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. 1 NTRODUCTI ON

1. The CGeneral Assenbly, at its fifty-first session, adopted resolution 51/91
of 12 Decenber 1996 on effective pronotion of the Declaration on the R ghts of
Persons Belonging to National or Ethnic, Religious and Linguistic Mnorities, by
whi ch the Assenbly, inter alia, called upon the Secretary-General to nake
avai l abl e, at the request of CGovernments concerned, qualified expertise on
mnority issues; requested the United Nations H gh Conm ssioner for Human Ri ghts
to continue to inprove the coordination and cooperation of United Nations
programes and agenci es which deal with mnority issues; urged treaty bodies to
gi ve due regard to the pronmotion and protection of the rights of persons

bel onging to mnorities; called upon States to include in their reports to
treaty bodies information on neasures taken for the pronotion and protection of
the rights of persons belonging to mnorities; called upon all specia
representatives, special rapporteurs and working groups of the Comm ssion on
Human Rights to continue to give attention to situations involving mnorities.

2. The Assenbly al so requested the Secretary-General to report to it at its
fifty-second session on the inplenmentation of resolution 51/91 under the item
entitled "Human rights questions"

3. I nformati on was provided on activities of advisory services and technica
cooperation in regard to mnority issues and the prevention and resolution of

di sputes; activities of the Hi gh Commi ssioner within the franmework of

i nter-agency cooperation in the field of mnority protection; neasures taken by
States to protect and pronote the rights of mnorities as contained in their
reports to treaty bodies; reference to the observance of the rights of persons
bel onging to mnorities in the concluding observations of treaty bodi es;
mnority issues in reports of the relevant special rapporteurs, specia
representatives and working groups of the Comn ssion on Human Ri ghts.

4. The present report is submtted to the General Assenbly in pursuance of
resol ution 51/91.

1. PROVISION OF QUALI FI ED EXPERTI SE ON M NORI TY | SSUES

5. Qualified expertise on mnority issues is provided within the framework of
the technical cooperation progranme in the field of human rights. The
programe, which is inplemented under the | eadership of the United Nations High
Commi ssioner for Human Rights, ains to assist Governnents, at their request, in
incorporating international human rights standards in national |aws, policies
and practices, and in building national capacity and regional structures for the
pronotion and protection of all human rights, denocracy and the rule of |aw
General |y, assistance may take the form of expertise, advisory services,
institution-building, training courses, workshops and sem nars, fellowships,
grants and the provision of information and docunmentation

6. During the period under review, technical cooperation projects in the
context of mnority issues have essentially been linmted to the organizati on of
trai ni ng wor kshops and the devel opnent of training nanuals. More specifically,

/...
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human rights education and training has targeted mnority groups in such
countries as Arnenia and Rwanda, and a training manual on conflict resolution is
currently being prepared within the framework of the United Nations Decade for
Human Ri ghts Educati on

7. O particular relevance is the work being undertaken in Canbodi a, where two
trai ni ng workshops were held in Septenber and Cctober 1996 on minority rights
for two non-governnental organizations, the Cham Khner Islam M nority Human

Ri ght s Devel opment Associ ati on and the Khner Kanpuchea Krom Human Ri ghts and
Devel opnent Associ ation (see also E/CN. 4/1997/85). The workshops consi sted of
trai ni ng non-governmental organization trainers on howto use a mnority rights
curriculum devel oped by the Centre for Human Rights in Canbodia. In

Novenber 1996, with the assistance of the Centre, the two non-governmenta

organi zations jointly conducted their first workshop on mnority rights for 50
ethni ¢ Vi etnanese in Phnom Penh (para. 52).

I11. COOPERATI ON OF THE COFFI CE OF THE H GH COW SSI ONER
FOR HUMAN RI GHTS W TH UNI TED NATI ONS PROGRAMVES
AND AGENCI ES WHI CH DEAL WTH M NORI TY | SSUES

8. I nt er-agency cooperation on mnorities has been initiated and devel oped in
order to better coordinate the responses of the agencies to issues involving
mnorities. Two consultations were held during the period under review, in
January and May 1997, bringing together representatives of approximately 10
agenci es and intergovernnmental organizations which address in one way or another
the pronotion and protection of the rights of persons belonging to mnorities.

