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|. Introduction in terms of analysis, norm setting and technical assistance.
The current proposals have been formulated by individual

1. The present report contains proposals for use of tRBtities comprising the Executive Corttae, in the context
development dividend following the establishment of th@f these broad objectives, as well as in the light of the report
Development Account, as discussed in the report of i the Secretary-General on utilization of the Development
Secretary-General entitled “Renewing the United Nation§€count (A/52848). Those entities will also be responsible
a programme for reform” (A/51/950; see in particular action®" their implementation.

21 and 22) and further elaborated upon in the addend®n The Agenda for Development strongly emphasizes the
thereto entitled “Creating a dividend for developmentfole of the United Nations system for revitalizing
(A/51/950/Add.5). development. In a world where globalization, liberalization

2. The General Assembly, in paragraph 6 of its resolutigid interdependence _have become key features of the vyorld
52/235, efitled “Development account”, requested th&conomy, the most important challenge for developing
Secretary-General to submit proposals on the use of the fuf@§ntries is the realization of development, whitier alia,
available under a new section 34 of the programme budd&¥!s for economic growth and favourable exterr@ditions.

for the biennium 1998-1999. In paragraph 4 of the sa dat is the larger setting for the proposals contained in the
resolution, the Assembly requested the Secretary-GeneraPf§Sent report.

include programmatic objectives and direction of the.  The performance criteria for financing project proposals
Development Account. The report of the Secretary-Genefgdm the Development Account are indicated in the report of
on utilization of the development dividend (BY98/81) was the Secretary-General on the Development Account
submitted to the Economic and Social Council at itgA/52/1009). The projects for the tilization of the
substantive session of 1998; the present report includegvelopment Account have been developed on the basis of
further details on the proposals made in that report. those criteria. For the biennium 1998-1999, the projects
3. Inaccordance with that resolution, the present repdf€us on the concept of networking for development as a key
has been prepared and is submitted for consideration. TRE&nS to broaden the benefits of the process of globalization
report contains proposals that have been drawn up witfRd to avoid the risk of marginalization of developing
$13.065 nillion appropriation to maximize its impact. Theycountries, in particular the least developexintries, in the
draw upon and contribute to the relevant priorities an§forld economy. The concept is mainly concerned with the
subprogrammes established in the medium-term plan for t@Y in which the United Nations can facilitate and contribute
period 1998-2001. However, the proposed projects wif t_he pgrtlmpatlgn of developing countries in global and
complement and not substitute existing activities. regional information networks.

4.  The Programme Manager for the development account ~ Section 1l below describes the overall concept of
is the Under-Secretary-General for Economic and Socmtwork_lqg for development. Section Il contains a number
Affairs of the United Nations Secretariat, who is the Conven& SPecific proposals formulated and agreed upon by the
of the Executive Committee-Economic and Social Affairgneémbers of the Executive Committee for Economic and
which comprises the Department of Economic and SocigP¢ial Affairs, which are introduced for funding by the
Affairs of the United Nations Secretariat, the United Nation@€Velopment Account.

Conference on Trade and Development, the United Natiogs At its thirty-eighth session, during its consideration of
Environment Programme, the United Nations Centre fefie programme narrative for section 7A, Economic and social
Human Settlements, the United Nations International Drugfairs, and section 26, Public information, the Committee on
Control Programme, the regional commissions, the Unitgerogramme Coordination noted with concern that without
Nations University, and the research/training institutes. Theiitable indicators to measure progress towards the
Executive Committee,inter alia, strengthens policy accomplishment of objectives, eventual evaluation could not
coherence and cost-effectiveness in the economic and soqi@ly determine the relevance, efficiency, effectiveness and
area. One of its main objectives is to maximize programm@pact of the programme, and recommended that
impact and minimize administrative costs. The Executiithprovements be effected by better formulation of objectives
Committee, in its statement of objectives, expressed the negw the inclusion of indicators of achievement (see A/53/16,
to facilitate a more effective participation of developingart 1, paras. 179 and 180, and 206 and 207). Moreover,
countries in global processes and to achieve a better balaggeéing several informal consultations on the development
between the global and regional dimensions of developmefticount, the view was repeatedly expressed that project
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proposals should contain measurable indicators of progress. priority that it attaches to ensuring @asyiocat,
Consequently, in keeping with the views expressed by the uncomplicated and unhictesed for States Members of
Committee on Programme Coordination, efforts have been the United Nations and observers, thteugha, their

made in the present report to develop project designs that permanent missions, to the growing number of computerized
would allow an assessment of progress in terms of databases and information systems and services of the United
accomplishments and impact. Accordingly, the project design  Nations. Policies should be formulated to promote new, cost-
for each proposed project — in addition to providing effective, inclusive and participatory approaches in the
background information to the problem to be addressed, theodygtion, dissemination and use of information. To avoid
relation to the medium-term plan, the duration of the project, the widening of the gap between the information-rich and the
the proposed activities and estimated resource requirements —  information-poor, particularly the gap between developed and
sets forth the objective(s), the expected results and relevant developing countries, strategies must be developed to
indicators of expected achievements. The objective expresses prioritize and promote adequate investment docasding

the overall desired accomplishment that the Organization to technology, in order to provide equal opportunity for all.
wishes to achieve during the period through the Inparticular, measuwakide taken to promoteccess by
implementation of the project in question. Expected results developing countries to the new information superhighway.

