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PARTIES 
 

ALBANIA 
 

Mrs. Arjana Sinojmeri 
Expert of National Parks and Protected Areas 
Sector 
Ministry of Environment, Forestry and Water 
Management 

 
ALGERIA 
 

M. Fouad Chehat 
Directeur General de l'Institut dela Recherche 
Agronomique 
Mission Permanente d'Algérie, Kenya 

 
Mme Zohra Ghazi 
Directrice 
Focal Point 
Ministère de l'Agriculture et du Développement 
Rural 

 
M. Abdelkader Khelifa 
Inspecteur au Ministere Algerien 
Ministère de l'Agriculture et du Développement 
Rural 

 
M. Kamel Djemouai 
Sous-Directeur et Point Focal National du Fond 
pour l'Environnement Mondial 
Ministère de l'Aménagement du Territoire, de 
l'Environnement et du Tourisme 

 
Mme Sihem Medani 
Inspectrice de l'Environnement Principale 
Ministère de l'Aménagement du Territoire, de 
l'Environnement et du Tourisme 

 
ANGOLA 
 

Mr. Pedro Lando Bumba Canga 
Adviser 
Ministry of External Relations 

 
M. Manuel Helena Sebastiao 
Consultant 
Ministry of External Relations 

 

ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA 
 

H.E. Mr. Conrod Hunte 
Ambassador 
Deputy Permanent Representative 
Permanent Mission of Antigua and Barbuda to 
the United Nations, New York 

 
ARGENTINA 
 

Excmo. Sr. Francisco Armando Gandia 
Subsecretario de Coordinacion dePoliticas 
Ambientales 
Secretaría de Ambiente y Desarrollo 
Sustentable 

 
Sr. Federico Navia 
Consejero de Embajada 
Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores, Comercio 
Internacional y Culto 

 
Sr. Pablo Hernan Viegas Aurelio 
Abogado 
Legal y Tecnico Dirección de Conservación del 
Suelo y Lucha contra la Desertificación 
Secretaría de Ambiente y Desarrollo 
Sustentable 

 
Sra. María Laura Corso 
Licenciada en Economia Agraria Direccion de 
Conservacion del Suelo y Lucha contra la 
Desertificación 
Secretaría de Ambiente y Desarrollo 
Sustentable 

 
ARMENIA 
 

Mr. Ashot Vardevanyan 
Deputy Head  
Bioresources Management Agency 
Ministry of Nature Protection 

 
AUSTRIA 
 

Mr. Franz Breitwieser 
Director 
Head of Unit  
Development Aspects of Environment and 
Sustainability 
Federal Ministry for European and International 
Affairs 
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AZERBAIJAN 
 

Mr. Ogtay Jafarov 
Chief Consultant  
State Expertise Department 
Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources 

 
Mr. Rashad Allahverdiyev 
Advisor of International Cooperation 
Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources 

 
BANGLADESH 
 

Mr. Muhammad Munir Chowdhury 
Director 
Ministry of Environment and Forest 

 
Dr. Md Nasir Uddin 
Joint Secretary 
Ministry of Environment and Forest 

 
BELARUS 
 

Dr. Valiantsin Yatsukhna 
Vice-President 
Bellarussian Geographic Society 
Belarussian State University 

 
Dr. Uladzimir Sauchanka 
Head 
Department for Land, Forest and Landscape 
Protection 
Ministry of Natural Resources and 
Environmental Protection 

 
BELGIUM 
 

M. Patrick Hollebosch 
Chargé du programme 
Département des affaires environnementales 
internationales 
Service public fédéral Affaires étrangères, 
Commerce extérieur et Coopération au 
développement 

 
BELIZE 
 

Mr. Eugenio Wilber Sabido 
Chief Forest Officer 
Forest Department 
Ministry of Natural Resources, Local 
Government and the Environment 

 

BENIN 
 

Mme Armande Zanou Aïvohozin 
Point Focal de la Convention 
Ministère de l'Environnement et de la 
Protection de la Nature 

 
Mme Bernadette Doussou Glehouenou 
Membre Comite de la Science et de la 
Technologie 
Université Nationale du Bénin 

 
BHUTAN 
 

Mr. Chencho Norbu 
Director  
Department of Agriculture 
Ministry of Agriculture 

 
Mr. Tshering Dorji 
Deputy Chief  
National Soil Service Centre 
Ministry of Agriculture 

 
BOLIVIA (PLURINATIONAL STATE OF) 
 

Ing. Cesar Altamirano Bustillos 
Corresponsal Cientifico 
Ministerio de Medio Ambiente y Agua 

 
BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA 
 

Prof. Dr. Mihajlo Markovic 
Director  
Agricultural Institute of the Republic of Srpska 
Ministry of Foreign Trade and Economic 
Relations 

 
Prof. Dr. Hamid Custovic 
Faculty of Agriculture and Food Sciences 
University of Sarajevo 

 
BOTSWANA 
 

Mrs. Ingrid Otukile 
Chief Natural Resources Officer 
Department of Environmental Affairs 

 
Mr. Sonny Walter Mokgwathi 
Principal Scientific Officer 
Department of Forestry and Range Resources 
Ministry of Environment, Wildlife and Tourism 
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BRAZIL 
 

Ms. Adriana Sader Tescari 
Head 
Ministry of External Relations 
Embassy of Brazil, Berlin 

 
Mr. Francisco Campello 
Focal Punto 
Ministerio del Medio Ambiente 

 
Mr. Antonio Rocha Magalhães 
Ministry of Environment 

 
Sr. Valdemar Rodriguez 
Correspondente de CST 
Ministerio del Medio Ambiente 

 
Dr. Sonia Formiga de Albaquerque 
Researcher 
Instituto Agronomico de Parnambuco 
Ministry of Science and Technology 

