reforms in this Organization in the coming year, taking into account the
universal Organization that was initiated last year. medium-term plan and the fact that the responsibility for

establishing priorities rests with the Member States”.

We feel especially proud that Ukraine’s representative, Furthermore, it should have included “an analytical and
who was honoured to preside over the fifty-second sessiorconcise annex elaborating the costs by major programmes
of the General Assembly, made, as many delegations havend activities of all bodies of the United Nations system,
concluded, a valuable contribution to promoting this very located both in and outside New York, according to their
important process. mandates, so as to improve Member States’ overview of

system-wide issues{(resolution 51/241, annex, paras. 6
I would like to take this opportunity to assure the and 9)

President that our delegation will offer him every support
in his efforts to facilitate progress during the consideration The usefulness of these addenda is self-evident, and
of the remaining proposals which the Secretary-Generalwe expect them to be included in reports on the work of
outlined in his report (A/51/950), “Renewing the United the Organization.
Nations: a programme for reform”.

Our next observation deals with the contents of the

From the experience of Ukraine’s presidency of the first three parts of the report, covering United Nations
General Assembly, we acquired firsthand knowledge of activities in maintaining international peace and security,
how difficult is the task of ensuring progress in reforming in the area of international cooperation for development
an institution where the interests of 185 sovereign Statesand in the humanitarian field. We understand that it is
are to be reduced to a common denominator. However, wevery difficult to retain the short and concise format of the
strongly advocate the need to move ahead along the road afeport, which we support very much, and at the same time
change, since there is a predominant interest in thisto satisfy the requirement of presenting a complete record
endeavour, which is to enhance the capacity of the Unitedof the myriad activities the United Nations has
Nations to respond effectively to the requirements of a undertaken.
changing world.

However, it is regrettable that some of the important

In this respect, we look forward to the Secretary- areas of the Organization’s work were left outside the
General’s report to the Millennium Assembly, wherein he present report. For example, we find no reference to the
intends to outline a new set of objectives and institutional programme activities related to solving the specific
means for the Organization as it moves into the new era. problems faced by the countries with economies in

transition. Furthermore, the report does not cover the

The thematic overview of the work of the efforts of the United Nations in the field of overcoming
Organization, contained in the main part of the Secretary-the consequences of major technological disasters,
General’s report, embraces all the key areas in which theincluding the Chernobyl catastrophe, the global
United Nations is mandated to conduct its activities. dimensions and implications of which have been
However, since there is always room for perfection, my repeatedly recognized by the General Assembly.
delegation would like to make a number of remarks with
regard to both the format and the contents of the report. | assume that other delegations may have their own

examples of other omissions. It is our hope that the

First, | would like to recall resolution 51/241 of 31 Secretariat will take note of our remarks and will take the
July 1997, containing a number of concrete provisions necessary measures to avoid such omissions in the future.
designed to influence future versions of the Secretary-

General’s report on the work of the Organization. While By these remarks | do not wish to leave the
some have been taken into account in the present report, wampression that our delegation underestimates the
have to note that a number of other important measuresxcellent work done by the experts in the United Nations
have yet to be implemented. Secretariat who helped the Secretary-General to prepare
his report for this session. We were motivated only by the

Specifically, in accordance with that resolution, the conviction that constructive criticism would be in a

report was supposed to contain a forward-looking section
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reliable companion, promoting the spirit of reform reigning those who can still contemplate the growing gap between
in the United Nations corridors. the wealthiest and the neediest without perceiving its
potential for destabilization on a wide and worrisome
I would like to conclude by again stressing our scale.
continued support for the Secretary-General's leadership in
our common endeavour aimed at strengthening and We believe that the Secretary-General deserves
revitalizing this world Organization, and to reiterate the credit for the series of concrete steps that he has been
resolve of Ukraine to contribute actively to these efforts. taking in order to modernize the United Nations. The
institutional reforms he initiated have undoubtedly
Mr. Amorim (Brazil): In his presentation of this contributed to revitalizing the organizational machinery
year’'s report on the work of the Organization, Secretary- and improving accountability. It is now incumbent upon
General Kofi Annan highlighted the need for the United Member States to complete a process that should not be
Nations to rediscover the connection between peace andllowed to drag on into the new millennium. The very last
economic security by pointing out that if the poor lack paragraph of the Secretary-General's report carries an
development even the richest on this planet will not be safe.unambiguous — though carefully worded — message to
We agree entirely. Unfortunately, an international consensughis effect. It states
capable of marshalling the required political and economic

resources into a coherent programme for economic “Reforming the United Nations institutional
development and improved governance at the global level machinery is but a first step towards refashioning its
has yet to emerge. roles for the new era.(A/53/1, para. 236)

At the same time, there are a certain encouraging signsThe report concludes that the Millennium Assembly,
that deserve to be acknowledged. The recently concludedvhich is to meet in less than two years, should
general debate revealed a common aspiration to seekoncentrate on substantive issues.
international solutions to our international problems.

It follows that Member States should not shun their

The socio-economic forces unleashed by the still obligation to deal with the necessary revision of those
undisciplined phenomenon known as globalization haveaspects of the Organization’s reform that only we have
presented the international community with a new set ofthe power to enact. As Minister Lampreia reminded the
challenges. In order to spread its more beneficial effects toAssembly on 21 September:
the greatest number, while minimizing its destructive

byproducts, it will be necessary to take full advantage of “For Brazil, reforming the United Nations
the possibilities for joint analysis and cooperative action necessarily implies updating the functioning and
offered by the United Nations system. As the Secretary- composition of the Security Council, which still

General rightly reminds us, no other organization enjoys the mirrors a period of history that is now long gone”
scope and legitimacy of the United Nations. It is thus (A/53/PV.7, p. 9)
appropriate — and indeed desirable — that the United
Nations should take up its responsibilities in this domain by There can be no justification for indefinitely prolonging
exercising leadership in the context of current international discussions on this topic after five years of intensive, in-
efforts to prevent globalization from disrupting the stability depth consideration of all its aspects. As the only
of those who have worked hard to earn it, while ensuring universally recognized instrument of collective security,
that it leads to greater progress, prosperity and security forthe Council is of particular importance to those among the
all. overwhelming majority of United Nations Members that,
like Brazil, are not parties to any military alliance. As we
Brazil is reassured by the determination demonstratedevolve towards a more markedly multipolar world, the
by the Secretary-General to address the various dimension€ouncil’s authority can, in principle, be exercised more
of globalization as he prepares the United Nations for afully in conformity with the original design of the
new era. By contrasting the stark economic realities in Charter, given the necessary political will. A strong and
which the majority of humanity is forced to struggle with representative Security Council will likewise help to
the fact that the past half-century has witnessed one of theprevent the international order from degenerating again
longest periods of economic expansion in history, theinto more unstable balance of power schemes, with
Secretary-General’s report carries a strong warning to allincreasing rivalry for spheres of influence.
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Furthermore, just as it becomes apparent that the sevegear — the accomplishments of a high-ranking
major industrialized Powers will not find satisfactory international diplomat with an agenda exclusively
answers to the financial problems of a globalized world dedicated to the advancement of peace.
economy without taking into consideration the points of
view of the developing world, it is also clear that the One of the preceding speakers referred to the
present imbalances in the Security Council's composition, question of sanctions. The question of Security Council-
particularly in the permanent member category, constituteimposed sanctions continues to be a matter of great
a handicap to effective United Nations responses to anconcern, and we regret that the Security Council has not
international security agenda that deals predominantly withyet been able to respond to General Assembly resolution
crises outside the developed world. 51/242. Together with other members of the Council, we