are the changes or other benefits that will accrue to tllei_ Information flows — and consequently information
end-users or recipients of the project activities in the Courtc‘(?chnology — have been and are a major engine of

of _strl\_nng to achieve the objective. In relation to th lobalization. However, many developing countries are still
objective(s), the expected results are generally of a mq Fthe margin of the global economy, and will be unable to

ﬁoTcretznature_. Indl(r:]at(:]rs aredmeasr:Jrable featﬁres that Wéhicipate in it positively witout a significant enhancement
elp to determine whet eran to what exten;t € expectfieir ability to connect to major international information
results have been achieved. They are derived from tHg works. Furthermore, developing countries’ data

expec_:t_ed results, an_d are de_signed to provide an objective Puirements for economic, social and environmental policy
Sp‘?c'f'c scale against which progress can be_”_“?asur nagement, including monitoring and implementation of
Indicators look beyond the mere quantity of the activities a tional and regional programmes, as well as requirements

outputs of the projects and attempt to measure their im")""tﬂ‘nanating from the recently held United Nations global
conferences, are exceptionally high.

[I. Networking for development 12. Providing information technology presents a low-cost
solution for the better integration of developing countries in

9. The rationale for this approach is that full and effectivi'® world economy, where timely information plays a vital
participation in the emerging global information network i§0le- Information technology contributes to a better
increasingly of fundamental importance for a country thitegration of developing countries in the worlcoaomy, and
benefit from globalization and to avoid marginalizationit creéates the conditions in which exchanges of experiences
Information technology has made commerce, bankin@f‘d best practices within and among deve_loplng COL_mtrles,
entertainment, services, the assembly line, education ##iWell as between developed and developing countries, can
health care all fundamentally different today than they wef@ke place. Effective country-level follow-up afeent United
only a decade ago. Today, information technology goes fygnons global confe'rences. calls for |n.st|tut|onal capaC|t|e§
beyond mass media communication, offering possibilities f& intégrate economic, social and environmental aspects in
change and new perspectives on development. Informatigfvelopment decision-making. Improved access to modern
technology permits rapid dissemination of ideas, process¥ormation technology will facilitate such integration.
and supplements education, science, health care and culta®. Information technology sets the stage for increasingly

10. This approach has been recently reiterated by tigispensable networking, not only among policy makers in
Commission for Social Development in its resolution 36/1d€veloping countries but also among researchititions in
which contains agreed conclusions for attention and follow-dgese countries. Furthermore, information technology will
by the Economic and Social Council thiatter alia, indicated Make it possible to have such networking encompass linkages
that information is not only a commodity. Access td0 the world at large, including the United Nations policy
information is essential for full participation in all spheres onalysis capabilities and its research institutes.

life, including the global economy. In its resolutid®98/29, 14. The networking of experts must have a clear purpose.
the Economic and Social Council also reiterated the higthe many recommendations of the cycle of United Nations
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conferences on capacity-building can provide this focus. The infrastructure for development and trade efficiency), and will
efforts that are being made at the country level and that are  complement relevant progranitigs activat area. It will
supported by the United Nations funds, programmes and realize distinct results within two bienniums.
agenciesinter alia, can be strengthened by more effective

arrangements for exchange of knowledge, experience and Expected results

ideas between countries, 20. Theimplementation of the project will result in (a) the

15. In his reform proposal, the Secretary-Generalimination of some of the obstacles to participating in
announced his intentions of increasing the use of informatiefiectronic commerce and increased access to physical
technology and strengthening South-South cooperatigtetwork, resources and technology, and (b) enhanced
Focusing the utilization of the development dividend oawareness of decision makers and negotiators from
information technology and networking for developmendeveloping countries and countries in transition about the
should be an important contributor to this goal. nature and issues related to electronic commerce.