 
Dr. Julio Zoe de Brito 
Director 
Instituto Agronimico de Pernambuco 
Ministry of Science and Technology 

 
Mr. Marco Bueno 
Analyst 
Ministry of Environment 

 
Sr. José Roberto de Lima 
Coordenador Técnico 
Secretaria de Extrativismo e Desenvolvimento 
Rural Sustentavel 
Ministerio del Medio Ambiente 

 
BULGARIA 
 

Ms. Tatyana Marinova Dimitrova 
Expert 
Subsurface and Underground Resources 
Directorate 
Ministry of Environment and Water 

 
Dr. Prof. Maria Grozeva Sokolovska 
Head of Department of Soil Science 
Forest Research Institute 
Bulgarian Academy of Sciences 

 

BURKINA FASO 
 

M. Francois Lompo 
Maître de Recherche à l'INERA 
Ministère de la Recherche Scientifique et de 
l'Innovation 

 
BURUNDI 
 

Mme Antoinette Macumi 
Directeur Général des Forêts et de 
l'Environnement 
Ministère de l'Eau, de l'Environnement, de 
l'Amenagement du Territoire et de l'Urbanisme 

 
Mme Daphrose Niyokwizera 
Correspondant pour la science et la technologie 
Conseillère à la 2ème Vice Présidence 
Chargée du Volet Agriculture et Environnement 
Ministère de l'Agriculture et de l'élevage 

 
CAMEROON 
 

Dr. Bring 
Chef de la Delegation 
Ministère de l'Environnement et de la 
Protection de la Nature 

 
CANADA 
 

Mr. Lawrence Townley-Smith 
Agricultural Ecologist 
Integrated Natural Resources Division 
Agri-Environment Services Branch 
Agriculture and Agri-Food 

 
CAPE VERDE 
 

M. Domingos Barros 
Ingénieur Forestier  
Direction Générale de l'Agriculture, 
Silviculture et Elevage 
Ministère de l'Environnement, Développement 
rural et Ressources marines 

 
M. João Moreno Spence Semedo 
Agrometeorologiste 
Ministère de l'Agriculture, de l'Alimentation et 
de l'Environnement 
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CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC 
 

M. Ambroise Zanga 
Directeur Général de l'Environnement 
Ministère de l'Environnement et de l'Écologie 

 
M. Michel César Manzangue 
Administrateur Civil  
Directeur de la Gestion des Risques 
Ministère de l'Environnement et de l'Écologie 

 
CHAD 
 

M. Maïbe Komandje 
Coordonnateur de l'Organe National de Lutte 
contre la Désertification 
Ministère de l'Environnement, de l'Eau et des 
Ressources Halieutiques 

 
CHINA 
 

Mr. Liu Tuo 
Director General of National Bureau to Combat 
Dessertification 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

 
Ms. Xiaoxia Jia 
Deputy Director 
Division of CCD Implementation  
and International Cooperation 
National Bureau to Combat Desertification 
Secretariat of China National Committee for 
Implementation of UNCCD 

 
Ms. Xiaolin Wang 
Deputy Director 
Office for Climate Change 
Department of Treaty and Law 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

 
Dr. Bo Wu 
Professorin Landscape Ecologyand 
Desertification Control  
Institute of Desertification Studies 
Ministry of Forestry 

 

COLOMBIA 
 

Sra. Zoraida Fajardo Rodríguez 
Coordinaria del grupo de Gestion en 
Biodeversidad de la direccionde Ecosistemas 
del Ministerio de Ambiente,Vivenda y 
DesarrolloTerritorial 
Ministerio de Ambiente, Vivienda y Desarrollo 
Territorial 

 
Sr. Reinaldo Sanchez Lopez 
Profesional Universitario IDEAM 
Corresponsan Cientificoe Columbia ante 
Ministerio de Ambiente, Vivienda y Desarrollo 
Territorial 

 
COMOROS 
 

M. Ambadi Issouf Miradji 
Point Focal National de UNCCD 
Ministère de l'Agriculture, de la Pêche et de 
l'Environnement 

 
CONGO 
 

Mme Jacqueline Moukoko Milebe 
Correspondante Nationale CST 
Ministère du développement durable de 
l'économie forestrière et de l'environnement 

 
M. Alexis Mbemba 
Point Focal National 
Ministère du développement durable de 
l'économie forestrière et de l'environnement 

 
COOK ISLANDS 
 

Ms. Heimata Louisa Karika 
Senior Environment Officer 
National Environment Service 

 
Mr. Manuel Karika Tavake 
Alternate Science and Technology 
Correspondent 
National Environment Service 

 
COSTA RICA 
 

Sr. Mariano Espinoza Camacho 
Dirección del Sistema Nacional de Areas de 
Conservación 
Ministerio de Ambiente y Energia 
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Sr. Renato Jiménez Zúniga 
Corresponsal Cientifico Designado 
Ministerio de Agricultura y Ganaderia 

 
CÔTE D'IVOIRE 
 

M. Yao Bernard Koffi 
Directeur de la Qualité de l'Environnement 
Ministère de l'Environnement, des Eaux et 
Forêts 

 
CUBA 
 

Ing. María Nery Urquiza Rodríguez 
Especialista 
Centro de Información, Gestión, y Educación 
Ambiental 
Ministerio de Ciencia, Tecnología y Medio 
Ambiente 

 
Sra. Romy Montiel Hernández 
Representante del CRIC 
Ministerio de Ciencia, Tecnología y Medio 
Ambiente 

 
Sr. Candelario Aleman 
Centro de Informacion y Gestion Ambiental 
Ministerio de Ciencia, Tecnología y Medio 
Ambiente 