will continue to work towards a much-needed

While remaining within the Secretary-General's reassessment of this instrument, with a twofold
unifying perspective of the relationship between peace andpreoccupation: first, to enhance the effectiveness of
economic security, my delegation is pleased to note that asanctions and secondly, to ensure that humanitarian and
view long held by Brazil has been endorsed in paragraph 30other non-intended effects of sanctions are minimized or
of the report, which highlights the need for a more dynamic eliminated.
interaction between the Security Council and the Economic
and Social Council. We wholeheartedly support the call for Brazil has built up and lived by a culture of peace,
giving a new operational meaning to Article 65 of the as pointed out by the Secretary-General himself in his trip
Charter — described in that paragraph of the Secretary-to Brasilia last July. We continue to believe that coercion
General’s report as a “dormant provision” — in order to can be contemplated only as a last resort, in extreme
better equip the United Nations to address the economicgcircumstances, and that, for United Nations Members, the
social and humanitarian crises that threaten global securityuse of force can be contemplated only in clear cases of

self-defence or when collectively authorized by the

Many of the problems the Security Council has been Security Council. In today’s world, a culture of peace
grappling with, from dealing with mass flows of refugees requires respect for international law and a commitment
to making sure war-torn societies do not again lapse intoto diplomacy and multilateralism even in the face of
conflict, require an integrated approach that will incomprehension by the mass media or at the risk of
satisfactorily harmonize a number of economic and socialalienating certain segments of public opinion. The report
variables with security concerns. If peace, as the Secretaryon the work of the Organization provides us with the
General recalls, cannot be defined as mere absence of wanecessary reassurance that under the able leadership of
but is also a function of social and economic well-being, it Secretary-General, the United Nations remains not only
is only natural that a more coordinated approach to promoteour best hope for a worldwide culture of peace — one
peace should be sought, with improved relations betweencapable of reconciling peace with economic security —
the corresponding United Nations organs. We believe thatbut also, as he eloquently puts it, a unique expression of
the establishment of a humanitarian segment in theour common humanity and an indispensable instrument
Economic and Social Council and the existence of thefor achieving common goals.

Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs are
good steps in that regard. Mr. Ryan (Ireland): We welcome the opportunity
which this debate gives us to look back at some of the

We must also express our satisfaction at the emphasigrincipal issues that were addressed over the past year
placed by the Secretary-General on the concept ofand to measure how successfully we, the Member States,
diplomacy as a tool for replacing mistrust with confidence as well as the Organization as a whole, have tackled
and reducing international threats to peace. The Secretarythem.

General is correct in arguing that the role of diplomacy is

sometimes overlooked. As the representative of a country In the first place, | want to extend our gratitude to
that prides itself on its long diplomatic tradition, | can only the Secretary-General for the clarity and detail of his
welcome the fact that diplomacy with a capital “D” has report and for having introduced it personally to the
acquired a committed advocate in Mr. Kofi Annan. His Assembly at the beginning of the session. He encouraged
missions to Iraq and Nigeria, and his role in working us to read it from cover to cover, which indeed we have
towards a negotiated settlement of the Timorese questiondone, for it reads easily and provides us with a succinct
stand among his most notable accomplishments in the past
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but perceptive analysis of some of the key issues whichconcept which must be made to work. The Secretary-
affect our work. General has provided some useful clarifications which we
hope will allow this issue to develop in a positive fashion
What | believe emerges clearly from the pages of the for the benefit of developing countries.
report is a description of a revitalized and increasingly
energetic and relevant Organization which has a central role The role which the United Nations can play in
to play in the way that the international community of working for greater peace and security in today’s world
nations deals with a myriad of often interlinking issues. The is addressed fully by the Secretary-General in his report.
enormous challenges which they pose to us as Membetn his statement in the general debate, the Minister for
States and to the United Nations as an Organization ard-oreign Affairs of Ireland spoke of the need to address
addressed clearly by the Secretary-General. It is our sharethe root causes of conflict. The holistic concept of
responsibility, through our activities at all levels in this security which the United Nations is embracing serves to
house, to contribute to finding solutions to those global reinforce the correctness of this approach.
problems and at the same time to take action that will
strengthen the effectiveness of the response of the Extreme poverty and underdevelopment are given
Organization. their proper place in the report's overview. They are the
enemies of peace, and all too often they are the allies of
The Secretary-General describes as a “quietinstability, disorder and conflict. We must recognize these
revolution” the institutional reforms that he initiated last facts, just as we acknowledge that there can be no real
year. They have indeed brought about a greater unity ofsecurity without development. Too many of today’s
purpose and coherence of effort. We warmly congratulateconflicts stem from poverty caused by chronic
him, the Deputy Secretary-General and the members of thainderdevelopment, human rights abuse and political
Secretariat for the success they have brought to thisinstability. The importance of good governance, respect
important endeavour. Change in any large organization isfor human rights and democratization are rightly
never easy to accomplish, and in one as complex as this iemphasized by the Secretary-General, and these are all
can be especially hard. We recognize that patience must bareas in which the United Nations can and should make
exercised on the road forward, and we hope that when hea lasting contribution.
reports to us next year, the benefits which will flow from
a streamlined and more cohesive Secretariat will be visible The report addresses the broad theme of
to all. globalization and offers some lucid insights into how the
international community and the United Nations can
The establishment of the Department for Disarmamentengage it. The financial uncertainty in important regional
Affairs has been a particularly welcome development, andfinancial markets around the world has, as the Secretary-
under the direction of its highly distinguished Under- General points out, exacted steep and possibly long-
Secretary-General it has already undertaken some importansting social costs. It is still too early to say how these
work. The designation of this Department as a focal pointcan be arrested and what steps can be taken to make
for all United Nations action on small arms, together with globalization work for the betterment of mankind.
the proposal for multisectoral and coordinated action on
small arms, is both timely and welcome. The adoption in July of the Statute of the
International Criminal Court was a historic development.
If the last session of the General Assembly can beWe share the Secretary-General’'s fervent hope that a
described as the “Assembly of reform”, the present sessiorlarge majority of Member States will have signed and
should not be remembered as the “Assembly of no reform”. ratified it by the end of the year 2000. | am pleased to
While we can be justifiably satisfied with what was say that Ireland will sign the Statute in two days’ time in
achieved last year, we should not rest on our laurels. Rome.