16. The eight current proposals are set out below. )
Indicators

21. Indicators will include: use of electronic commerce by

1. Proposals Government officials/decision makers who participated in
training programmes; number of hits on the Global Trade

A. Promotion of electronic commerce (United Point Network (GTPNet) Web site; number of target

Nations Conference on Trade and countries using proposed new electronic commerce software;

Development) and number of respondents to survey indicating that they have
acquired understanding of (nature and issues related to)

Objectives electronic commerce through training materials provided by
the project.

17. Under the overall goal of promoting the development
of developing countries in the context of globalization and
interdependence, the objective proposed is to strengthen the
capacity of developing countries and countries witR2- The following duration is proposed: 1999-2001.
economies in trangon for trading at lower costs through

electronic commerce. Proposed activities

23. The following activities are proposed:

Duration

Background . : .
9 (a) Development and maintenance of information

18. Electronic commerce is attracting attention i@xchange and policy analysis frameworks, particularly for
multilateral discussions due to its potential impact ogovernment officials in developing countries and countries
international trade and development. It offers excellei transition, on (i) the impact of current proposals made in
opportunities to trade at lower cost through the eliminatiofhe Organisation for Economic Cooperation and
of intermediation and participation in global marketspevelopment, the World Trade Organization and elsewhere
Currently, these opportunities have not been fully identifiefdr a global framework for electronic commerce, and (ii) the
and taken advantage of by developing countries anuhtries nature and implications of potential internationally agreed
in transition due to information gaps, high cost and lack @ommitments/standards in the area of trade facilitation and
external support in the start-up stages. The United Natiogfctronic commerce concerning government policies on the
system can play a catalytic role by providing informatiorgifferent sectors involved in issues related to electronic
equipment and the networking capabilities through @mmerce;

strengthening of the Global Trade Point Network operated by
the United Nations Conference on Trade and Developme&}Cu
(UNCTAD).

(b) Analyses of the effects of internationally adopted
mentary standards and business practices for electronic
commerce (at both government and industry levels) on
Relation to medium-term plan businesses in developing countries and countries initrans

19. The proposal is within the scope and priorities of th&/0 high-level expert meetings to discgss the conclusions and
medium-term plan, under programme 9 (Trade arf@commendations ofthe above studies;
development), particularly subprogramme 9.4 (Services
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(c) Expert assistance and advice provided to the independentresearchersinand outside Africa also undertake
Governments on policy issues relating to trade facilitation and  research activities relevant to the African policy environment.
electronic commerce; trade points on the setting up and Linking the#fetioss and providing results of their policy
marketing of electronic commerce services for small and analysis more directly to decision makers would add value to
medium enterprises (SMESs) clients; and increase the policy impact of their work in the continent.

(d) Two round-table conferences on electronidNe Proposal will enable ECA to tap network-affiliated

commerce, bringing together Governments, the private secfgPertise ina c_ost-effectlve way to amass critical talent on
and civil society; behalf of the region, and to make available to Member States

relevant advice in a timely manner. By teaming up with ECA,
(e) Development of specialized software, such astge networks and their affiliated policy researchers would
database management system for electronic tradiggjoy the benefit of having a more direct impact on policy
opportunities from the Global Trade Point Network, angytcomes in ECA Member States. In the implementation of
dissemination through the network of trade points and thge proposal, ECA will mainly play the role of facilitator
GTP Net Web site; enrichment of the GTPNet Web sitgatalyst and serve as a clearing house for best practices and

through user-friendly design and the development @fsource of African development information.
interactive features to improve communication with clients;

()  Preparation of computer-assisted training courses  Relation to medium-term plan

for SMEs in developing countries and countries Withg  The proposal is within the scope and priorities of the
economies mtransmon on (i) expo_rlt gnd |mp(_)rtpract|ces iedium-term plan, under programme 14 (Economic and
Fhe age of_electronlc commerce, (ii) mter_natlonal Payment3,cial development in Africa), particularly subprogramme
in electronic commerce, (i) freight forwarding and electronig 4 1 (Facilitating economic and social policy analysis), and
commerce, and (iv) international marketing, with a particulagjj complement relevant programme activities in that area.
focus on the use of the Internet; dissemination of informatiqp,ij offer a low-cost solution to developing countries in

about electronic commerce, with a focus on issues Rfnyorking of development expertise, and will realize distinct
relevance for developing countries and countries in itB0Ts o5y lts within two bienniums.

(9) Organization of a training-of-trainers course for
participants from 10 pilot countries. Expected results

27. The implementation of the project will result in the
strengthening of a network of development expertise on
Africa with and among research centres and individual
experts, and enhanced analytical and applied skills at the
national policy-making level in support of economic and
social policy-making.