 
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO 
 

M. Jean Ilunga Muneng 
Point Focal National 
Chef de Division - Désertification 
Direction du Développement  
Durable 
Ministère de l'Environnement, Conservation de 
la Nature et Tourisme 

 
M. Prosper Kalombo Kayembe Kahasa 
Chef de Bureau / Désertification 
Direction du Développement Durable 
Correspondant CST 
Ministère de l'Environnement, Conservation de 
la Nature et Tourisme 

 

DJIBOUTI 
 

M. Mohamed Moussa Ibrahim 
Conseiller Technique  
Chargé des Ressources en eau 
Ministère de l'Agriculture, de l'Elevage et de la 
Mer 

 
DOMINICA 
 

Ms. Kongit Haile-Gabriel 
SLM Project Coordinator 
Ministry of Agriculture and Environment 

 
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
 

Ing. Pedro García Brito 
Coordinador del Grupo Técnico 
Interinstitucional de lucha contra la 
desertificación 
Ministerio de Medio Ambiente y Recursos 
Naturales 

 
Sr. Pedro Antonio Nunez Ramos 
Investigador 
Instituto Dominicano de Desarrollo Recursos 
Hidricos (INDRHI) 

 
ECUADOR 
 

Sra. Manuela Fernandez de Cordova 
Functionaria 
Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores 

 
Sr. Tony Zúniga 
Ingeniero 
Jefe de Patrimonio Natural de la Dirección 
Provincial de Loja del Ministerio del Ambiente 
y Punto Focal Técnico de la Convención 
Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores 

 
EQUATORIAL GUINEA 
 

Sr. Antonio Micha Ondo 
Punto Focal Nacional 
Ambientologo 
Dirección General de Medio Ambiente 
Ministerio de Pesca y Medio Ambiente 

 
Sr. Deogracias Ikaka Nzamio 
Direccion General de Medio Ambiente 
Ministerio de Pesca y Medio Ambiente 
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ERITREA 
 

Mr. Heruy Asghedom Woldemariam 
Director General  
Agricultural Promotion and Development 
Department 
Ministry of Agriculture 

 
Mr. Fkreyesus Ghilay Haile 
Coordinator of UNCCD Projects 
CST Correspondent 
Ministry of Agriculture 

 
ETHIOPIA 
 

Mr. Berhanu Ayalew Bezabeh 
UNCCD National Focal Point for Ethiopia 
Environmental Protection Authority 

 
Dr. Fasil Reda Tena 
Patoralist and Semi-pastoralist Regions 
Research Program Coordinator 
Environmental Protection Authority 

 
EUROPEAN COMMUNITY 
 

Mr. Stefan Sommer 
Research Officer  
Joint Research Center 
European Commission 

 
FIJI 
 

Mr. Osea Bolawaqatabu 
Director  
Department of Land Resources, Planning and 
Development 
Ministry of Agriculture, Sugar and Land 
Resettlement 

 
Ms. Maria Elder 
Senior Research Officer 
Ministry of Primary Industry 

 
FINLAND 
 

Dr. Vesa Johannes Kaarakka 
Forestry Adviser 
Department for Development Policy 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs 

 

FRANCE 
 

M. Marc Fagot 
Chef 
Bureau de Biodiversité et milieux 
Ministère de l'Ecologie, de l'Energie du 
développement durable, et de l'Aménagement 
du Territoires 

 
Mme Sarah Fayolle 
Redactrice sur Lutte Contre la Désertification 
Ministère des Affaires Etrangères 

 
M. Richard Escadafal 
Membre du CST 
Directeur de Recherche 
Centre d'Etudes Spatiale de la Biosphère 
Institut de recherche pour le Développement 

 
M. Antoine Cornet 
Membre du Comité Scientifique Français de la 
Désertification 
Institut de recherche pour le Développement 

 
M. Patrice Burger 
Directeur  
Représentant du Groupe de Travail 
Désertification (GTD) 
Centre d'Action et de Réalisations 
Internationales 

 
GABON 
 

M. Martial Agondogo 
Point Focal National 
Ministère des Eaux et Forêts 

 
GEORGIA 
 

Ms. Nino Chikovani 
Chief Specialist, 
Department of Environmental Policy and 
International Relations 
Ministry of Environment Protection and 
Natural Resources 

 
Dr. Nana Bolashvili 
Senior Scientist 
Director of the Institute of Geography 
Ministry of Environment Protection and 
Natural Resources 
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GERMANY 
 

Mr. Philipp Buss 
CCD Project Coordinator 
German Agency for Technical Cooperation 

 
Mr. Timothy Johnston 
CCD Project 
German Development Institute 

 
Ms. Barbara Kunz 
Consultant 
German Agency for Technical Cooperation 

 
Dr. Steffen Bauer 
Advisor 
German Development Institute 

 
Ms. Isabel Bodemeyer 
Consultant 
German Agency for Technical Cooperation 

 
Ms. Mariam Akhtar-Schuster 
Chair 
DesertNet 

 
GRENADA 
 

Mr. Augustus Ronald Thomas 
Senior Forestry Officer 
Forestry and National Park's Department 
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, Lands and 
Fisheries 

 
GUATEMALA 
 

Sr. Jose Miguel Leiva Perez 
Viceministro de Recursos Naturales 
Ministerio de Ambiente y Recursos Naturales 

 
Sr. Luis Estuardo Rios 
Coordinador de la Unidad de Lucha contra la 
Desertificación y Sequía 
Ministerio de Ambiente y Recursos Naturales 

 
GUINEA-BISSAU 
 

M. Kaoussou Diombera 
Conseiller du Ministre 
Point Focal de l'UNCCD 
Ministère de l'Agriculture et du développement 
rural 

 

GUYANA 
 

Mr. Doorga Persaud 
Commissioner 
Guyana Lands and Surveys Commission 

 
HAITI 
 

Ing. Landry Cheron 
Directeur Technique de l' Autorite Designee d' 
Haiti 
Ministère de l'Environnement 