9. The consul tations provided an opportunity for agencies to exchange

i nformation and expertise in the following areas: non-discrimnation in
education; the pronotion and protection of the cultural rights of mnorities;
trai ning programres of in-house staff and mnorities at the local |evel; the

i ssue of citizenship and nationality; and the use of mnority-rel ated dat abases.
The consultations al so covered joint input to the Conm ssion on Human Ri ghts and
t he Subconmi ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of Mnorities
and its Wirking G oup on Mnorities; the provision of relevant infornmation to be
included on a Wrld Wde Wb site; joint mnority-related technical cooperation
projects; subm ssion of information on systemw de conpl ai nts procedures; input
into the treaty bodies; the dissem nation of the recommendati ons and resol utions
of supervisory bodies; and the provision of training on mnority-related human
rights instruments at regional and national |evels.

10. According to the participating agencies, such consultations should be
continued. They contribute to the strengthening of international action in
favour of mnorities by streamining activities, pooling both financial and
human resources, and arriving at ways in which nmechanisnms for early warning and
urgent action can be devised in the face of serious human rights violations
affecting mnorities.
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V. TREATY BODI ES

A, Hunman Rights Committee

11. During the period under review, the Human Rights Committee continued to
noni tor the observance of the International Covenant on Civil and Politica
Rights. It considered and commented on a nunber of reports submtted by States
parties to the Covenant, with specific reference to the inplenentation of
article 27 on the rights of persons belonging to mnorities.!?

12. In its concluding observations on the report of France (CCPR/ C/ 60/ FRA 4),
the Conmttee took note of the declarati on nade by France concerning the

prohi bition prescribed under article 27 of the Covenant agai nst denyi ng et hnic,
religious or linguistic mnorities the right, in community with menbers of their
group, to enjoy their own culture, to profess and practice their own religion or
to use their own | anguage. The Committee was, however, unable to agree that
France was a country in which there were no ethnic, religious or linguistic
mnorities. The Committee wished to recall that the nere fact that equal rights
were granted to all individuals and that all individuals were equal before the

| aw di d not exclude the existence in fact of mnorities in a country, nor did it
exclude their entitlenment to the enjoynment of their culture, the practice of
their religion or the use of their |anguage in comunity with other nenbers of
their group (para. 24).

13. In its concluding observations on the report of India (CCPR T 60/1ND 3),
the Conmttee noted with concern that discrimnation agai nst menbers of the
underprivil eged cl asses and castes and other minorities constituted an

i npedi rent to the inplenmentation of the Covenant, including article 27. The
Commi ttee recomended that further neasures be adopted, including education
programes at national and State levels, to conbat all fornms of discrimnation
agai nst those vul nerabl e groups (paras. 5, 8, 15).

14. In its concluding observations on the report of Slovakia, the Commttee
noted with concern, with respect to article 27, that no steps had yet been taken
to adopt legislation to inplenment the provisions of the Constitution on the use
of mnority | anguages, and that as a consequence the use of mnority |anguages
in official communications had not been secured. The Conmittee recommended t hat
| egi sl ation be adopted to secure | anguage rights for mnorities, with due

consi deration to the provisions of the Covenant and the Committee's genera
coment on article 27 (23 (50)). The Committee al so expressed concern that
insufficient provision, in particular in relation to allocation of resources,
had been made in the field of educational and cultural rights for the benefit of
the Hungarian mnority in Slovakia (para. 24).