(For resource requirements, see annex)

B. Capacity-building in economic and social
policy analysis in Africa through the
networking of expertise (Economic
Commission for Africa) Indicators

28. Indicators will include: number of research institutions
infoutside Africa participating in the network; number of
24. Under the overall goal of assisting the understandirgectronic communications between members of the network;
by the international community of emerging challenges anmtimber of electronic visits to databases; number of
persistent problems in global development, the objectivesearchers and interns who have completed exchange visits
proposed is to achieve more informed and broad-baseithin the network; number of studies completed and
economic and social policy-making in Africa at the nationalisseminated on behalf of the network; and number of
level, through a network of development expertise on thesearch institutions/researchers indicating that
region. skills’lknowledge have been acquired from use of the network
and have been applied in government-sponsored research.

Objectives

Background

25. Besides the Economic Commission for Africa (ECA), ~ Duration

which has the responsibility to advise Governments on urged@. The following duration is proposed: 1999-2001.
national and regional policy issues, other institutions and
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Proposed activities C. Extension of access of developing
30. The following activities are proposed: countries and countries with economies in

(a) Undertaking studies of common national policy transition to Mer_cure satellite
issues, such as trade and exchange regimes, structural _telecommun!c_at'c_m sys_tem for
adjustment policies and private-sector promotion policies;  Interconnectivity in environmental
undertaking analysis of subregional problems, such as information and data (United Nations
economic integration, transportation and standardization Environment Programme)
issues, and water and natural resources management;
conducting studies on Africa-wide issues and issues facing  Objectives

Africa, versus the rest of the world, such as global Under th I  of tina the devel i
environmental topics, international trade, moneta%/l' nder the overafl goal of promoting the developmen
f developing countries in the context of globalization and

_ o . increasing interdependence, the objective proposed is to
(b) Strengthening communications infrastructurgicrease the capacity of Governments of developing countries
through electronic connectivity with the target networlgnd countries with economies in transition to implement more

arrangements and external debt negotiations;

institutions; effective environmental and natural resources management
(c) Organizing an annual network partners forumthrough the use of Mercure satellite telecommunication earth
stations.

(d) Setting up a visiting scholars’ programme at ECA
to increase the pool of professionals with hands-on experience

; : : . Background
in policy analysis and operations;

. 3%. In November 1997, the United Nations Environment
(e) Implementing a staff exchange between researg

TR . . : . rogramme (UNEP) launched the Mercure satellite
institutions to pool expertise for its maximum usage in the L . .
region: telecommunication system. The system is intended to provide

a high-speed satellite telecommunication capability for
() Setting up a fellowship programme for youngenvironmental information and data exchange. Currently, 16

African professionals to familiarize them with and contributeountries have operational earth statiomsler the Mercure

to the research and policy operations of ECA, Member Stategstem. For decision makers in developing countries and

and the network, and to prepare these young people t@untries with economies in traitisn, the absence of access

possible career assignments to network organizations anda high-speed telecommunication system is a serious

Member States Governments; obstacle to obtaining internationally available information and

(g) Establishing and sharing common databases§Ata. Even for countries that have connectivity on the Internet,

the networks to increase the availability, quality an§CCeSS at very high costs is a serious impediment. The
accessibility of basic research inputs: proposal aims to provide selected developing countries and

. _ countries with economies in transition with the basic Mercure
(h) Developing research methodology expertise ig,te|jite telecommunication earth stations and the associated

the network. local area network capacity (optional) with a view to
_ strengthening their capabilities to access and exchange
(For resource requirements, see annex) environmental and sustainable development information and
data.

Relation to medium-term plan

33. The proposal is within the scope and priorities of the
medium-term plan, under programme 10 (Environment),
particularly subprogramme 10.5 (Global and regional
servicing and support), and will complement relevant
programme activities in that area. It will offer a low-cost
solution to developing countries in environmental and natural
resources management, and will deliver distinct results within
two bienniums.
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Expected results substances and preparations containing narcotic drugs,
34. The implementation of the project will result inpsychotropic substances and precursor chemicals.
improved exchange facilities and access of Governments of
developing countries and countries with economies in
transition to information and data relating to environment argb. The production, manufacture of and trade in

Background

sustainable development. psychoactive drugs and the chemicals needed for their illicit
manufacture should be controlled nationally and
Indicators internationally. The purpose of control is to prevent diversion

35 Indicators will include: number of earth statioanSUbStance into illicit channels, and to ensure thatrdries
installed and fully operational; and number of Counmegbtainthe guantities that they need for medical, scientific and

indicating that data obtained from Mercure system is used?ﬁher licit purposes. Monltprlng and managing movements.
controlled substances is a complex process because it

environmental and natural resources management decisid_?{s. X
involves numerous partners. Information needs to be
exchanged between commercial companies, national drug
control administrations, customs officials and the secretariat
36. The following duration is proposed: 1999-2001.  ofthe International Narcotics Control Board. To facilitate the
process, a computer-based system, the Computer and
Activities Telecommunication System for International and National
Drug Control, has been designed and is available to
o ) strengthen the management and control of licit movements
(a) Provision of Mercure earth stations (type By psychoactive drugs and precursor chemicals, and to