The Secretary-General rightly reminds us in his report The President returned to the Chair
that a number of reform proposals remain to be approved.
Among these are some to which my delegation attaches A central message of the report is the continuing
considerable importance, and we hope that with someimportance of multilateral diplomacy in a world of rapid
further work it will be possible to reach consensus on them.and often baffling change. It provides each of us, small
The Development Account, for example, is a valuable and large, with a platform to explain and better
understand. And it remains the best hope for the many
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still unheard voices to gain an audience. The year since thée considered in depth by the General Assembly within
Secretary-General last reported on the work of thethe framework of the rules and procedures of the
Organization has witnessed a number of challenges whichOrganization.
only a multilateral body such as ours could have the
authority to meet. We understand and share the concern of the
Secretary-General on the need for the Organization to
As we move towards the new millennium, the strengthen its initiative in the field of conflict prevention.
challenges we face will not, alas, grow less in number. This point is obvious, since Article 1 of the Charter states
However, we can take some comfort from the fact that we as a purpose of the United Nations the prevention and
are beginning to make this Organization more responsive toremoval of threats to the peace and the suppression of
the challenges and more effective and efficient in the way acts of aggression.
in which it handles them.
In addition, the Charter clearly sets forth the
Mr. Valdivieso (Colombia) ({nterpretation from  functions and powers of each of the principal organs of
Spanish: | would like at the outset to thank the Secretary- the Organization. In accordance with Articles 10 and 11
General, Mr. Kofi Annan, for the preparation and of the Charter, the General Assembly may discuss any
introduction of the report contained in document A/53/1. questions or any matters within the scope of the Charter
and may make recommendations on such questions or
From its very first lines, the report of the Secretary- matters. It may also consider the general principles of
General identifies the difficulties, the uncertainties and evencooperation in the maintenance of international peace and
the anxieties over the role that is performed by multilateral security, and it may discuss any matter in regard to these
organizations in a rapidly and constantly changing questions.
international context.
In accordance with Article 14, the General Assembly
We agree that the Millennium Assembly to be held in may recommend measures for the peaceful settlement of
the year 2000 affords an exceptional opportunity for leadersany situation, regardless of origin, which it deems likely
from all parts of the world to consider the type of toimpair the general welfare or friendly relations among
Organization that the new century demands. The nations, including situations resulting from a violation of
Millennium Assembly should be carefully prepared through the provisions of the Charter setting forth the purposes
the intergovernmental process. That Assembly will make it and principles of the United Nations.
possible to study thoroughly, among other issues, how the
commitments undertaken in the United Nations conferences For its part, in accordance with Article 24, the
held in recent years are being carried out. Security Council, specifically and exclusively, has the
primary responsibility for the maintenance of international
We have had only a short time to evaluate the resultspeace and security.
of the reforms sponsored by the Secretary-General and
adopted by the General Assembly in its capacity as the It is necessary to improve the working relationship
foremost body of the United Nations. Nevertheless, we areamong the principal organs of the Organization, keeping,
fully confident that reforms will soon begin to surface in all however, the allocation of functions and powers as
areas of activity of the Organization. contained in the Charter and bearing in mind the
fundamental role it grants the General Assembly as the
The General Assembly will be considering the supreme body of the Organization.
proposals made by the Secretary-General during this
session, and my delegation is committed to participating in We agree with the report's assessment that
these deliberations in a constructive spirit. We will uphold resolutions imposing binding sanctions should consider
the purposes and principles enshrined in the Charter, theexemptions for humanitarian reasons and the effects on
mandates given by the General Assembly and the need tahird States. Also pertinent are the calls made in this
provide the Organization with ways and means to betterregard by certain bodies entrusted with supervising human
face the challenges of both the present and the future.  rights treaties with respect to the need for sanctions
regimes to provide for concrete measures in order to
The initiative for the United Nations to enter into a protect the human rights of the most vulnerable groups.
mutually beneficial dialogue with the international business
community is indeed very interesting. The idea deserves to
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The diagnosis of the world’s economic and social Mr. Chowdhury (Bangladesh): Bangladesh is happy
situation and the data contained in the report are indeedhat this year the Secretary-General was given the
dramatic, and they highlight the same realities that areopportunity, as he was last year for the first time in
clearly underlined by the recently publisheduman United Nations history, to introduce his report on the
Development Repaort work of the Organization at the beginning of the general

debate. This is a very welcome arrangement, and should

The fact that one fifth of mankind is forced to survive continue to be followed. The membership should be made
on only a dollar a day, that one third of all Africans are not aware of this beforehand; we believe this procedure will
expected to survive past the age of 40, that 40 per cent ofmake the general debate more focused and issues-driven,
women in developing countries are illiterate and that 50 percentring on those issues identified in the Secretary-
cent of South Asian children are underweight at the age ofGeneral’s report. Bangladesh also believes that in addition
five contrasts dramatically with the economic expansion to recounting the activities of the previous year, the
that has taken place during the second half of this century.Secretary-General needs to identify in his report issues
It also contrasts with the fact that the volume of external that have the potential to challenge the international
aid to the developing countries has declined steadily community in the coming years and to ask world leaders
throughout recent decades. to address those issues during the general debate. We

would ask you, Mr. President, and the Secretary-General

Here we see one of the greatest challenges to theo give serious thought to this suggestion. The references
international community in general, and to the United in this year’s report to the Millennium Assembly and to
Nations in particular. Though it is true that the reforms of pending reform issues and the proposal to convene global
the Organization already implemented are positive and pointtown meetings are ideas in that direction.
in the right direction, the magnitude of the challenge
requires that the Organization do much more than reform This year’s report is very readable and presents in a
and streamline its functioning. It requires, in addition, the user-friendly manner various mandated activities of the
firm commitment and political will of the industrialized world body. Focus on substantive issues and issues of
countries. institutional reform is appropriately balanced and draws

attention to the fact that both aspects require full and

The United Nations is a capable tool for the States andthorough consideration by us, the Member States, if we
the peoples of the world to take advantage of opportunitieswant the United Nations to succeed.
and to face the challenges posed by globalization. We agree
with the Secretary-General’'s opinion that the economic, Bangladesh finds it comforting to be advised by the
social and environmental dimensions of globalization, and, Secretary-General that “the United Nations family today
even more so, the so-called transnationalization of “uncivil” acts with greater unity of purpose and coherence of effort
elements, require multilateral action by the United Nations than it did a year ago”A/53/1, para. 4. We are happy to
and by other international institutions. Accordingly, we learn that the Secretary-General's quiet revolution of
believe that public action should be supported, especially asnstitutional reforms is bearing results and that new
regards globalization. teamwork is leading the reform efforts in the Secretariat.