15. In its concluding observations on the report of Bolivia (CCPR C/ 79/ Add. 74),
the Conm ttee expressed concern that despite the |legislation enacted to allow

t he i ndi genous comunities to enjoy the use of their traditional lands in a
comunal way, discrimnation and other obstacles to the full enjoynment of the
rights protected under article 27 of the Covenant continued to exist. The

Conmi ttee recommended that neasures be taken to ensure that the nenbers of

i ndi genous groups enjoyed fully their rights under article 27 of the Covenant,
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particularly with regard to the preservation of their culture, |anguage and
religion (para. 35).

16. In its concluding observations on the report of Col onbia (CCPR C/ 79/ Add. 76),
the Conmttee noted that menbers of indigenous comunities and of the bl ack
mnority continued to suffer discrimnation and that they did not fully enjoy
their rights provided for in article 27 of the Covenant.

17. In its concluding observations on the report of Georgia (CCPR/ C/ 79/ Add. 75),
the Conmttee wel comed Georgia's efforts to afford nore active protection for
the human rights of mnorities with a viewto guaranteeing themthe free
expression of their cultures and use of their |anguages.

B. Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Ri ghts

18. The Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights has continued to dea
with mnority issues, in particular while exam ning articles 13 and 14 of the

I nternati onal Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights on the right to
education, and article 15 on the right to culture.

19. In its concluding observations on the report of Peru (E/ C 12/1/Add.14), the
Conmittee wel coned the indigenous-1anguage |iteracy and educati on progranmmes,

whi ch ained to preserve indigenous | anguages and to strengthen their cultura
identity. |In particular, the Committee expressed concern at the insufficiency
of the fulfilment of the rights of indigenous and bl ack popul ations to
educati on.

20. In its concluding observations on the report of Z nbabwe (E/ C 12/1/Add. 12),
the Conmttee noted that de jure non-discrimnation and protection of the
cultural rights of mnorities should be ensured, and urged that particul ar
attention be paid to the cultural situation and the participation of mnority
groups in cultural life.

C. Comittee on the Elimnation of Racial Discrimnation

21. Although the International Convention on the Elimnation of Al Forns of
Raci al Discrimnation does not contain any specific articles on mnority rights,
article 2 (2) inposes an obligation on States parties to undertake affirmative
action in respect of groups which have suffered fromdiscrimnatory practices,
article 5 refers to the elimnation of racial discrimnation w thout distinction
as to, anong others, national or ethnic origin, and article 7 urges States
parties to adopt effective methods in the fields of teaching, education and
culture with a view to promoting understandi ng, tol erance and friendshi p anong
nati ons and et hni cal groups.

22. In its concluding observations on the report of Belarus (CERDY 304/ Add. 22),
the Conm ttee wel comed the signature by Bel arus of the Comonweal th of

| ndependent States (C'S) Convention concerning the R ghts of Persons Bel ongi ng
to National Mnorities and the detailed information provided in the report on
the ethnic conposition of the population involving national, ethnic, cultural

l.o..
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linguistic and religious mnorities in Belarus. The Conmttee expressed
concern, however, at the |lack of concrete information concerning the
i npl enentati on of the Act on National Mnorities, as well as the |l ack of
information on the participation in public life of ethnic mnorities.

23. In its concluding observations on the report of Pakistan (CERY ' 304/ Add. 25),
the Conmittee wel comed the institutions and nmeasures that had been established
to pronote and protect mnority rights, such as the Mnorities Affairs Division
the National Commission for Mnorities, the Federal Advisory Council for
Mnority Affairs, the Districts Mnority Commttees, the National Commttee on
t he Kal ash Peopl e, and the nonthly holding of neetings with mnority nmenbers of
the National Assenbly (para. 6). The Conmittee wel conmed the repeal of the
separate el ectoral system which allowed nmenbers of mnorities to vote only for
certain reserved seats in elections, as well as the fact that nmenbers of
mnorities were currently entitled to participate directly in the genera

el ection process, in addition to electing their own representatives. The

Commi ttee expressed concern, however, that the policy of Pakistan to recognize
only religious mnorities excluded ethnic, linguistic or racial groups living in
the country fromany specific protection under the Convention that woul d derive
fromtheir official recognition as mnorities (para. 12). The Conmittee al so
noted that it was unclear whether the various |anguages spoken in the country
could be used in the courts. The Conmittee reconmended that the State party
explore the possibility of granting the same status as that of the religious
mnorities to other ethnic and linguistic groups in order to ensure their ful
protection under the national laws and institutions relating to mnorities as
wel | as relevant international human rights instrunments.