Duration

37. The following activities are proposed:

specification) and associated equipment; enhance timeliness of information exchange at the national
(b) Provision of a small-scale local area networRnd international levels. The system primarily enables
system (optional); national administrations to keep track of all individual

. - . transactions in a computerized database. It handles issuance
(c) Provision of training for earth station managers

. : . of import-export authorizations, certificates and
and associated computer network officers; e . . . .
pre-notifications with respect to international licit trade. The

(d) Provision of technical assistance during theystem has been developed in three separate phases. After
duration of the project on the use of the Mercure system ¢ollecting requirements from Governments during
access environmental information and data to facilitatep90-1994, the first phase was the actual development and

environmental planning and management; test of the software package (1995-1996). The second phase
(e) Support to the global Mercure system (satellitﬁovered implementation of the system in 25 countries
transponder). (1997-1998). The third phase, coveredder the present

proposal, involves the application of the system in more
countries, particularly developing countries, and its further
substantive development. It will be achieved through the
distribution, installation and training of the Computer and

D. Computer and telecommunication system Telecommunication System for International and National
for international and national drug Drug Control, as well as the addition of new modules
control (United Nations International covering additional aspects of demand reduction, such as an

P international drug abuse assessment system, and modules on
Drug Control Programme) supply reduction, illicit trafficking and law enforcement
intelligence activities.

(For resource requirements, see annex)

Objectives

38. Under the overall goal of promoting the developing of ~ Relation to medium-term plan

developing countries in the context of globalization ango_ The proposal is within the scope and priorities of the

increasing interdependence, objectives proposed are 19 4ium-term plan, under programme 13 (International drug

Increase the capacity of participating Qovernments f%rontrol), particularly subprogramme 13.3 (Prevention and
monitoring and management of the production, manufactu

. K p . ¢ soi "duction of drug abuse, elimination of illicit crops and
consumption, stocks and confiscation of seizures gﬂppression ofillicit drug trafficking), and will complement
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relevant programme activities in that area. It offers a low- cost  |east developed countries (United Nations
solution to increasing the capacity of participating countries  Centre for Human Settlements)
in the area of international and national drug control, and will

realize distinct results within two bienniums. Objectives

45. Under the overall goal of assisting the understanding
by the international community of emerging challenges and
41. The implementation of the project will result in theyersistent problems in global development, objectives
Computer and Telecommunication System for Internationg}oposed are to strengthen the capacity of developing
and National Drug Control being installed and effectivelyountries, particularly least developed countries, to
used in participating countries. The system will offer SUppofﬁlﬁlement the Habitat Agenda and urban-related elements

to Member States in the areas of data collection, analysis affhgenda 21, and to assess the impact of related policies and
other aspects of international and national drug control, whilgactices.

reducing the burden on Governments for manual
data-gathering, maintenance and exchange. Background

Expected results

46. The implementation of the Habitat Agenda is primarily
the responsibility of Governments. International cooperation
42. Indicators will include: number of countries where thﬁlays a Supporting role in this process, particu|ar|y through
Computer and Telecommunication System for Internationgbtworking, capacity-building and information exchange and
and National Drug Control has been installed and effectivedjssemination. The Habitat Agenda calls for Governments to
used; and feedback from national users of the system withther strengthen and/or establish broad-based participatory

Indicators

regard to its usefulness and effectiveness. national committees. Many countries have now established
_ institutional mechanisms for the implementation of and
Duration follow-up to the Habitat Agenda. For some of these countries,

43. The following duration is proposed: 1999-2001. the next step in the process is the designation and/or
establishment of national and local urban observatories to

Activities collect, analyse and apply data and information on current
. L human settlement policies, strategies, trends and conditions
44.  The following activities are proposed: as a basis for the policy and decision-making processes.
(a) Installation of the specialized software to enhance
the capacity to access, develop attitize knowledge for the Relation to medium-term plan

formulation of prevention and control policies, both nationally -

. . The proposal is within the scope and priorities of the
and internationally;

medium-term plan, under programme 11 (Human
(b) Establishing means for data-secure informatiogettlements), and will complement relevant aitids in that

exchange among partners in international drug control, suatea. It offers a low-cost solution to developing countries in

as national health authorities, national law enforcemesitrengthening their capacity related to the implementation of

authorities, drug control councils, regional bodies etcthe Habitat Agenda, and will realize distinct results within

ensuring that national sovereignty and domestic datavo bienniums.

protection regulations are fully met;

(c) Promoting, through advanced technology, easy ~ EXPected results

and economic information exchange, international amtB. The implementation of the project will result in major
national cooperation, and elaborating upon informatiagroups in recipient developing countries acquiring corésk
collection methodologies and standards for greatand knowledge relating to the analysis, exchange and
application worldwide. application of data and information on urban indicators.