 
HONDURAS 
 

Sr. Luis Eduardo Espinoza Mejia 
Punto Focal de la Convencion 
Encargado Direccion General de Recursos 
Hidricos de la SERNA 
Secretaría de Estado en los Despachos de 
Recursos Naturales y Ambiente 

 
Ing. Tania Maria Pena 
Corresponsal Cientifico ante el Comite de 
Ciencia y Technologia de la UNCCD 
Secretaría de Estado en los Despachos de 
Recursos Naturales y Ambiente 

 
HUNGARY 
 

Mr. Jozsef Gayer 
Head of Delegation 
Senior Advisor 
Ministry of Rural Development 

 
Mr. Laszlo Vermes 
Professor Emeritus 
Ministry of Rural Development 

 
Mr. Peter Molnar 
Advisor 
Ministry of Rural Development 

 
Dr. Bernadett Nagy 
Counsellor 
Ministry of Rural Development 

 
Ms. Gwenda Zuurbier 
Adviser 
Ministry of Rural Development 
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INDIA 
 

Mr. Vivek Saxena 
Director and Science & Technology 
Correspondent 
Ministry of Environment and Forests 

 
Dr. Das Swayamprabha 
Coordinator-SLEM Programme 
Ministry of Environment and Forests 

 
IRAN (ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF) 
 

Mr. Naser Moghaddasi 
National Focal Point 
Deputy Head 
Forest, Range and Watershed Management 
Organization 

 
Dr. Hassan Ahmadi 
Professor  
CST Expert Group Member 
Karaj Natural Resources Faculty 

 
ISRAEL 
 

Prof. Pedro Berliner 
Jacob Blaustein Institute for Desert Research 
Ben Gurion University of the Negev 

 
ITALY 
 

Mr. Maurizio Sciortino 
Science and Technology Correspondent 
Sustainable Economic Development 
National Agency for New Technologies, 
Energy and Sustainable Economic 
Development (ENEA) 

 
JAMAICA 
 

Mr. Philbert Brown 
Senior Director 
Department of Local Government 
Office of the Prime Minister 

 
JAPAN 
 

Mr. Takeharu Takayanagi 
Deputy Director for Forest and Desertification 
Global Environmental Division 
Ministry of Environment 

 

Prof. Atsushi Tsunekawa 
Director of Arid Land Research Center 
Tottori University 

 
JORDAN 
 

Mr. Hussein Shahin 
Director 
Nature Protection Directorate 
Ministry of Environment 

 
KAZAKHSTAN 
 

Mr. Bolat Bekniyaz 
National Focal Point 
Ministry of Environmental Protection 

 
Mrs. Farida Akiyanova 
Deputy of the General Director of JSC 
Institute of Geography, Science and 
Technology 

 
KENYA 
 

Dr. Kennedy Inyega Ondimu 
Director, Environmental Planning and Research 
Coordination 
National Environment Management Authority 
Ministry of Environment, Natural Resources 
and Wildlife 

 
Mr. Francis Inganga Akungwi 
Chief Environment Research Officer 
National Environment Management Authority 
Ministry of Environment, Natural Resources 
and Wildlife 

 
KIRIBATI 
 

Mr. Moote Korina Anata 
Land Valuer 
Land Management Division 
Ministry of Environment, Lands and 
Agriculture Development 

 
KUWAIT 
 

Ms. Farah Ebraheem 
Director of Coastal Monitoring and 
Desertification 
Environment Public Authority 

 



10 

KYRGYZSTAN 
 

Mr. Kulov Kubanychbek 
National Focal Point 
Director 
Kyrgyz Scientific Research on Irrigation 
Institute 

 
Ms. Mityakova Natalia 
Senior Staff Scientist 
Kyrgyz Scientific Research on Irrigation 
Institute 

 
LAO PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 
 

Mr. Sengtaheuanghoung Oroth 
Deputy Director of Agricultural Land Use 
Research Center 
Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry 

 
LEBANON 
 

Mr. Hussein Dib Nasrallah 
Director of Studies and Coordination and 
Convention Liason Officer 
Ministry of Agriculture 

 
LESOTHO 
 

Ms. Mahlompho Mota 
Principal Secretary 
Ministry of Forestry and Land Reclamation 

 
Mr. Seetla Mabaso 
Director 
Soil and Water Conservation 
Ministry of Forestry and Land Reclamation 

 
Mr. Malefetsane Joachim Nthimo 
District Coordinator 
Ministry of Forestry and Land Reclamation 

 
Ms. Nthatuoa Rantoa 
SSCO 
Ministry of Forestry and Land Reclamation 

 
LIBERIA 
 

Mr. Varney Conneh 
Coordinator, Environmental Impact Assessment 
Environmental Protection Agency 

 

LIBYAN ARAB JAMAHIRIYA 
 

Ing. AL Taher Abobakr El Hsoumi 
National Focal Point 
General Secretary 
National Committee to Combat Desertification 

 
Dr. Bashir Ahmad Nwer 
Chairman 
National Committee to Combat Desertification 

 
Mr. Abdalla Betelmal 
National Committee to Combat Desertification 

 
MADAGASCAR 
 

M. Henri Jeferson Andrianiana Rajaonimaria 
Correspondant National du CST 
Ministère de l'Environnement et des Forêts 

 
Mme Herivololona Ralalarimanana 
Point Focal National 
Ministère de l'Environnement et des Forêts 

 
MALAWI 
 

Dr. Clemant Zephnat Chilima 
Head Of Delegation 
Department of Forestry 

 
Ms. Nyuma Mercy Mughogho 
National Focal Point 
Department of Forestry 

 
MALI 
 

M. Mamadou Gakou 
Directeur Général de l'Environnement et du 
Développement Durable 
Ministère de l'Environnement et de 
l'Assainissement 