Finally, | wish to draw attention to the dramatic Bangladesh wants to commend the Secretary-General
contrast existing between, on the one hand, the complexityfor giving good attention to dialogue with the
of the challenges and the high expectations of world publicinternational business community, drawing a parallel with
opinion regarding the role that the Organization could play the close working relationships the United Nations has
to face these challenges, and, on the other, the financialvith non-governmental organizations. We want this area
situation of the United Nations. The report of the Secretary- of activity to be given increased attention in future
General informs us that the deficit in the regular budget andreports, focusing on the involvement of the business
the unpaid assessments of some countries have beecommunity in furthering the United Nations development
compounded by the fact that countries used to pay on timeagenda.
have stopped doing so.

The assertion by the Secretary-General that “the role

If the critical financial situation is not overcome, it of diplomacy is so central to virtually all United Nations
will be very difficult indeed for the Organization to carry activities that its specific contribution is sometimes
out the work expected of it much less to set serious andoverlooked” para. 3] is very perceptive and worthy of
ambitious targets for the next century. our full cognizance. The attention given to diplomacy in
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general, and to preventive diplomacy in particular, in The Secretary-General has done well to draw the
paragraphs 31 to 42 of the report is very well deserved. Inattention of the international community to the
the area of disarmament, the Secretary-General has rightlyransnationalization of “uncivil” elements along with the
highlighted the need “to curb the flow of small arms emergence of a global civil society. This is an area which
circulating in civil society” para. 50 and advocates the needs our concerted attention and action; it should
holding of a United Nations conference on all aspects of thecontinue to be addressed in the report as we discuss the
illicit arms trade in the near future. situation in an increasingly interconnected world. We
would also like the Secretary-General to include in his
The Secretary-General's advocacy of “smart sanctions”report activities relating to the right to development, in
which seek to pressure regimes rather than peoples andiew of its centrality in the human rights regime.
which would thus reduce humanitarian costs will be
supported by a majority of our membership, and we would Bangladesh is pleased that considerable attention has
ask the Secretary-General to sharpen the concept of targeteleen given in the report to accountability and oversight.
sanctions in his proposals to the Security Council and theThis should continue in future. United Nations monitoring
General Assembly. In the area of post-conflict peace-of improvements in its operations and reforms requires
building, the need to link all aspects — political, close attention by Member States and should be reported
humanitarian, developmental and human rights — of upon regularly in a transparent manner. We are somewhat
external support for conflict-ridden countries has beenconcerned about the 80 per cent implementation of
underscored. We hope that in the next report the Secretarymandated activities of the Organization. The Secretary-
General will present details of the new strategic framework General considers that to be “largely positive”
concept for peace-building, as elaborated by the(para. 223. We would expect the implementation rate of
Administrative Committee on Coordination. all reform initiatives to further increase.

To Bangladesh, the development mandate of the We started by commending the Secretary-General for
United Nations has special significance, and we arehis well-balanced report, and we also believe that our
satisfied that due attention has been given in the report tosuggestions and ideas should receive needed consideration
cooperating for development. Information on the activities in the context of future reports.
of the United Nations Development Group and the
Executive Committee on Economic and Social Affairs, Mr. Henze (Germany): | would like first of all to
though sketchy, is noteworthy, as this is first time that suchthank the Secretary-General and his associates for their
information has been included in the report. In view of the timely report on the work of the Organization. They have
wide-ranging implications of the work of the Development presented us with a document that vividly depicts the
Group, the Secretary-General should devote greater spaceomplex and difficult problems that confronted the
in his reports to its activities. He should also report on Organization over the past 12 months.
progress on work on development indicators undertaken by
the Executive Committee on Economic and Social Affairs. United Nations reform — that is the reform of all

United Nations bodies — is a complicated and therefore

In the section on poverty eradication, Bangladesh at times slow process. But it is a process that is necessary
believes that the emerging role of microcredit, including the to enable the Organization to meet the challenges of the
initiation of the $40 million dollar microstart programme of twenty-first century. The report describes the Secretary-
the United Nations Development Programme, should haveGeneral’s institutional reforms, which he has very much
found a place in the report. We would also like to see theto the point called a “quiet revolution”. Germany
situation in the least developed countries, including welcomes these reforms as an important contribution
landlocked and small island developing countries, given atowards revitalizing the United Nations. We believe that
merited separate section in future reports, in view of the all Member States will eventually benefit from a reform
vulnerability of those countries in the globalization process. of all the Organization’s bodies. The measures which the

Secretary-General has taken so far have already led to a

Social development, in particular in recent years, hastangible improvement of communication and procedures
emerged as a critical area of the United Nations within the Secretariat.
development agenda. A more analytical and well-structured