(For resource requirements, see annex)

E. Capacity-building and networking for the
implementation of the Habitat Agenda in



A/53/374

Indicators F. On-line development centre (Department
49. Indicators willinclude: number of countries indicating ~ Of Econom!c and Social Affalrs of the
that the project has resulted in key groups acquiring core  United Nations Secretariat)
skills and knowledge relating to analysis, exchange and
application of data and information on urban indicators. Objectives

52. Under the overall objective of assisting the
understanding by the international community of emerging
50. The following duration is proposed: 1999-2001. challenges and persistent problems in global development,
the objective proposed is to further South-South dialogue

Activities through increased communication on development issues.

Duration

51. The following activities are proposed:
g prop Background

methodological tools for the collection, analysis an 3. Theimplementation of the recommendations of recent

application of urban indicators, best practices and go d’]lted Nations global conferences would be considerably

policies for the monitoring and implementation of nationa?nhanced through the establishment of a central capacity to
and local plans of action: acilitate information exchange. The proposed centre would

save on transportation costs by setting up virtuailitées for

(b) Compilation of selected sets of indicators, begfrafting and negotiating reports and other documents,
practices and legislation, and their analysis in terms of lessafsnducting workshops and seminars, amacessing
learned; information on technical cooperation experts and individuals

(c) Organization of four subregional training andnd institutions working in development fields via the
transfer workshops: two in Africa, one in Latin America andnternet. The project will provide an innovative solution to
one in Asia; these workshops are to be preceded by thigdertake mitilateral and multi-purpose activities, such as
regional Internet conferences to assess and match supply vi#hon-line forum for discussion of development issues, an
demand for expertise and experience. The workshops v@fi-line facility to exchange draft and negotiate documents,
result in the exposure of 120 representatives of national af@d a facility to hold on-line interactive workshops.
local government, civic and community leaders,
parliamentarians and practising professionals to the Relationto medium-term plan

application of urban indicators, as well as lessons learngd  The proposal is within the scope and priorities of the

from be_st practices and examples of enabling policies apfhdium-term plan, under programme 28 (Economic and

legislation; social affairs), subprogramme 28.7 (Global development
(d) Organization of an interregional meeting ofrends, issues and policies).

partners for refining training aids and methodological tools

for their continued use and development on-line, and Expected results

implementation of an on-line classroom. The on-lingg e implementation of the project will result in the
classroom will enable partners and national commltteeséga”abi”ty of an on-line Internet-based facility (on-line

continuously benefit from methodological, substantive angh,ejopment centre), including on-line meeting/training
normative inputs from global monitoring and implementatiop ijjities and searchable directories for information on and
activities, as well as to exchange experience and learn frofaq,ssjon of development issues. The proposed configuration
each other. allows for low-cost communications between groups and
individuals, irrespective of locations and time zones, and
therefore is particularly suitable for expanding and
strengthening South-South dialogue on development.
Although more benefits wilhccrue as experience grows and
the network is further upgraded, considerable practical results
are expected already within the proposal period.

(a) Development and testing of training aids ang

(For resource requirements, see annex)

10
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Indicators Background

56. Indicators will include: number of users of the centre; 60. The role of the external economic environment is
number of hits on information sites; number of specialized growing in developing countries. The ability of these
directories/subdirectories set up within the centre; number countries to sustain growth will depend increasingly on their
of respondents to a user survey rating the usefulness of the capacity to analyse current trends in their own and the global
centre; and number of countries in which access to the on-line  economy, and to anticipate possible changes in these trends

development centre is established. in order to formulate and implement appropriate policy
measures. Many developing countries, especially least
Duration developed countries, lack well-trained economic analysts who

can provide their decision makers with sufficiently detailed
and timely analyses and forecasts. The United Nations
Secretariat can help to provide such training and experience
through the international macroeconomic research network
58. The following activities are proposed: maintained by the Department of Economic and Social Affairs
(a) Set up an on-line development centre and Pyoject LINK. The project aims to increase the involvement

network of subregional service centres to serve as a for@ffi€veloping country research institutions in Project Link and

enabling participants to report, draft, discuss and exchangf@€’ mechanisms for global policy analysis, including studies
positions and policy documents; on emerging issues and critical trends in economic, social and

) ] o . environmental fields.
(b) Set up on-line meeting and training facilities to

hold interactive workshops and seminars which can be

recorded and reviewed at any time, thus cutting the costs of o o
possible repeat events; 61. The proposal is within the scope and priorities of the

) . .. medium-term plan, under programme 28 (Economic and
(c) Create anon-line searchable directory to facilitatg, iz affairs), subprogramme 28.7 (Global development
government  officials, ~contacting individuals  andrengs, issues and policies), and complements policy research
non-governmental — organizations to directly accesgects of the international network of forecasting experts
information regarding global, regional and major nationgl,qer project LINK by inteducing a technical assistance
development issues, and outcomes of United Natiop§mnponent aimed at upgrading the capacities of developing
conferences. countries, particularly least developed countries, in preparing
national and international model-based forecasts.