 
M. Abdoul Yehiya Maiga 
Directeur de Recherche 
Correspondant du Comité de la Science et de la 
Technologie 
Ministère de l'Agriculture 

 
M. Alamir Sinna Toure 
Point Focal du Fonds pour l'Environnement 
Mondial 
Ministère de l'Environnement et de 
l'Assainissement 
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MARSHALL ISLANDS 
 

Mr. Ned Lobwij 
Sustainable Land Management 
Project Assistant Coordinator 
Office of the Environmental Policy and 
Planning Coordination 

 
MAURITANIA 
 

M. Ahmed Ould Abdel Vetah 
Directeur de la Protection de la Nature 
Ministère de l'Environnement et du 
Developpement Durable 

 
M. Mohamed Yahya Ould Lafdal 
Directeur de la Programmation, de la 
Coordination Intersectorielle et de la 
Coopération 
Ministère Délégué auprès du Premier Ministre 
chargé de l'Environnement et du 
Développement durable 

 
MEXICO 
 

Ing. Jose Armando Alanis de la Rosa 
Director 
Dirección de Cooperación 
Unidad de Asuntos Internacionales y Fomento 
Financiero 
Comisión Nacional Forestal 

 
Ing. Jorge Luis García Rodríguez 
Subgerente de Monitoreo de Suelos y 
Desertificación 
Comisión Nacional Forestal 

 
Sr. Jesus David Gomez Diaz 
Corresponsal Cientifico de Mexico 
Departamento de Suelos 
Universidad Autonoma Chapingo 

 
MICRONESIA (FEDERATED STATES OF) 
 

Ms. Cynthia Ehmes 
Program Manager 
Environment and Sustainable Development 
Division 
Office of Environment and Emergency 
Management 
Department of Foreign Affairs 

 

MONGOLIA 
 

Mr. Bayarbat Dashzeveg 
Secretary 
National Committee on Desertification 
Ministry of Nature, Environment and Tourism 

 
Mr. Banzragch Tsesed 
Director General 
Sustainable Development and Strategic 
Planning Department 
Ministry of Nature, Environment and Tourism 

 
MONTENEGRO 
 

Ms. Milena Kapa 
Focal Point 
Ministry of Sustainable Development and 
Tourism 

 
MOZAMBIQUE 
 

Mr. Custódio da Conceição Mário 
UNCCD Acting Focal Point 
Ministry for Coordination of Environmental 
Affairs 

 
MYANMAR 
 

Mr. Tin Tun 
Deputy Director General and Focal Point 
Ministry of Forestry 

 
NEPAL 
 

Mr. Arjun Kumar Thapa 
Under Secretary 
Soil Conservation Officer 
Ministry of Environment 

 
NIGER 
 

Mme Zalia Yacouba Boubacar 
Conseillère chargée de la lutte contre la 
désertification 
Conseil National de l'Environnement pour un 
Développement Durable 

 
Dr. Moussa Hassane 
Chercheur Senior 
Contributeur Scientifique 
Institut National de Recherche Agronomique du 
Niger 
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NIGERIA 
 

Prof. Emmanuel Olukayode Oladipo 
Scientific Correspondent 
Federal Ministry of Environment 

 
NIUE 
 

Mr. Poimatagi Okesene 
Science and Technology Correspondent 
Deputy Director 
Department of Agriculture, Forest and Fisheries 

 
PAKISTAN 
 

Dr. Amjad Tahir Virk 
National Project Coordinator 
Ministry of Environment 

 
Mr. Syed Muhammad Nouman Shah Bukhari 
Deputy Secretary 
Ministry of Environment 

 
PALAU 
 

Mr. Sebastian Marino 
National Planner 
Office of Environmental Response and 
Coordination 

 
PANAMA 
 

Ing. Israel Torres 
Punto Focal Nacional 
Unidad de Cambio Climático y Desertificación 
Autoridad Nacional del Ambiente 

 
Lic. Yahaira Cardenas 
Funcionaria 
Unidad de Cambio Climatico y Desertificacion 
Autoridad Nacional del Ambiente 

 
PERU 
 

Mr. Juan Jesus Torres Guevara 
Director 
Centro de Investigaciones de Zonas Aridas 
Universidad Nacional Agraria La Molina 

 

PHILIPPINES 
 

Dr. Silvino Q. Tejada 
Executive Director 
Bureau of Soils and Water Management 

 
Engr. Samuel M. Contreras 
Science and Technology Correspondent 
Chief of Soil Conservation Division 
Bureau of Soils and Water Management 

 
PORTUGAL 
 

Dr. Lúcio Pires do Rosário 
National Forest Authority 
Ministry for Agriculture, Rural Development 
and Fisheries 

 
Sr. Maria Jose Leitao Barroso Roxo 
Member of the National Coordination 
Commission to Combat Desertification 
Ministry for Agriculture, Rural Development 
and Fisheries 

 
REPUBLIC OF KOREA 
 

Mr. Jong Hwan Lim 
Director 
International Cooperation Division 
Korea Forest Service 

 
Dr. Ho Joong Youn 
Researcher 
Division of Forest Disaster Management 
Korea Forest Service 

 
Mr. Young Hwan Kim 
Researcher 
Division of Carbon Management 
Korea Forest Research Institute 

 
Mr. Utchang Kang 
Researcher 
Division of Specimen and Genetic Resources 
Korea Forest Service 

 
Ms. Soun Yang 
English Editor 
Korea Forest Service 
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REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA 
 

Mr. Ilie Boian 
First Deputy Director 
State Hydrometeorological Service 
Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources 