section on this subject would be desirable in future. Track one and track two reforms will allow the
Elaboration on United Nations activities in the area of operational structures of United Nations funds and
reproductive health is sadly absent in the report. programmes to have a greater impact. We believe that the
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adoption of a funding strategy that seeks to combine resultscrisis which has spread from one region to another has
and resources in a multi-year funding framework is anotheralready affected a large number of national economies. It
significant step in the same direction. The United Nations shows that the world economy needs an improved
must pursue this path with determination as well as a senséramework. The measures discussed at the spring meeting
of urgency. There must be no erosion of the United Nationsof the Interim Committee of the International Monetary
development role. We do not wish to see other playersFund (IMF) are indispensable in order to prevent future
assume this role. We wish to see a vigorous United Nationscrises. But we have to think even further. We have to
and we therefore encourage the Secretary-General tdroach the question of whether and how multilaterally
continue and to expand his reforms. agreed interventions could become necessary and useful.
Such interventions would surely be more appropriate than
We very much agree with the Secretary-General's unilateral protective measures.
analysis of globalization and its consequences, as well as
with your assessment, Mr. President, of these phenomena, @ We need better early-warning devices, more
as made in your statement before the Assembly on 9transparency and more efficiency in banking systems,
September. The present crises in the world show that weespecially, but not only, in the newly emerging
inescapably live in a global context. The United Nations is economies. Again, this is not a task for Governments
par excellencethe institution that can deal with global alone. We need a global partnership between public and
guestions. It is therefore incumbent upon the United private institutions; a partnership between Governments,
Nations to respond to these challenges. Our common futurénternational financial organizations and corporations.
can only be shaped through common efforts. These mustnd, furthermore, as the Secretary-General put it in his
include Governments, but also other entities such as nonteport, “a bridge must be constructed between ... the Dow
governmental organizations and multinational corporations.Jones index and the human development indéx/53/1,
para. 15)
At the end of the twentieth century, too many of our
world’s people still suffer from poverty and unemployment. The adoption of the Statute of the International
Germany therefore welcomes the efforts of the United Criminal Court marked a major step forward towards a
Nations to arouse support for the 20/20 Initiative. The world order in which the force of law and not the law of
Initiative’s proposals for the provision of basic social force prevails. Perpetrators of the most heinous crimes
services like education, health care and shelter will bewill no longer go unpunished. Germany will continue to
essential for future social development. vigorously support the establishment of the International
Court. Let me assure the Assembly that my country is
The world is not yet a fair place for all its inhabitants. working wholeheartedly for the early entry into force of
Not everywhere are people put at the centre ofthe Rome Statute. Germany intends to sign the Statute
development. Itis unfortunately not everywhere that women before the fiftieth anniversary of the Genocide Convention
are no longer exposed to discrimination. Three years afterin December 1998. We will encourage all countries to
the World Summit for Social Development, held in sign and ratify the Statute as soon as possible. We will
Copenhagen, and the World Conference on Women, held iractively cooperate in drafting a resolution to that effect
Beijing, it is time to take stock and design future initiatives. during this session. We look forward to participating
Two special sessions of the General Assembly in the yearactively in next year's work of the Preparatory
2000 will provide opportunities to reconfirm our Commission.
commitment to implement the results of both conferences.
These special sessions will also give us a chance to explore  Secretary-General Kofi Annan has declared the
new territory. Globalization must be tamed so that it does twenty-first century a century of prevention. As | have
not threaten socially and economically vulnerable groups.already pointed out in my remarks on the state of the
Globalization must be shaped so as to contribute to sociaworld’s financial system, he has done so with good
development and economic returns for both men andreason. Trouble must be nipped in the bud. This is the
women. These are issues the special sessions shoulthsk of preventive diplomacy, of human rights observers
consider attentively. and of peacekeeping forces. We must prevent large
numbers of people from having to flee their countries or
The turmoil in the world’s financial markets leave them in search of employment. To strike at the root
demonstrates drastically how important it is for of mass migration means eliminating their economic,
Governments and the relevant international institutions toecological and social causes. The gap between rich and
take preventive action in time. The impact of the financial poor grows wider, and this gap must no longer be
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allowed to grow. It must be closed. All nations must be Deputy Secretary-General captured the thought very well
given a fair chance in global competition. Hence richer in a recent comment when she described the reform
countries must help those that are poorer to make the mosprocess that the Secretariat is undergoing as “the pursuit
of their opportunities for development. of excellence”.

Africa shows what can be achieved when the One thing that is very important to us and that we
international community and the countries that experiencehope to see is the ongoing reform objectives identified
problems join hands. Today democratic elections are heldand brought together in a clear programme of track three
in more than half of the African countries. In 20 African activities.
countries economic growth is between 4 per cent and 6 per
cent; in 11 it is even higher. However, old and new The Secretary-General's report highlights the
conflicts in Africa — particularly the continuing violence Millennium Assembly as an opportunity to look ahead at
in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, the unresolved the kind of Organization that we will need in the twenty-
conflict between Eritrea and Ethiopia and the increasingfirst century. We very much look forward to receiving his
tension in Angola — continue to be a source of seriousreport on this issue. We support strongly the view
concern. We commend the tireless efforts of the Secretary-expressed by the Secretary-General in his address during
General, his representatives and their teams in bringingthe general debate that if we are to capitalize on this
about peaceful solutions. opportunity, we need to identify a practical, achievable

programme of action. It would be very much a lost

I would like to stress our particular appreciation for opportunity if all that eventuated was an elaborate
those sections of the report that analyse the causes ofonsultative process and a costly ceremonial exercise.
conflict in Africa and contain proposals for the promotion
of durable peace and sustainable development in Africa. One critical reform issue that my Government
During the recent meeting between the Secretary-Generatertainly would like to see resolved before the new
and representatives of donor countries we have pledged oumillennium is that of reform of the Security Council.
full support for his proposals. We will continue to actively Unless we can proceed with this, this Organization will
cooperate with the African nations, keeping in mind the not be able to claim that it has adapted successfully to the
intrinsic link between peace and development. world in which we live today. My delegation looks

forward to debating those issues and that subject in much

With the new millennium ahead, we must act together more detail under later agenda items.
to shape our future. A reformed and strengthened United
Nations will play a paramount role in the fulfilment of the The second major challenge facing the United
task that lies ahead. Nations which | wish to address is that of globalization.

The Secretary-General’s report and the prominence of the

Ms. Wensley (Australia): Australia welcomes the issue in the general debate clearly underline the
report of the Secretary-General. We believe that this is ansignificance of this issue for the United Nations. Renewed
excellent report which identifies the substantial challengesinternational cooperation is needed to examine the
the Organization is facing as we prepare ourselves for thefunctioning in particular of the international financial
new millennium. architecture, a process that is under way this week in

Washington and in which Australia is very pleased to be
| want to concentrate on two of the challenges only participating.
that the Secretary-General has identified: United Nations
reform and the impact of globalization. In dealing with the impact of globalization and to
ensure we can take advantage of its benefits and

On the issue of United Nations reform, we applaud the opportunities, the very first responsibility, of course, rests
considerable progress made by the Secretariat over the lastith each and every one of us to ensure that we have in
year under the astute and thoughtful leadership of theplace the appropriate domestic policies and mechanisms,
Secretary-General. Much has been done, but morejncluding prudent corporate governance and efficient and
obviously, remains to be done. transparent financial sectors.

Our position in support of ongoing reform is very well International cooperation has a valuable role to play

known. In the jargon of management consultants, it is ain helping countries address deficiencies in these areas,
process of continuous improvement. We thought that theand it is important to recall that a humber of initiatives
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are already very well established. Technical assistance The United Nations, we believe, has an important
programmes are helping to develop, strengthen and reformrole in the broader discussion of globalization, working
existing mechanisms and institutional frameworks in with rather than attempting to duplicate the role of other
developing countries so they can better exploit the international agencies and forums. We need always to
opportunities globalization has to offer. consider where expertise lies and how the United Nations
can add value. In this connection, the United Nations
My Government has been very closely involved in a development agencies have a very important place in
number of such programmes at the bilateral, regional andassisting the developing countries themselves address the
multilateral levels. In the Asia-Pacific Economic social implications of recent economic difficulties. There
Cooperation Council (APEC), we are leading efforts to is scope, we believe, to redirect some resources to address
strengthen the capacities of our regional partners, includingthe adverse social implications of economic volatility in
particularly in this area of corporate governance. a number of vulnerable countries — indeed, it is good to
note that some agencies have already made progress in
At the multilateral level, the efforts of the International this regard.
Monetary Fund (IMF) in responding to the difficulties faced
most recently by Thailand, Indonesia and Korea underline The recent high-level dialogue on globalization was
its key role. We are very pleased to have made a majoran invaluable opportunity for countries to share their
contribution to each of those assistance packages. In thexperiences and exchange views on how international
case of the Indonesian package, we worked particularlycooperation can assist. We felt very encouraged by this
hard to ensure that greater recognition was given todebate. We thought it was remarkably free of some of the
understanding and managing the social impact of thepolemic that characterizes North-South exchanges in this
economic reforms that were being introduced, somethingHouse. We felt very appreciative to all those who were
that my colleague from Bangladesh has just underlined andnvolved, and we look forward to that spirit prevailing as
something that | think the United Nations would do well in we continue to debate globalization throughout this
particular to focus on. session of the General Assembly.