57. The following duration is proposed: 1999-2001.

Activities

Relation to medium-term plan

(For resource requirements, see annex)
Expected results

G. Research network for global policy 62. The implementation of the project will result in
analysis (Department of Economic and enhanced ability of economic analysts and decision makers
Social Affairs of the United Nations in developing countries, especially in least developed
Secretariat) countries, to examine and forecast the macroeconomic

performance of those countries. The training of researchers
through network-based arrangements will be a low-cost
solution. The project will offer demonstrable benefits within
59. Under the overall objective of assisting théwo bienniums in building developing countries’ capacities
understanding by the international community of emergirig macroeconomic analysis and policy-making.
challenges and persistent problems in global development,
the objective proposed is to increase the involvement of  Indicators
develqplng cpuntne; research |r-1$t|t.ut|ons N qubaI .poI|Cé/3l Indicators will include: number of researchers trained
analysis, particularly in the examination of emerging issues, . : : -
o ; : : X who acquire and apply techniques of macroeconomic analysis;
and critical trends in economic, social and environmental )
fields number of databases upgraded; number of research
' institutions linked to global databases; and number of
Member States indicating that scope and depth of Secretariat

reports have increased.

Objectives
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World Summit for Social Development, and the Beijing
Declaration and Platform for Action are priorities of the
64. The following duration is proposed: 1999-2000. approved medium-term plan for the period 1998-2001.
Policy development, networking, capacity-building, and
Proposed activities information exchange and dissemination are essential for the
implementation of these programmes. Agenda 21 calls for
Governments to prepare national sustainable development
(a) Train researchers from developing countries istrategies, programmes for monitoring their implementation,
advanced techniques of macroeconomic analysis, particuléarhproving information for decision-making, establishing
through networking arrangements; national councils for sustainable development, and promoting

(b) Upgrade economic and social databases greater participation of civil society groups. The Copenhagen

developing countries and improve access of their reseafgficlaration and the Programme of Action of the Summit
institutions to global databases: invite Governments to further strengthen and/or establish

) ] broad-based participatory national and local mechanisms for
~(c) Enhance the capacity of developing countrplementation and follow-up based on partnerships of
institutions for the w_nplemen?at.l.on of deve_lopmept strategi®Sovernments (including local government),
through strengthening of their &ty to monitor national and on-governmental organizations, citizen and professional
international macroeconomic trends; groups, and the private sector. The Beijing Declaration and

(d) Facilitate the participation of developinguntry Platform of Action urge Governments to establish or
experts in workshops and seminars on macroeconomic pol&yengthen appropriate national machineries for the
modelling and forecasting, including Project LINK and otheadvancement of women and to broaden women'’s participation
established activities on global policy analysisdertaken by and integrate gender analysis into policies and programmes.

Duration

65. The following activities are proposed:

the United Nations. The project will support efforts of Member States to fully
integrate the commitments made in these documents into
(For resource requirements, see annex) decision-making and in improving related information

systems for decision-making.

H. Activities for the implementation of Relation to medium-term plan
Agenda 21, the COpenhag_en Declaration 68. The proposal is within the scope and priorities of the
and the PrOQ!’amme Of Action of the medium-term plan, under programmes 9 (Trade and
World Summit for Social Development, development), 10 (Environment), 11 (Human settlements)

and the Beijing Declaration and Platform  and 28 (Economic and social affairs), particularly
for Action (Department of Economic and subprogrammes 28.2 (Gender issues and advancement of

Social Affairs of the United Nations women), 28.4 (Sustainable development) and 28.6
Secretariat) (Population). It will complement relevant activities under

those programmes, and will be an effective way to strengthen
the capacity of developing countries to implement the

declarations and programmes/platforms for action of major
66. Under the overall goal of assisting developing countrié¢mited Nations conferences.

