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tanksfor Greek Cypriot National Guards

POLITIS (8 August 2007) reports under the front-page headline, “41 New Tanks for Greek
Cypriot National Guard [GCNG] — Bids are being assessed for AMX30 or T 80 tanks — Russia-
France after 40 million”. The paper wrote that Greek Cypriot National Guard is to be strengthened
soon with 41 new tanks and bids for these tanks by Russian, French and Ukrainian companies are
under consideration.
The paper featured the story extensively with pictures and wrote that the process for the
purchase of new tanks had started ten months ago and it is at the stage of completion. It added that
Russian “Rosobonexport” company and a Ukrainian company bid for T 80 tanks and the French
“GIAT” company bid for the AMX30 B2 tanks.
The paper reported that at the initial stage the German “Krauss-Maffei Wegman (KMW)”
company also showed some interest for the “Leopard” tanks but did not file a bid. As a result of this,
the paper commented that arms purchase by South Cyprus will develop along the Russian-French
axis.
According to the story; a source from the Greek Cypriot Defense Ministry stated that it will be
easy to make a decision, because there are already T 80 tanks (they were purchased in 1996 as part of
the joint “military” doctrine) and AMX30 B2 tanks (purchased in 1980) in the GCNG inventory.
The story stressed that thermal cameras have been installed by the French “THALES”
company to the AMX30 B2 tanks which are in the GCNG inventory. The paper wrote that even
though there are thermal cameras in the T80K tanks, the T 80U type tanks do not have such cameras.
The cost of the purchase of the concerned tanks are estimated to be 40 million CYP and as
soon as the decision is taken as to which tanks will be purchased; the Greek Cypriot Defense Ministry
will take the issue, during the Greek Cypriot Parliament’s new legislation period, to the relevant
committee.
Based on the information it collected, the paper commented that the Greek Cypriot
government wishes to realize the purchase of the concerned arms as soon as possible; because there is
a possibility that in the wake of the coming Greek Cypriot presidential election, the current
government might be accused for doing nothing to strengthen the GCNG.
The paper also wrote that in view of the cancellation of the purchase of artillery for GCNG and
the fact that MI 35 helicopters completed their flight periods; the Greek Cypriot Parliament’s Defense
Committee approved 10 million CYP for the maintenance of these helicopters two weeks ago.
The paper also wrote that the tender for the purchase of 330 vehicles of different types (mostly
trucks) is pending and the said tender was suspended in 2005 for the second time on the grounds of
corruption.
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Cyprusis“looking to buy new tanks’

Russia, France and Ukrainein therunning

Cyprus Mail (9 August 2007)

Officials were quiet yesterday on reports that the Defence Ministry was planning to purchase
41 new tanks for £40 million.

Politis reported that the tenders’ board was evaluating offers by French, Russian and Ukrainian
companies for the tanks. It said the applications were at an advanced stage having begun 10 months
ago.

The Russian company Rosobonexport was named for the supply of T80 tanks. The others were
said to be the French firm GIAT to supply AMH30 V2 tanks and an unnamed Ukranian company that
would also supply T80s.

Politis said that for the first time, a German company, Krauss-Maffei Wegmann (KMW), had
also expressed an interest in supplying Leopard tanks following the lifting of the German embargo on
arms sales to Cyprus last December due to Cyprus’ EU membership. However, an application was not
submitted in the end.

Sources in the Defence Ministry told the paper that all the possibilities would be taken into
consideration when it came to choosing the tanks, such as suitability and technical back-up and
support.

Because the issue should go to Parliament, Politis said it contacted members of the House
Defence Committee who said they had not been briefed that the National Guard was seeking new
tanks, other than a reference in the budgets last December.

Neither Defence Minster Chrisodoulos Pashiardis nor Government Spokesman Vassilis Palmas
could be reached for comment on the report yesterday.
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