The IMF itself has acknowledged that it has learned My delegation generally looks forward to
from its experience in responding to the economic crisis in contributing to the ongoing discussion of this important
East Asia. While the affected economies proceed withissue of globalization and with the other challenges which
implementing structural reforms which will provide a the Secretary-General has identified in the report that we
stronger foundation for future economic growth, there hasare considering in this first substantive plenary meeting of
also emerged a recognition of the importance of the fifty-third session of the General Assembly.
strengthening the existing international financial
architecture. Mr. Enkhsaikhan (Mongolia): First of all, the

Mongolian delegation would like to thank the Secretary-
| think it is important that in examining ways to do General for presenting a concise but comprehensive report
this and asking ourselves what is it that the United Nationson the work of the Organization and on a partnership for
can and should do, it is vitally important that the global community. Like the previous one, this year's
commitment to strengthening the international trading report highlights the most significant aspects of the
system does not wane. Countries need to work togethetJnited Nations activities and points out the immediate
bilaterally, regionally and through the World Trade and long-term tasks facing the Organization. The report
Organization (WTO) to ensure that the momentum towardsis thought-provoking and addresses many of the
further liberalization of the international trading system is challenges that lie ahead for the international community.
maintained.
The fact that this item is being considered

Cooperation and partnership at the international levelimmediately after the general debate is in itself
can do a good deal to promote global best practice insignificant. This provides representatives the opportunity
financial systems, improve transparency and strengtherto look back at the work of this Organization — in fact,
national capacities. Considerable effort is already under wayat the collective work of the Member States and the
in a number of forums in and around the Bretton Woods Secretariat — in a broad context, instead of just
institutions — not least the discussions to which | referred, examining one or another aspect of United Nations
which are taking place in Washington this week. activities. In today’s context, such a debate provides the

opportunity to view United Nations activities through the
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prism of the ongoing “quiet revolution”, looking towards its September 2000, should be used as a unique opportunity
further improvement as an indispensable instrument for theto define clearly what kind of United Nations the
cooperation of States in the next millennium. international community envisions and would support in
the new century. The preparatory work for the
We believe that the report is balanced; it is analytical Millennium Assembly should start as soon as possible so
and provides reference material. It shows what has beeras to enable the Member States not only to elaborate their
achieved during the past year and what still needs to becommon strategic vision of the world and the role of the
done. Therefore, we welcome the report as a good basis fotJnited Nations in it, but also to identify as clearly as
our debate. possible the ways and means of achieving these ends.
Without the latter, the noble aims and strategic vision risk
Since my delegation will have the opportunity to remaining an unfulfilled aspiration.
comment on specific aspects of the report when agenda
items are discussed here in the plenary and in the Main The section on peace and security clearly
Committees, at this stage | would like to touch upon the demonstrates that the United Nations is called upon to
following few questions. play a very important role in prevention, peacekeeping
and post-conflict peace-building — and indeed, it can do
With regard to United Nations reform, since we all so. In this respect, my delegation would like to underline
agree that the reform is a process and not an event, ithe positive role that the Secretary-General played in
cannot be achieved overnight. My delegation believes thatdefusing the tension in the Persian Gulf area last
during its fifty-second session the General Assembly wasFebruary, although, as he has underlined in his report,
able to do a great deal of work, as reflected in the report.
However, during the current session we still need to address “Unfortunately, the situation in Iraq still appears to
the pending issues concerning the sunset provisions, the  be far from resolution.[A/53/1, para. 24)
guestion of adopting a results-based budget system, the
terms for establishing the Development Account and some Turning to the part on disarmament, my delegation
others. However, we believe that the success of the reformwould like to underline its support for the efforts of the
of the Organization could be judged, in the final analysis, international community to further promote the cause of
on the basis of real improvements in responding to thenuclear disarmament. In this regard, we support the eight-
urgent and vital challenges that lie ahead and the impact omation declaration on creating a nuclear-weapon-free
the lives of ordinary peoples. Accordingly, we believe that world as an important step in the wake of the troubling
the reform should focus on strengthening the role of the nuclear-weapon tests in South Asia. It is in this context
Organization in the promotion of development. The role of that Mongolia welcomes the declaration of the People’s
the General Assembly as the main deliberative andRepublic of China not to resume nuclear tests and
decision-making organ of the United Nations, in which all expresses the hope that the latest encouraging signs from
Member States participate equally, should be enhanced irSouth Asia will be followed up with concrete actions that
accordance, of course, with the United Nations Charter. would lead to strengthening the non-proliferation regime
and move us closer to nuclear disarmament. We believe
No reform of the United Nations would be complete that the two ad hoc committees established in the
without the reform of the Security Council. In this respect Conference on Disarmament could be instrumental in
my delegation welcomes the steps taken by the Securityincreasing the security assurances for non-nuclear-weapon
Council in response to General Assembly resolutions, States and in banning the production of fissile material for
especially with respect to its working procedures and nuclear-explosive devices.
transparency. This work should be continued. Though the
Open-ended Working Group has made some progress, When it comes to the question of international
especially with respect to cluster Il issues, no progress,security, every nation, big and small alike, can and should
unfortunately, has been made on the cluster | issuesmake its contributions. As a Member of the United
especially on the expansion of the Security Council and Nations, Mongolia is striving to make its contribution in
curtailing the veto malpractice. These questions should bepromoting confidence and the goals of disarmament. Thus
addressed squarely if we are to enter the next millenniumMongolia recently published its white book on defence,
with a more effective and efficient United Nations. sent its reply to the United Nations Register of
Conventional Arms and took steps to participate in
My delegation agrees with the Secretary-General thatpeacekeeping activities. Moreover, having declared its
the Millennium Assembly, expected to be held in territory a nuclear-weapon-free zone, it is now actively
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working to institutionalize its nuclear-weapon-free status, hope that these comments and observations will be taken
which would make its territory an area of peace, stability into account by the Secretary-General in his activities and
and predictability. In 1999, Mongolia, together with the reflected in the next report.
United Nations Regional Centre for Peace and Disarmament
in Asia and the Pacific, will host an international Mr. Ordzhonikidze (Russian Federation)
conference in Mongolia to focus on the pressing (interpretation from Russign The key points of the
disarmament and other security-related issues of the regionSecretary-General's report on the work of the
Organization reaffirm convincingly that the United
Turning to the sections of the report on cooperation Nations, being the sole universal international
for development and globalization, my delegation would Organization — better equipped than any other world
like to underline the enormous work being carried out by body to formulate agreed approaches and to resolve
the United Nations Development Group, as well as its conflict situations — can provide appropriate responses to
support for the creation of the United Nations Developmentthe global challenges faced by the international
Assistance Frameworks, which, as the Secretary-Generatommunity at the turn of the millennium.
points out, permit a new strategic approach to the
implementation of goals agreed to at United Nations global It is from this standpoint that the Russian Federation
conferences and of national development priorities. is evaluating the United Nations reforms launched by the
Likewise, we commend the efforts of the United Nations, Secretary-General, intended, as we see it, to rationally
especially the United Nations Development Programme andadapt United Nations mechanisms to today’s needs. We
the World Food Programme, in combating poverty. support the carrying out of reforms that will promote
effective consolidation of the entire Organization and help
One of the factors, or should | say handicaps, thatimprove its efficiency in addressing urgent global
negatively affects the development of some 30 developingchallenges.
countries is lack of access to the sea due to their
geographical location. This has been recognized by the We share the ideas expressed by the Secretary-
international community, and some concrete steps are bein@eneral on the increasing importance of preventive
taken by the United Nations to address this and relateddiplomacy. The international community has developed a
issues. It would have been very useful if the report had unique arsenal of political and diplomatic tools which
shed some light on the steps taken in this field within the should be used to resolve every international issue. This
United Nations system. arsenal must be put to effective use.