24. In its concluding observations on the report of the United Kingdom of G eat
Britain and Northern Ireland (CERD C/ 304/ Add. 20), the Comm ttee wel coned the
neasures taken to increase the participation of nenbers of ethnic mnorities in
public and government office and in the police, as well as the adoption of a
10-point action plan to raise the achievenent of ethnic mnority pupils. The
Commi ttee recomended that the United Ki ngdom continue to strengthen its efforts
towards the full enjoynent by all ethnic groups of all the rights provided for
in article 5 of the Convention

25. In its concluding observations on the report of Gernmany (CERD T304/ Add. 24)
the Conm ttee comended the German authorities for the inproved curricula at
various |evels of schooling starting froman early age, enconpassing instruction
about other cultures and religions, which ained to instil in the young a feeling
of respect for all human beings regardl ess of ethnic origin or religious
affiliation. The Committee expressed its concern that although Germany had
accorded the status of ethnic mnority and provi ded special protection to four
smal | ethnic groups traditionally resident in Germany, it had left nunerically
much | arger ethnic groups w thout any specific protection, in particular nenbers
of those ethnic groups who had | ong-termresidence status or who had becone
Gernman citizens. In its suggestions and reconmendations, the Conmttee
encouraged Germany to continue exploring ways of providing specific protection
to all ethnic groups living within its territory.

26. In its concluding observations on the report of Bulgaria (CERY {304/ Add. 29),
the Conmttee wel comed the positive neasures that Bul garia had adopted to conbat

l...
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various fornms of racial discrimnation, including the Law on Names of Bul garian
Citizens, which ensured the possibility of the use of non-Slavic nanmes. The
Conmi ttee expressed concern about the enjoynment of economic, social and cultura
rights of the Ronma, whose vulnerability had increased in the context of the
current economic crisis. The Committee al so expressed its concerned that

Bul gari a prohibited the foundation and registration of political parties forned
on, inter alia, ethnic or religious bases. The Committee recomended t hat

Bul garia pay greater attention to the protection of the Roma's civil, political
econom c, social and cultural rights; that any de facto segregati on of
mnorities be prevented; and that conprehensive human rights training be
provided to all segments of the population with a view to conbating negative
attitudes and prejudices towards mnorities.

D. Committee on the Rights of the Child

27. In its concluding observations on the report of Paraguay (CRC ¢ 15/ Add. 75),
the Conmttee expressed concern that adequate neasures had not yet been taken to
fully guarantee in practice the right of indigenous students to education in
their native |anguage, Guarani, and recomended that the authorities guarantee
the full inplenentation of the right of children to education in their own

| anguage.

28. In its concluding observations on the report of Al geria (CRC C/ 15/ Add. 76),
the Conmttee regretted the absence of information on the teachi ng progranmes
for nonmadic children, who should be able to benefit fromthe provisions of
article 30 on the rights of mnority children. 1t recomended that specific
neasures be taken to ensure that children belonging to minorities mght, in
particul ar, benefit fromthe right to enjoy their own culture in accordance wth
article 30.

V. SPECI AL RAPPORTEURS, SPECI AL REPRESENTATI VES AND WORKI NG
GROUPS OF THE COVM SSI ON ON HUMAN RI GHTS

29. In a nunber of cases, special rapporteurs and special representatives
appoi nted by the Conmm ssion on Human Rights or by the Secretary-General,
respectively, have addressed the rights of persons belonging to national or
ethnic, religious and linguistic mnorities. The working groups of the
Conmmi ssion on Human Rights al so address situations involving mnorities.