 
RWANDA 
 

Mr. Dismas Bakundukize 
Point Focal National 
Directeur des Programmes des Forêts 
Office Rwandais de Gestion et Promotion des 
Forêts 

 
Mr. Amini Mutaganda 
Correspondant pour la science et la technologie 
Chef de Programme 
Centrale des Graines Forestières et 
Aménagements des Forêts 

 
SAINT KITTS AND NEVIS 
 

Mr. Randolph Edmead 
Director 
Department of Physical Planning and 
Environment 
Ministry of Sustainable Development 

 
SAINT LUCIA 
 

Mr. John David Lewis 
Forest Officer 
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries 

 
SAINT VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES 
 

Ms. Yasa Belmar 
Resource Analyst 
Environmental Management Department 
Ministry of Health and the Environment 

 
SAMOA 
 

Mr. Hele Matatia 
Principal Foreign Service Officer 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs and Trade 

 

SAO TOME AND PRINCIPE 
 

M. Heliodoro Pires Quaresma 
Ingénieur Cartographe 
Direction des Services Geografiques et 
Cadastraux 
Ministère de l'Infrastructure et Ouvre publique 

 
M. José de Deus Lima de Menezes 
Correspondant national pour la Science et la 
Technologie 
Direction de l'Aménagement du Territoire et de 
l'Environnement 

 
SAUDI ARABIA 
 

Dr. Bandar bin Mohammed Al Otaibi 
Ministry of Agriculture 

 
SENEGAL 
 

M. Daniel Andre 
Chef de la Division Suivi Evaluation, 
Formation, Sensibilisation a la DEFC 
Ministère de l'Environnement et de la 
Protection de la Nature 

 
M. Dethie Soumare N'diaye 
National Coordinator of the LADA 
Centre de Suivi Ecologique 

 
SERBIA 
 

Ms. Snezana Kuzmanovic 
Senior Advisor 
UNCCD Focal Point 
Chief of Soil Unit 
Department for Environment Pollution 
Protection 

 
SEYCHELLES 
 

Ms. Alice Mascarenhas 
Project Officer 
International Conventions and Affairs Unit 
Department of Environment, Home Affairs, 
Transport and Energy 
Ministry of Environment, Natural Resources 
and Transport 
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Ms. Linetta Joubert 
Director on Agricultural Lands Management 
Department of Natural Resources 
Ministry of Environment, Natural Resources 
and Transport 

 
SIERRA LEONE 
 

Mr. Ahmed Khanou 
Deputy Minister 
Ministry of Lands, Country Planning and the 
Environment 

 
SOUTH AFRICA 
 

Prof. Klaus. Kellner 
Science and Technology Correspondent 
School of Environmental Sciences and 
Development 
North West University 

 
Ms. Lydia Bosoga 
Deputy Director 
Sustainable Land Management 
Ministry of Environmental Affairs 

 
SPAIN 
 

Sr. Leopoldo Rojo Serrano 
Jefe de Servicio de Formación y 
Documentación 
Dirección General de Medio Natural y Politica 
Forestal 
Ministerio de Medio Ambiente, Medio Rural y 
Marino 

 
Sra. Araceli Martìnez Ruiz 
Oficina Técnica del Programa de Acción 
Nacional 
Tecnologías y Recursos Agrarios 
Ministerio de Medio Ambiente, Medio Rural y 
Marino 

 
Sra. Beatriz Bueno González 
Oficina Técnica del Programa de Acción 
Nacional 
Tecnologias y Recursos Agrarias SA 
Ministerio de Medio Ambiente, Medio Rural y 
Marino 

 

SRI LANKA 
 

Ms. Nilmini Deepthika Wickramarachchi 
Assistant Director for Natural Resources 
Ministry of Environment and Natural 
Resources 

 
Ms. Athauda Arachchige Rupika Sandya 
Kanthi Bakmeedeniya 
Environment Management Officer 
Natural Resources Management Division 
Ministry of Environment and Natural 
Resources 

 
SURINAME 
 

Ms. Nataly Plet 
Environmental Policy Officer 
Ministry of Labour, Technological 
Development and Environment 

 
SWITZERLAND 
 

Dr. Markus Giger 
Expert  
Membre du CST 
Direction du Développement et de la 
Coopération 

 
Dr. Hans-Peter Liniger 
Direction du Développement et de la 
Coopération 

 
SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC 
 

Mr. Imad Al Maree 
Directorate of Land Safety 
Ministry of Environment 

 
THAILAND 
 

Mr. Worapong Waramit 
Senior Policy and Plan Analyst 
Land Development Department 
Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives 
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THE FORMER YUGOSLAV REPUBLIC OF 
MACEDONIA 
 

Ms. Vesna Indova 
National Focal Point 
Head of Unit o 
Instrument for Pre-Accession Assitance 
Ministry of Environment and Physical Training 

 
Ms. Margareta Cvetkovska 
Deputy National Focal Point Advisor 
Ministry of Environment and Physical Training 

 
TOGO 
 

M. Boundjouw Sama 
Point focal national 
Directeur des Eaux et Forêts 
Ministère de l'Environnement et des Ressources 
Forestières 

 
M. Komlan Batawila 
Maître de Conférences Laboratoire de 
Botanique et Ecologie Végétale 
Ministère de l'Environnement et des Ressources 
Forestières 

 
TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 
 

Mr. Julius Smith 
Environmental Biologist 
Environmental Policy and Planning Division 
Ministry of Housing and the Environment 

 
Ms. Candace Amoroso 
Environmental Policy Analyst 
Environmental Policy and Planning Division 
Ministry of Housing and the Environment 

 
TUNISIA 
 

M. Hamda Aloui 
Chef de Service 
Direction Générale de l'Environnement et de la 
Qualité de la Vie 
Ministère de l'Environnement et du 
Développement Durable 