in various aspects of the implementation of the global

programmes and platforms of action, especially the follow-up  Expected results

to United Nations conferences, objectives proposed are(flgl The implementation of the project will result in

strengthen the capacity of developing countries, particular . . .
9 pactly Ping ' P s¥rengthened capacity of national and local mechanisms,

least developed countries, to collect, analyse and applg . : )
. . . . particularly in least developed countries, to collect, analyse
knowledge, information and expertise related to pollcg

development, with emphasis on the implementation %Pd apply knowledge, information and expertise to policy

. . . evelopment, with emphasis on (a) the preparation of national
commitments agreed upon at United Nations conferences.” - . - .
Background Sustainable development strategies, decision-making and

national information processes in support of the

?:7' 'I;]he progmnlon ofthe wgp:\em;ntanon ongfe:ngl,ft ?nplementation of chapters 8 and 40 of Agenda 21;
openhagen Declaration and the Programme of Action of t programme design, monitoring and evaluating

Objectives
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programmes and projects in support of the goals of the World technical issues and problems, identify solutions, and
Summit for Social Development; and (c) strengthening overcome bottlenecks and trouble spots;
national machinery for the advancement of women, women

d technoloai dt the i d role.of () Development of prototype mechanisms
and néw technologies, and o support th€ increased role( propriate for national and local conditions to strengthen

womenin Ieadersmp and public life, as recommended n tB rticipatory programme designs, monitoring and evaluation;
Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action. To be

implemented within network arrangements, the project will ~ (9)  Preparation of guidelines and manuals for the use

be a low-cost solution to achieve distinct results within th@f conveners and participants in national and local
proposed period. mechanisms regarding the implementation of the Copenhagen

Declaration and the Programme of Action of the World
Indicators Summit for Social Development,

70. Indicators will include: number of indicators developed (1)  Preparation of manuals and information material
for the implementation of and follow-up to major Unitec®n Participatory social assessment techniques;

Nations Conferences; improved Internet-based electronic (i)  Organization of six expert group meetings (of 20
connectivity; and number of countries indicating that thparticipants each) to exchange experience regarding the
project has contributed to their improved capacities witfhonitoring of and reporting on national efforts to implement
regard to policy development related to United Nations globg&le Copenhagen Declaration and the Programme of Action

conferences. of the World Summit for Social Development, and
identification of obstacles to effective implementation and
Duration monitoring of progress;
71. The following duration is proposed: 1999-2001. () Organization of three interregional workshops for
strengthening national machineries for the advancement of
Activities women to exchange experiences on efforts to implement the

Beijing Platform for Action, with emphasis on women'’s role
in decision-making;
a) Organization of up to 10 regional consultative N )
.( ) 9 orup ) reg . . (k) Organization of five Internet conferences on
meetings to exchange national experience and information .on

) . |@100Iementation of the Beijing Platform for Action to enable
the development and use of national approaches/strategies far N : .
women’s non-governmental organizations, particularly in

and national experience in implementing Agenda 21, th eveloping countries, to share experiences and best practices
Copenhagen Declaration and the Programme of Action of thé ping ’ P P '

World Summit for Social Development, and the Beijingfand to coqtnbute to the review and ap!oralsal of the
) o mplementation of the Beijing Platform for Action scheduled
Declaration and Platform for Action;

for June 2000.

(b) Provision of advisory support service to assist
least developed countries, as requested, in the preparation of (For resource requirements, see annex)
national sustainable development strategies;

72. The following activities are proposed:

(c) Continued support and methodological
development of the core list of indicators of sustainable
development, in close cooperation with the 22 testing
countries, and capacity-building in those countries for fully
implementing the indicators programme;

(d) Organization and conduct of regional and
subregional workshops in support of capacity-building efforts
on indicators of sustainable development, particularly to
assist countries in incorporating modern information systems
and techniques into national decision-making processes;

(e) Provision of assistance to developing countries
in the area of indicators of sustainable development, through
regional and subregional expert consultations to address

13
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Annex

14

Resource requirements, by project

(United States dollars)

Project title Amount

Promotion of electronic commerce (UNCTAD) 1980 000

Capacity-building in economic and social policy analysis in Africa through the networking of
expertise (ECA) 2500000

Extension of access of developing countries and countries with economies in transition to
Mercure satellite telecommunication system for interconnectivity in environmental information

and data (UNEP) 2215000
Computer and telecommunication system for international and national drug control (UNDCP) 1100 000
Capacity-building and networking for the implementation of the Habitat Agenda in least

developed countries (Habitat) 945 000
On-line development centre (Department of Economic and Social Affairs) 510 000
Research network for global policy analysis (Department of Economic and Social Affairs) 725000

Activities for the implementation of Agenda 21, the Copenhagen Declaration and the
Programme of Action of the World Summit for Social Development, and the Beijing
Declaration and Platform for Action (Department of Economic and Social Affairs) 2330000

Total 12 305 000




