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The meeting was called to order at 3:10 p.m. 5.  The Statute, adopted in July 1998, took into account
the evolution of international law. It was noteworthy that
the Statute granted to the Court complementaryjurisdiction

Agenda item 154: United Nations Decade of over genocide, crimes against humanity and war crimes.
International Law (continued It was important to her country that the Rome Conference

(a) United Nations Decade of International Law had agreed to review the inclusion of drug crimes and acts
(continued (A/54/362) of terrorism as crimes under the jurisdiction of the Court

at the review conference to be held seven years after the

(b) Outcome of the action dedicated to the 1999 establishment of the Court.

centennial of the first International Peace

Conference(continued (A/54/98 and A/54/381) 6.  The law of the sea was yet another area of in which
international law was being developed. While the United

L.~ Ms. Young (Jamaica) said that for more than thre?’_\Iations Convention on the Law of the Sea hastpded

Qecades_;, her Gover_nment had parﬂ_mpate_:d aCt'V.ely tHe Decade, the Convention embodied the evolutionary
international andreglonalforumsrelatmgtomternatlon%l

law and had provided expertise in the negotiation Otoncept of the common heritage of mankind.

universally @cepted traties, including the United Nations 7. Developments during the Decade had included the
Convention on the Law of the Sea. entry into force of the Agreement relating to the

Implementation of Part XI of the Convention, the

2. The report of the Secretary-General on the Unite ; . :
. ) . tablishment of the International Seabed Authority at
Nations Decade of Inteational Law (A/54/362) contained Kingston, the approval by the Authority of the plans of

information on the more than 70 conventions that had be rk for exploration of seven registered pioneer investors,

concluded during the Decade. They covered a wide ranl%ee elaboration and firstreading of the draft dagjons for

Ofroltsescl:'?)sr; t'rr:glugmlge ergr:gdljr:{n trna_gg,s :ﬁ:{gggﬁ;‘;aospecting and exploration for polymetallic nodules, and
P lon, priviieg ! uniti ! ! e signing of the initial headquarters agreement between

organizations, shipping and disarmament. her Government and the Authority.
3. Her Government, which attached great importange
to current developments in the field of internationq'
environmental law, was a party to some of the moﬂ
recently elaborated conventions, including the Kyot\?ri
Protocol to the 1992 United Nations Framewor
Convention on Climate Change and the Convention
Biological Diversity. The latter convention was a prime
example of the impact of international environmental la®.  Significant strides had been made in the codification
on other areas of international law. The evolutiona§f international law through regional agreements. The
concepts envisioned in the Biodiversity Convention, sudAter-American  Convention against the lllicit
as facilitating acess to genetic resources and protectifganufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms,
traditional and indigenous knowledge, were an indicatighmmunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials,
of the further changes that would occur in the field a@laborated under the auspices of the Organization of
States sought toreconcile the Biodiversity Convention afdnerican States (OAS), was an example of the progressive
the Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Righ@€velopment of international law in addressing the issue
Agreement concluded under the auspices of the Wordfismall arms.

Trade Organization. 10. Her delegation expressed appreciation to the

4. Progress had also been made in the area (étpvernments of the Netherlands and the Russian

international criminal law, notably with regard to mutuaFederation for organizing the 1999 centennial of the first

|ega| assistance and to the prevention of |||ega| aml,@ternational Peace Conference of 1899. The conferences
manufacturing and trafficking, illicit drug trafficking andheld in The Hague and St. Petersburg had broughttogether
terrorism. A significant development throughout thé&xperts for the purpose of giving extensive consideration

Decade, however, had been the elaboration of the Rofgequestions of disarmament, humanitarian law and the
Statute of the International Criminal Court. peaceful settlement of disputes.

Her delegation also noted the progress made by the
ternational Tribunal for the Law of the Sea, established
1996. The Tribunal had adopted the Rules of the
bunal, which included the rules of procedure, and had
et up several chambers, including the Seabed Disputes
amber.
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11. Pursuant to the mandate given by the Genema the Law of Treaties, and had been active in advocating
Assembly in its resolution 44/23, the Jamaican Ministrgcceptance of an intemtional criminal jurisdiction. Now

of Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade had organizethat the Statute of the International Criminal Court had
lectures on the relevance and importance of internatiortaden adopted, itwas importantto ensure thatthe Courtwas
law to her country, placing emphasis on maritimesstablished and fully functioning as soon as possible.
humanitarian, environmental and trade law. The Ministr.
had_ also endeav_oured to establish a comprehe_nswe treal¥e to a close it was satisfying to note that progress had
registryfor Jamaica. It was expected that the registrywo cé

. 7 . 2 "~ Pbeen made towards all thgettives spelled outin General
mcludethetextsoftherespecnveumplementmgIeg|slat|o',l\jsSembly resolution 44/23. The Secretary-General's

forthe treaties to which her Governmentwas a party. Thg, 91 report (A/54/362) detailed an impressive number
treaty registry would be placed on the Ministry's Web Sitg¢ o\ ents and publications at the national, regional and
inthe ne_ar_ future. The Ministry had a_lso published art'(:I_(?ﬁternational levels. The work of the Codification Division,
emphasizing the role of the International Court of Justighe |hiernational Trade Law Branch and the Division for
and the specialized international tribunals in the peace l:ean Affairs and the Law ofthe Sea of the Office of Legal
settlement of disputes. Affairs deserved special commendation.