 
TURKEY 
 

Mr. Ibrahim Biroglu 
Section Manager 
General Directorate of State Hydraulic Works 

Mr. Erol Buyukkiraz 
Agricultural Engineer 
General Directorate of State Hydraulic Works 

 
TUVALU 
 

Mr. Mataio Tekinene 
Director 
Department of Environment 

 
UGANDA 
 

Mr. Stephen Muwaya 
Senior Range Ecologist 
Ministry of Agriculture, Animal Industry and 
Fisheries 

 
Dr. Matthias Magunda 
Senior Principal Research Officer 
Kawanda Agricultural Research Institute 
National Agricultural Research Institution 

 
UKRAINE 
 

Dr. Yuriy Kolmaz 
Head 
Land Resources Division 
Directorate of Biotic Resources and EcoNet 
Ministry of Environmental Protection 

 
Ms. Olena Rakoid 
National Science and Technology 
Correspondent 
Institute of Agroecology 

 
UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 
 

Dr. Ahmed Murad 
Assistant Professor 
United Arab Emirates University 

 
UNITED REPUBLIC OF TANZANIA 
 

Mr. George Revocatus Kafumu 
National Focal Point 
Principal Environmental Officer 
Division of Environment 
Vice-President's Office 

 
Mr. Joseph Kihaule 
Agricultural Officer 
Division of Environment 
Vice-President's Office 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 

Ms. Christine L. Dawson 
Biodiversity Division Chief 
Office of Ecology and Terrestrial Conservation 
Bureau of Oceans, Environment and Science 
Department of State 

 
Dr. Jeff Herrick 
Research Soil Scientist 
Agriculture Research Service 
Department of Agriculture 

 
Dr. Mary Rowen 
Senior Biodiversity Policy Advisor 
United States Agency for International 
Development 

 
Mr. Mike McGahuey 
Natural Resources Policy Adviser 
Office of Natural Resources Management 
Bureau of Economic Growth, Agriculture and 
Trade 
United States Agency for International 
Development 

 
URUGUAY 
 

Sra. Giselle Beja Valent 
Directora de la Asesoria de Asuntos 
Internacionales 
Dirección Nacional de Medio Ambiente 
Asesoría de Asuntos Internacionales 
Ministerio de Vivienda, Ordenamiento 
Territorial y Medio Ambiente 

 
UZBEKISTAN 
 

Dr. Raisa Taryannikova 
Leading Scientific Specialist 
Head of the Central Asian Countries Initiative 
for Land Management Secretariat 
Cabinet of Ministers (Uzhydromet) 

 
VENEZUELA (BOLIVARIAN REPUBLIC OF) 
 

Ing. Saida Rivero Sánchez 
Directora de Suelos adscrita 
Dirección General de Cuencas Hidrográficas 
Ministerio del Ambiente y de los Recursos 
Naturales Renovables 

 

VIET NAM 
 

Ms. Pham Minh Thoa 
Director  
Department of Science and Technology and 
International Cooperation 
Viet Nam Administration of Forestry 
Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development 

 
Dr. Pham Manh Cuong 
Science and Technology Correspondent 
Deputy Director 
UNCCD National Office 
Viet Nam Administration of Forestry 
Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development 

 
Ms. Nguyen Thi Tuyet Hoa 
Deputy Director General 
International Cooperation Department 
Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development 

 
YEMEN 
 

Mr. Allaadeen Mohammed Al Sharjabi 
National Focal Point 
Head of Delegation 
Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation 

 
Mr. Ali Mohammed Al-Adhameri 
National Coordinator of the Commission of 
Science and Technology 
Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation 

 
ZAMBIA 
 

Mr. Godwin Fishani Gondwe 
Chief Environmental Management Officer 
Department of Environment and Natural 
Resources 
Ministry of Tourism, Environment and Natural 
Resources 

 
Ms. Atridah Mulonga 
Programme Officer - Grants 
National Science and Technology Council 
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OBSERVERS  
 
HOLY SEE 
 

Msgr. Tuomo T. Vimpari 
Secretary of Nunciature 
Apostolic Nunciature 

 
Dr. Heike Rumbach-Thome 
Experte 
Nonciature Apostolique 

 
PALESTINE 
 

Mr. Issa Musa Albaradeiya 
National Focal Point 
General Director of Natural Resources 
Ministry of Environmental Affairs 

 



18 

UNITED NATIONS SECRETARIAT OFFICES, SPECIALIZED AGENCIES AND RELATED 
ORGANIZATION 

 
FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 
ORGANIZATION OF THE UNITED 
NATIONS 
 

Ms. Nora Berrahmouni 
Forest Assessment, Management and 
Conservation Division 

 
Ms. Sally Bunning 
Land Management Officer 

 
Mr. Riccardo Biancalani 

 
SECRETARIAT OF THE UNITED NATIONS 
FRAMEWORK CONVENTION ON 
CLIMATE CHANGE 
 

Ms. Rocio Lichte 
Programme Officer 
Adaptation, Technology and Science 
Programme 

 
UNITED NATIONS COMMON 
INFORMATION SPACE 
 

H.E. Mr. Harald Ganns 
Ambassador 

 
UNITED NATIONS ENVIRONMENT 
PROGRAMME 
 

Dr. Stephen Twomlow 
Biodiversity/Land Degradation 

 
Mr. Luca Perez 
Global Coordinator PRAIS project 

World Conservation Monitoring Centre 
 

Ms. Jessica Smith Jones 
Senior Programme Officer - Land and 
Livelihoods 
World Conservation Monitoring Centre 

 
Ms. Anna Chenery 
Assistant Programme Officer 
World Conservation Monitoring Centre 