Speci al Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the State of Bosnia and
Her zegovina, the Republic of Croatia and the Federal Republic of Yugosl avia
(Serbi a and Mont enegr o)

30. The forner Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the
territory of former Yugoslavia, Ms. Elisabeth Rehn, in her special report on
mnorities (E/CN. 4/1997/8), noted that Governnents of the territory of forner
Yugosl avia continued to be accused of marginalizing and repressing mnority
popul ati ons, and that the participation of mnorities in public affairs

t hroughout the region was limted (para. 2). Her report concentrated on two
countries dom nated by people of one national group - the Federal Republic of

/...
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Yugosl avia, which is populated mainly by Serbs, and Croatia, which is

predom nantly Croat. She enphasized that it was clear that the Covernnments of
the territory of former Yugoslavia had the inperative responsibility to take new
neasures to pronote the protection of mnority rights, and i ndeed were wel |l
advised to do so, even if for no other reason than to ensure the | asting
integrity of their States' borders (para. 7).

Speci al Rapporteur on the situation in the Republic of Equatorial QGQuinea

31. The Special Rapporteur on the situation in the Republic of Equatori al
Quinea, M. Alejandro Artucio, referred in his report (E/ CN 4/1997/54) to

di scrimnation agai nst persons belonging to the Bubi ethnic group on the island
of Bioko and the inhabitants of the island of Annobon. Specific nention was
made of a witten comruni cation received fromthe government del egation in the
district of Baney Island, Bioko, rem nding the popul ati on, which was conposed of
menbers of the Bubi ethnic group, that any traditional celebration or cerenony

i nvol ving a gathering of people required prior authorization fromthat
government del egati on. The Speci al Rapporteur considered that that

comuni cation seriously jeopardized the right of any comunity freely to conduct
cerenpni es that were expressions of its culture (paras. 56-60).

Speci al Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Iraq

32. The Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Iraq,

M. Max van der Stoel, referred in his report (E/ CN 4/1997/57) to the overal
restrictions of alnost all human rights in Ilraqgq, inevitably affecting the rights
of minorities to profess and practice their own religion, speak their own

| anguage, participate in public life and enjoy their own culture. Wth
reference to the latter in particular, the Special Rapporteur alleged that
severe restrictions on the freedom of thought, expression and culture in Iraq
had eradi cated the expression of conpeting views and i deas and noul ded a nunber
of young minds to serve the Baath Party and the | eadership. That had been done
t hrough the application of strict |aws, severe penalties and through the
ownership of the nedia itself. The I aw on publications was al so an inportant

i nstrument of repression of opinion and expression since it required

aut hori zation for publication and i nposed penalties for publishing any of a |ong
list of books (paras. 27 and 28).

Speci al Representative on the situation of hunman rights in the Islam c Republic
of Ilran

33. In his report to the Conm ssion on Human Rights (E/ CN. 4/1997/63), the
Speci al Representative on the situation of human rights in the Islamc Republic
of lran, M. Maurice Capithorne, referred to reports of grave breaches of the
human rights of the Baha'i in Iran and of discrimnation against the nmenbers of
that religious conmunity, including arbitrary detentions, refusal of entry to
uni versities, dismssals fromenploynent and confiscation of properties

(paras. 50-57). The Special Representative had al so received information

all eging that | eaders of certain religious mnority groups in Iran were under
pressure, including Sunni clerics of Baluchi ethnicity, sone of whom appeared to
have di ed under suspicious circunstances (para. 61). |In order to ensure the
security of certain religious mnorities in Iran, the Special Representative
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urged that the 1996 recommendati ons of the Special Rapporteur on the question of
religious intolerance be inplenmented.

Speci al Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Sudan

34. The Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Sudan,

M. Gaspar Biro, referred in his report (E/ CN. 4/1997/58), inter alia, to
restrictions of the rights of religious mnorities, in particular to the
situation of the Sudanese Christians and their churches and organi zati ons, which
had suffered several disadvantages and had been subjected to discrimnatory
measures in the past. He also nentioned the continued reports of enforced

I sl am zation of Christians and believers in traditional African religions in

Governnent-controll ed areas in the south of the country (paras. 52-53). In his
concl usi ons, the Special Rapporteur recommended that the Government of the Sudan
ensure that all individuals in its territory and subject to its jurisdiction,

i ncludi ng menbers of all religious and ethnic groups, enjoyed fully the rights
recogni zed in applicable international human rights instruments.