Turning to the section on strengthening the The fact that the Iraqi crisis earlier this year was
international legal order, my delegation would like to settled precisely by political means, through the joint
underline the importance of the outcome of the Rome efforts of many States, and through the initiatives
Conference, especially the adoption and signature by manyaunched by the Secretary-General, provided graphic
States of the Statute of the International Criminal Court. evidence that constructive and active diplomacy can be
We fully agree with the Secretary-General that far more efficient than exclusive reliance on military

force.
“Although many would have preferred the Court

to have been vested with more far-reaching powers, The Secretary-General’'s proposals on stepped-up

one should not minimize the breakthrough that was cooperation between the Security Council, the General

achieved.”(A/53/1, para. 181) Assembly and the Economic and Social Council —
including through the invigoration of Article 65 of the

The Court’s general jurisdiction over such crimes as Charter, dealing with cooperation between the Economic
genocide, crimes against humanity, war crimes and theand Social Council and the Security Council — as well as
crime of aggression should be strengthened further duringon cooperation between the United Nations and Member
the subsequent work in the preparatory commission that isStates in the area of preventive diplomacy, merit support.
to be established soon.

Peacekeeping operations remain a key instrument for

Finally, in the view of my delegation, the report resolving conflicts and crisis situations after all means of
should have focused more extensively on the question ofpreventive diplomacy have been exhausted. We believe
combating international terrorism and on the ways andthat the main principles and criteria governing
means to enhance international cooperation in this field. Wepeacekeeping operations should include the existence of