 
UNITED NATIONS FORUM ON FORESTS 
 

Ms. Barbara Tavora-Jainchill 
Forest Affairs Officer 

 
UNITED NATIONS UNIVERSITY 
 

Dr. Richard Thomas 
Assistant Director for Drylands 
International Network on Water, 
Environment and Health 

 
WORLD BANK 
 

Mr. Madjiguene Seck 
Communications Associate 

 
WORLD INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY 
ORGANIZATION 
 

Mr. Victor Owade 
Consultant 
Department of External Relations 
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INTERGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS 
 

AFRICAN UNION 
 

Ms. Rudo Makunike 
Research and Development Officer 
Sustainable Land Management 
New Partnership for Africa's Development 

 
ARAB CENTER FOR THE STUDIES OF 
ARID ZONES AND DRY LANDS 
 

Dr. Ali Zidan 
Director of Sustainable Land and Water 
Use 

 
Ms. Noura Al Imam 
Focal Point of the UNCCD in Southwest 
Asia 

 
COMITÉ PERMANENT INTER-ÉTATS DE 
LUTTE CONTRE LA SÉCHERESSE DANS 
LE SAHEL 
 

Mme Edwige Botoni 
Expert  
Gestion de Ressources Naturelles 

 
COMMISSION DES FORÊTS D'AFRIQUE 
CENTRALE 
 

M. Chouaibou Nchoutpouen 
Chargé de biodiversité et désertification 

 
COMMUNAUTÉ ECONOMIQUE DES ETATS 
DE L'AFRIQUE CENTRALE 
 

M. Remy Mukongo Shabantu 
Expert en Economie Forestiere et Gestion 
Durable des Forets 
Point Focal du Mecanisme Mondial 

 
ECONOMIC COMMUNITY OF WEST 
AFRICAN STATES 
 

Mr. Bertrand Zida 
Expert on Environment 

 
GLOBAL ENVIRONMENT FACILITY 
 

Mr. Mohamed Imam Bakarr 
Senior environmental Specialist. 
Sustainable Land Management 

 

GROUP ON EARTH OBSERVATIONS 
 

Mr. Michael Williams 
External Affairs Manager 

 
Mr. Joao Vianei Soares 
 

IUCN - THE WORLD CONSERVATION 
UNION 
 

Mr. Gonzalo Oviedo 
Senior Adviser, Social Policy 

 
Ms. Lara Fleischer 
Social Policy Unit 

 
Mr. Pablo Manzano Baena 
Global Coordinator 
World Initiative for Sustainable Pastoralism 
Wasaa Conservation Centre 

 
LEAGUE OF ARAB STATES 
 

Ms. Nermin Wafa 
Head of Productive Sectors Division 
Economic Affairs 

 
OBSERVATOIRE DU SAHARA ET DU 
SAHEL 
 

M. Nabil Ben Khatra 
Coordinateur du Programme 
Environnement 

 
Mr. Aboubacar Issa 
Coordinateur du programme CCD-Gestion 
des ressources naturelles (GRN) 
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NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS 
 
ARGENTINA 
 

Grupo Ambiental para el Desarrollo 
Ms. Maria Soledad Avila 

 
Mr. Silvio Matias Ramirez 

 
BRAZIL 
 

Centro de Assessoria e Apoio aos 
Trabalhadores e Instituições não 
Governamentais Alternativas 

Sr. Paulo Pedro de Carvalho 
 

BURKINA FASO 
 

Association Prudence au Sahel 
Mr. Moussa Ouedraogo 

 
CONGO 
 

Association pour l'environnement et le 
développement durable 

Mr. Benoît Moundaga 
 

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO 
 

Forum international pour l'exploitation 
forestière 

Mr. Ernest Manganda Iloweka 
President 
Forum for International Pour 
L'Exploitation Forestiere (FIEF) 

 
EGYPT 
 

Afro-Asian Peoples' Solidarity 
Organization 

Ms. Alia Al-Hamdani 
 

GERMANY 
 

Desert*Net International - Network for 
International Research on Desertification 

Ms. Chiara Zanolla 
Centro Interdipartimentale di Ateneo 
NRD-UNISS 
Università degli Studi di Sassari 

 

GUINEA 
 

Association Guinéenne pour la Promotion 
des Energies Renouvelables 

Ms. Aissatou Billy Sow 
President 

 
INDIA 
 

Gramin Vikas Trust 
Mr. Subrata Battacharyya 

 
IRAN (ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF) 
 

Centre for Sustainable Development 
Studies and Application 

Ms. Khadija Catherine Razavi 
Executive Director 

 
KYRGYZSTAN 
 

Social Fund "Socium" of Support and 
Realization Youth's Initiatives 

Ms. Nurgul Nuralieva 
 

MAURITIUS 
 

Environmental Protection & Conservation 
Organization 

Mr. Daksh Beeharry Panray 
 

MOZAMBIQUE 
 

Aro Juvenil 
Mr Policarpo Filomeno Tamele 

 
NEPAL 
 

Rural Area Development Programme 
Mr. Rajendra Bahadur Adhikari 
Chairman 

 
NIGER 
 

Jeunesse - Environnement - Democratie - 
Developpement 

M. Halilou Moussa 
Coordinateur - Comité National de 
Coordination des ONG AD sur la 
Désertification 
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PERU 
 

Proterra 
Sra. Evelyn Chaves Jaen 
Coordinadora Area Manejo 
Comunitorio de Bosques 

 
REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA 
 

Nongovernmental Organization BIOS 
Mr. Valentin Ciubotaru 

 

SUDAN 
 

Sudanese Association for Combating 
Desertification 

Mr. Salaheldin Ali Aboud 
 

TAJIKISTAN 
 

Man and Nature 
Prof. Hukmatullo Ahmadov 
Director 

 
TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 
 

Caribbean Network for Intergrated Rural 
Development 

Mr. Calvin James 
 

    