Speci al Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in fornmer Zaire (presently
Denocratic Republic of Congo)

35. The Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in former Zaire,

M. Roberto Garreton, mentioned in his report (E/ CN 4/1997/6) that not al

ethnic groups living in former Zaire enjoyed the sane rights. Arbitrary
political discrimnation existed, as in the case of one ethnic group which was a
tiny mnority but which predom nated because the | ate Marshal Mbutu and his
Ceneral belonged to it. There was also discrimnation with regard to the

ef fective enjoynent of econonmic, social and cultural rights, as well as civi

and political rights, by other ethnic groups, in flagrant violation of

articles 2.2, 2.3, 3, 4 and 5 of the Declaration on the R ghts of Persons

Bel onging to National or Ethnic, Religious and Linguistic Mnorities. The
Speci al Rapporteur also |ooked into the situation of the Batwa or pygm es, who
constituted the only genuinely original ethnic group in former Zaire. According
to the Special Rapporteur, that mnority lived in conditions of indescribable
poverty at the margins of civilization.

Speci al Rapporteur on contenporary forns of racism racial discrimnation,
xenophobi a and rel ated intol erance

36. The Special Rapporteur on contenporary fornms of racism racia

di scrimnation, xenophobia and related intol erance, M. 4 él é- Ahanhanzo,
referred in his report (E/ CN 4/1997/71), to incidents of intolerance and

di scrimnatory acts against various mnority groups, including the continua

i ncidents of discrimnation against Blacks on the Internet through the spread of
raci st nessages; the resurgence of anti-Arab sentinent in the United States of
America and the discrimnation that they faced in the areas of education,

enpl oyment and housing; anti-Senmitismaround the world, especially the

di ssem nation of anti-Senmitic propaganda and vi ol ence in Wstern Europe agai nst
Jews and Jewi sh targets; discrimnation against the Romas in Ronania and in the
Czech Republic in the areas of housing, education and enpl oynent; and the
deprivation of perm ssion for permanent residence of the Meskhetian Turks in
Krasnodar Territory in the Russian Federation. In his conclusions and
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recomendat i ons, the Special Rapporteur expressed his wish to see the
recomendati ons that he made translated into action, in particular in the fields
of education in human rights, acceptance of others and tol erance for the sake of
peace.

Speci al Rapporteur on the question of religious intolerance

37. The Special Rapporteur on religious intolerance, M. Abdelfattah Amor, in
his report on the exam nation of incidents and governnental action in all parts
of the world inconsistent with the provisions of the Declaration on the
Elimnation of All Fornms of Intol erance and of Discrimnation Based on Religion
or Belief (E/CN 4/1997/91), continued to provide information on inroads into the
respect of the right of mnorities to profess and practise their own religion

38. Concerning the analysis of the communi cations, the Special Rapporteur
classified the religious communities in respect of which violations of religious
freedomwere alleged to have taken place as follows: Christianity: Al bania,

Al geria, Arnenia, Bangl adesh, Bulgaria, Burundi, China, Ethiopia, Ceorgia,

G eece, Indonesia, Kuwait, Lao People's Denpcratic Republic, Lebanon, Mexico,
Morocco, Nepal, N geria, Romania, Saudi Arabia, Somalia, Turkey, United Arab
Emirates, Viet Nam Yenen; |Islam Bangl adesh, Chad, Egypt, Pakistan, Saudi
Arabia, Tajikistan, Turkey, United Arab Emrates, United Ki ngdom Yenen;
Buddhi sm China, Russian Federation, Viet Nam Hinduism Yenen; Judaism

Bel arus, Turkey; Baha'is: Arnenia, |Indonesia; Jehovah's witnesses: Arnenia,
Bul garia, Cyprus, Eritrea, Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, |Indonesia, Singapore;
Hare Krishna: Arnmenia; Al _Argam Ml aysia; Darul Argam |ndonesia; Mrnons:
Ukr ai ne; Navaj os and Apaches: United States of Anerica (paras. 17-20).