24



General Assembly 27th plenary meeting
Fifty-third session 5 October 1998

an actual threat to international or regional peace and The closer we get to the Millennium Assembly, the
security and a guarantee that the Security Council will play more pressing becomes the issue of formulating the key
a key part in settling all political issues relating to topics that the Assembly will discuss. It is obvious that
operations, first and foremost, issues relating to the possiblaunder conditions of a new phase of the global financial
use of military force. crisis, that forum must focus on how to work out the
ways of overcoming the consequences of the crisis and
We call for the further consolidation of interaction preventing new setbacks.
between the United Nations and regional organizations in
peacekeeping activities, in conformity with Chapter VIII of Among our main priorities is human rights, which
the United Nations Charter. At the same time, promotion of should become a unifying source for international
such cooperation should not serve to undermine the keycooperation based on equal rights. The formation of such
role of the United Nations in that highly important area. We cooperation in the interest of security, democracy and
deem it necessary to continue to develop a concept of postdevelopment depends on the ability and readiness of the
conflict peace-building. Development of parameters andinternational community to overcome double standards,
practical guidelines for the rehabilitation of societies considerations of political expediency and selective
destroyed by wars could give impetus to such a concept. approaches. The sooner such approaches are implemented,
the faster we will manage to dispel the illusion,
Sanctions as an instrument of international mentioned in the Secretary-General's report, that the
enforcement require a highly balanced approach. We fullyinterests of the majority can be served by violating the
share this point of view with the Secretary-General. Whenrights of the minority. The international community
introduced by the Security Council, sanctions should notshould not put up with the fact that nowadays those
become a tool to fight a regime simply because it is dangerous illusions serve as a basis for State policies in
disliked. It is necessary to have clarity of goals every time some parts of the world.
sanctions are introduced and to agree well in advance upon
clearly defined conditions and mechanisms for their lifting We are concerned that, due to the lack of financial
and possible gradual easing. Sanctions should not makeesources, according to the report’s conclusion, some vital
people suffer. They should not destabilize the economicoperations of the Office of the United Nations High
situation either in a country subject to them or in the Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) will have to be
surrounding region. scaled down or even, in some cases, suspended. For
Russia, as well as for other Commonwealth of
We welcome the attempt made by the Secretary-Independent States (CIS) countries, the humanitarian
General to define the United Nations role in addressingimperative is to implement accurately and consistently the
social and economic problems related to the current phaselecisions of the Geneva regional conference on
of globalization and its consequences, both positive andaddressing the problems of refugees in the former of the
negative. Nowadays, it is clear to everybody that we cannotrepublics of the Soviet Union. We believe that not only
rely exclusively on market elements. There is a need forthe Geneva conference itself but also its follow-up
adequate mechanisms that would reasonably regulatactivities should set an example of international
financial and economic processes at a national andcooperation to resolve acute humanitarian problems.
international level.
We fully share the thesis contained in the report that
We welcome the fact that the United Nations has the international order must be based on international law.
taken the lead over the last year in outlining approaches taThis is fully concordant with the pivotal idea of the need
resolving arising problems in the following ways: a high- for “invoking the force of law rather than the law of
level meeting held by the United Nations and the Bretton force” (A/53/PV.9) as expressed by Mr. Igor S. Ivanov,
Woods institutions within the framework of the Economic Minister of Foreign Affairs of Russia to the General
and Social Council; a dialogue between GovernmentAssembly at this session’s general debate. The finalization
officials, members of the business community and of the Statute of the International Criminal Court Statute
representatives of civil society on the role played by is a considerable step in that direction.
industry in ensuring sustainable development, as was first
initiated within the framework of the Commission on We support the further intensification of collective
Sustainable Development (CSD); and high-level meetingsefforts under the aegis of the United Nations, as the
held in order to resume a dialogue on international Secretary-General rightly recommends in his report, to
economic cooperation for development through partnership.counteract the transnationalization of uncivil elements of
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society — first and foremost, illegal drugs, organized crime Nations. We also appreciate the important role he played
and terrorism. Maximum efforts must be made to in the crisis early this year surrounding the inspection of
implement relevant decisions adopted at the special sessiolragi weapons, in the facilitation of the settlement of
of the General Assembly in order to stand up to the drugsregional conflicts in Africa, in the promotion of the
threat. We hope that at the present session the Generakform of the United Nations system and in many other
Assembly will manage to adopt the draft international fields.
convention for the suppression of acts of nuclear terrorism,
introduced by our country. The constructive progress of The international situation, generally speaking, has
work on the draft convention against organized remained stable over the past year, but new regional
transnational crime also gives rise to optimism. conflicts have surfaced frequently. The Secretary-General
points out in his report that new challenges have
We note with satisfaction that the introduction of continuously emerged inthe political, economic, financial,
institutional reforms in the United Nations system’s security and other fields. We believe that peace and
activities has been successfully initiated. We believe thatdevelopment, the two major themes of today’s world,
the consistent and pragmatic implementation of the entireshould be the central tasks of the work of the United
set of reforms launched by the Secretary-General will Nations.
further increase the efficiency of the Organization’s work,
particularly of its Secretariat, the working structure that Over the past year, the United Nations has continued
plays an important role in the everyday, practical activities to play an active role in maintaining world peace and
of the United Nations. security. While committed to the resolution of conflicts,
the Organization has also paid much attention to
In this regard, the Russian delegation counts on aexploring and resolving their root causes. A good case in
fruitful and detailed exchange of views at this session onpoint in this connection were the two Security Council
the whole array of issues related to the reform of the meetings at the level of Foreign Minister on the causes of
Organization’s personnel policy, which has long been conflict and the promotion of durable peace and
overdue. sustainable development in Africa. Progress has also been
made in the disarmament field.
In conclusion, we wish once again to voice concern,
clearly enunciated by the Secretary-General, over the Very disturbingly, however, the nuclear tests this
United Nations financial situation. The perpetuation of the year and the regional arms race in South Asia have posed
Organization’s overly protracted financial crisis not only serious challenges to the peace and security of that region
threatens the implementation of current mandates andand the world at large. We fully endorse the view
programmes approved by all Member States, but alsoexpressed by the Secretary-General in his report that the
undermines the role and authority of the Organization in the United Nations should continue to work, together with the
international arena. international community, to facilitate the implementation
of the relevant Security Council resolutions, safeguard the
In general, the Secretary-General's report clearly international nuclear non-proliferation regime and
shows that our Organization has the potential andmaintain the peace, security and stability of South Asia
machinery necessary to continue playing its unique role inand the world as a whole.
coordinating the joint efforts of Member States to
strengthen peace and security, meet the new challenges to  Although developing countries have emphasized time
humanity at the turn of the millennium, and advance and again that the question of development should be top
towards the new horizons of multilateral cooperation. priority, it worries us to see that the core resources for
United Nations operational activities are decreasing. As
Mr. Shen Guofang (China) {nterpretation from  the Secretary-General points out in his report, official
Chinesg: At the outset, allow me to convey the Chinese development assistance around the globe has dropped to
delegation’s gratitude to the Secretary-General for thean all-time low, now standing at only 0.22 per cent of the
annual report he has prepared on the work of thegross national product of developed countries and a mere
Organization. The Chinese delegation has read the reporf.19 per cent for the seven most developed. We cannot
from cover to cover. | take this opportunity to thank the help but be concerned at this development. We hope that
Secretary-General for the untiring efforts he has made inall developed countries will show their due sense of
the past year in carrying out the tasks this Organization hagesponsibility on the question of financing, implement the
entrusted to him and in enhancing the role of the United relevant General Assembly resolutions in real earnest, and
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reach the agreed targets on the issue of voluntaryCovenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. This
contributions as soon as possible. morning, China signed the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights. This demonstrates the Chinese
The elimination of poverty is a major task facing most Government’s important support for the United Nations
developing countries. We appreciate the fact thatwork in human rights.
institutions within the United Nations system have made the
elimination of poverty a shared goal for inter-institutional The financial crisis of the United Nations is yet
coordination. The efforts of the United Nations in helping another urgent matter that warrants our concern. It has
the developing countries to achieve sustainable developmendeteriorated further over the past year. This problem has
are also commendable. In the new circumstances, thenot only seriously affected the daily operations of the
United Nations should work even harder to solve the United Nations, but also hindered the deepening of its
problems facing developing countries, especially in thereform. The definitive solution is for the major
fields of boosting investment and growth, addressing thecontributor in particular to move quickly to pay its
challenges of globalization, making the necessaryarrears, in full and without condition. No State Member
readjustments and avoiding the eruption of economic andof the United Nations has any excuse to shirk from its
social crises. All these efforts can, as a matter of fact, beresponsibilities to the Organization.
called the preventive diplomacy that we often talk about.
They can also help eradicate the root cause of regional The times demand and the general membership of
conflicts. the Organization as a whole aspires to the reasonable and
appropriate reform of the United Nations. Over the past
Over the past year, the United Nations has also madeyear, the General Assembly has adopted resolutions
progress in the field of human rights. The Chinese endorsing the Secretary-General's reform measures in the
Government has actively supported and participated in theSecretariat and has accepted some of his proposals for
United Nations activities in this field and is gradually reforming the United Nations system. However, as was
accelerating the process of improving its democracy andpointed out by the Secretary-General himself, the adoption
rule of law. Not long ago, Mrs. Robinson, the United of these resolutions is not the end of the reform process,
Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, paid a but rather the starting point for Member States to explore
successful visit to China. She is satisfied with the progressthe direction of the reform of the United Nations. This
China has made in the area of human rights and grateful forsession of the General Assembly will, on the one hand,
China’s support for the United Nations work in this field. closely follow the implementation of the reform measures
In October last year, China signed the International already adopted and, on the other, continue to consider
some long-term reform proposals put forward by the
Secretary-General. The Chinese delegation hopes that an
earnest and thorough study of the proposals will be
conducted on the basis of open and wide-ranging
discussions.

The United Nations has made an extraordinary
journey over more than half a century. As the most
important intergovernmental organization in the world, it
has unique and indispensable roles on the international
political and economic scenes. The Chinese delegation
hopes that the debate on the Secretary-General’s report on
the work of the Organization will help Member States
better to summarize the lessons and experiences of that
work further to improve the Organization’s efficiency and
define its major tasks, so that it can enter the twenty-first
century with a new look and make new contributions to
the maintenance of peace and the promotion of
development.

The meeting rose at 1 p.m.
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