39. In respect of allegations of discrimnation against all religions and
religious groups which do not reflect the official or State religion, the
Speci al Rapporteur referred to Bel arus, Bhutan, Bolivia, Brunei Darussal am

I srael and Mal dives. 1In respect of allegations of discrimnatory policies
and/ or | aws and regul ati ons concerning religion and belief, he referred to:
Christians and Shiites in Saudi Arabia; non-Mislins in Brunei Darussal am and
Mal di ves; Christians in the Lao People's Denocratic Republic and the United Arab
Emrates; Christians and Muslins in Israel; and the Jehovah's Wtnesses in
Eritrea. The Special Rapporteur also referred to sonme religious mnorities
which are affected by religious extrem smin Bangl adesh, Mexico, Somalia and
Tur key.

40. In his concluding remarks, the Special Rapporteur reiterated that education
was the prinme nmeans of conbating intol erance and di scrimnation based on
religion or belief, and he was firmly convinced that |asting progress in

tol erance and non-di scrimnation could be brought about |argely through schoo
curricula and school books within the framework of educational policy.

41. In his report on the visit to India which he undertook from2 to

14 Decenber 1996 (E/ CN.4/1997/91/Add. 1), the Special Rapporteur nentioned the
constitutional provisions which protect the right of persons belonging to
mnorities to freely profess and practise their own religion, in particular
article 30, paragraphs 1 and 2 of the Constitution, which stated that al
religious or linguistic mnorities had the right to establish and adm nister
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educational institutions of their choice. Furthernore, the educationa
institution of a mnority mght not be discrimnated agai nst when the State
granted aid to educational institutions. Under article 29 of the Constitution,
citizens had the right to conserve their own | anguage and script (para. 8).

42. According to the Special Rapporteur, the Indian National Conm ssion for
Mnorities Act of 1992 recogni zed the Muslim Christian, Sikh, Buddhist and
Zoroastrian mnority communities. Wth reference to the Miuslimcomunity, which
constituted India's largest mnority, the Special Rapporteur had not been
informed of any action on the part of the authorities designed to restrict
religious activities, including freedomof religious practice and freedomto
organi ze Muslim services, religious teachings and custons. |In addition, the
Muslim community had its own educational establishnments, including the nadrasa
religious schools responsible for dissemnating the teachings of Islam and it
possessed a | arge nunber of places of worship.

43. According to the information he received, the Special Rapporteur mentioned
that the Christians who constituted the second largest mnority in India were
not subjected to any interference of the State in their internal religious
activities. Christian mnorities could establish their own schools and pl aces
of worship, and could freely produce and di ssem nate religious publications.

44, Wth reference to the Sikh mnority, the Special Rapporteur received
differing information. On the one hand, he was informed that the Sikh mnority
was the victimof a policy of intolerance and discrimnation based on religion
pursued by the authorities, especially in the Punjab, where the Sikhs were a
majority; on the other hand, the Special Rapporteur was inforned that the
conflictual situation in the Punjab had no religious basis and was purely
politi cal

45. In his conclusions and recommendati ons, the Special Rapporteur noted
India's political commtment to "unity in diversity" which reflected a nobde of
denocrati c organi zati on of society based on respect for and viability of
diversity, particularly in the field of religion. He recommended that neasures
be taken to neutralize and eradicate extrem sm which through its influence on
the masses could well destroy community and religious harnmony in |ndia.

Speci al Rapporteur on the question of the human rights of all persons subjected
to any formof detention or inprisonnent, in particular torture and other cruel

i nhuman or degrading treatnment or puni shnent

46. The Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment or punishnent, M. N gel Rodley, referred in his report
(E/CN. 4/ 1997/ 7/ Add. 1) to all egati ons concerni ng persons belonging to mnorities
who had been tortured. However, it was difficult to establish whether those
persons had been tortured or subjected to ill-treatnment because they bel onged to
a mnority. He transmitted allegations to the foll owi ng Governments regarding
persons belonging to national, ethnic, religious or linguistic mnorities, on
behal f of, anong others: Chakmas in Bangl adesh; the Roma in Bul garia; Tibetans
in China; Turkish Cypriots in Cyprus; the Orono in Ethiopia; Romanians in
Hungary; East Tinorese and Irian Jayans in Indonesia; Arabs in Israel; nenbers
of the Cossack community in Kazakhstan; mnmenbers of the Mhajir Qaum novenent in
Paki st an; the Chechen and the I ngush in the Russian Federation; persons of
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Kurdi sh ethnic origin in Turkey; and ethnic Al banians in the Federal Republic of
Yugosl! avi a.

Speci al Rapporteur on extrajudicial, sunmmary or arbitrary executions

47. The Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions,
M. Bacre Waly Ndiaye, referred in his report (E/ CN 4/1997/60) to violations of
the right to life of persons belonging to national, ethnic, religious or
linguistic mnorities. He transmtted allegations to some 10 Governnents
regardi ng persons belonging to national, ethnic, religious or linguistic
mnorities, on behalf of, among others: Aboriginals in Australia; Chakmas in
Bangl adesh; menbers of the Guarani-Kai owa i ndi genous conmunity in Brazil;
menbers of the Roma ethnic group in Bulgaria; Hutus and Tutsis in the G eat
Lakes region; Baha'is in Iran; Palestinians in Israel; nenbers of the Kayin
ethnic mnority in Myanmar; Tamls in Sri Lanka; people of Kurdish ethnic origin
in Turkey; detainees of Afro-Caribbean origin in the United Kingdom Bl ack
Anericans in the United States and Banyamul engues in former Zaire (para. 27).

48. I n his concluding remarks and recommendati ons, the Special Rapporteur
stated that one of the nmpbst prevalent targets of extrajudicial, sumary or
arbitrary executions continued to be persons involved in struggles, such as
struggles to prevent or conbat racial, ethnic or religious discrimnation and
ensure respect for social, cultural, economc, civil and political rights. He
urged that the international community assist in the establishnment of a coherent
mul tifaceted system of prevention of conflicts that wuld enbody a rapid

i nterventi on conponent to avert the degeneration of situations where the threat
of nmassive human rights viol ati ons exi st ed.

Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary D sappearances

49. The main task of the Wirking Goup is to act as a channel of comunication
between fam lies of disappeared persons and the Governnents concerned, as well
as to nonitor States' conpliance with their obligations deriving fromthe

Decl aration on the Protection of Al Persons from Enforced D sappearance.

50. Inits report (E/CN 4/1997/34), the Wrking G oup reported cases of

di sappearances of persons belonging to mnorities in, inter alia: China of

Ti bet ans; | ndonesia of East Tinorese; Iraq of ethnic Arabs and Kurds of the
Shi'a faith; Morocco of persons of Saharan origin; Pakistan of the Mbhajirs; the
Russi an Federation of persons of ethnic lngush and Gssetian origin; and Sri
Lanka of Tamils. 1In its conclusions and recommendations, the Wrking G oup
again urged Governments to cooperate with and assist the Wrking G oup so that

it mght performits function w thout hindrance.

51. Further information on the situation of mnorities is contained in
docunents E/ CN. 4/1997/51 and E/ CN. 4/1997/10 on the situation in East Tinor and
in the Republic of Chechnya, Russian Federation, respectively.

Not es
L' Wth reference to sonme countries where indigenous popul ati ons rather than

mnority groups are affected by human rights violations, the Conmttee has
i nvoked article 27 of the International Covenant on Gvil and Political R ghts.