12. Mr. Jacovides (Cyprus) said that his delegation, 5 The meetings held in The Hague and in St.

associated itself with the statement made in the previogg o sy in celebration of the centennial of the first
meeting by the representative of Finland on behalf of the . ational Peace Conference (A/54/381) had been a
European Union. fitting culmination of the United Nations Decade of
13. Cyprus, in its 40 years of turbulent existence as anternational Law, and Cyprus had been proud to be one
independent State, had been wholeheartedly dedicatedtohe “Friends of 1999”.

the concept of an international legal order, as a matter Cyprus had long been a supporter of the United

both principle and national self-interest. Had the relevaﬂﬁtions Programme dfssistance in the Teaching, Study,
rules of international law been applied, the Cyprus IorObIefﬂssemination and Wider Appreciation of International
would never have arisen; and if those rules were appliggw and had been a member of the Advisory Committee
now, the international aspects of that Iong-standin&] the Programme since 1965. The Programme had long

problem could be resolved quickly and fairly for allygen going valuable work and deserved full support and
concerned. Cyprus had accepted the compulsorW

ST ; _ ore adequate funding.

jurisdiction of the International Court of Justice and had )

repeatedly declared its willingness to have the CoutP- Itshouldnotbe forgotten thatinformal forums, such
adjudicate the legal aspects of the problem, in parallel 8 the meetings of legal advisers of foreign ministries and

other methods of dispute resolution, a position fullgf the States members of the Asian-African Legal
consonant with the views of the Court itself. Consultative Committee, which since 1990 had been held

. _ on the sidelines of the annual debate in the Sixth
4. Cyprus _had, moreover, consistently relied on Iegéommittee on the report of the International Law
means fof” dispute dsettl;zment. F_or heXSrﬂ_plz,Slt ha(Eiommission, provided the opportunity for practitioners
successiully resorted to the courts in the Unite tatesanocouldreallymakeadifferencein practical termstoget
recover the Kanakaria mosaics, in a precedettingecase to know each other and exchange views
for the protection of cultural propertylooted from occupied ) '
territory. More recently it had applied to the EuropeaR0- TheNon-Aligned Movementand the Commonwealth
Court of Justice on the phytosanitary certificates issue aptpo provided useful forums for promoting international

to the European Court of Human R|ghts in the T|t|n!ﬂW activities and aChieVing thejebtives of the Decade.
Loizidou case. Theveryideaofdeclaring the Decade of International Law

h h : i had been conceived in the context of the Conference of
15. Qver the years, Cyprus had made it a deliber reign Ministers of the Non-Aligned Countries held in

policy to participate in all the major lawmakingyjicogia in September 1988. In the new circumstances

conference_s held underthe auspices ofthe United Nat_iopésulting from the end of the cold war, increased activity
Ithad contributed to the development of compulsorythirdy e jnternational legal field within the framework of the

party dispute settlement procedures, notably at theinciples on which its existence was based could become
Conference on the Law of the Sea, and the adoption of t &ew focal point for the Movement. One appropriate

concept ofus cogensnotably in the Vienna Convention . aqion for such activity would be the commemorative

As the United Nations Decade of International Law
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session on the Decade due to take place in the plenahould be no double standards. The task of the Committee
Assembly in November. Similarly, the Commonwealthwas to do its utmost to see that international law was
representing nearly one third of the United Nationgaramount and, to the extent possible, to achieve a world
membership and sharing legal notions based on commairpeace with justice in the new millennium.

law, constituted one of_the wor_ld’s principal I_egal sys_tem§4_ Ms. Taddei (San Marino) said that too often
and could play an active role in developing internationgle national law was perceived as something that did not
law, as it had already done in the case of an mternatlor}E[J

iminaliurisdicti d inable devel ¢ ch the lives of ordinary people; yet individuals were
criminaljurisdiction and sustainable development of SMaj} . e 45ingly being given access tointernational procedures
island developing States.

to settle their disputes with States. The eleventh protocol
21. The substantial increase in the workload of th® the European Convention on Human Rights, for
International Court of Justice was both a welcomexample, allowed individuals recourse forlaitbon of their
development of the past decade and an argument &ovil rights.

providing more adequate financial resources. More wo Among the initiatives undertaken to celebrate the

needed to be done on expanding the compulsolse ofthe Decade, shewould like tomention in particular
jurisdiction of the Court, particularly with regard jics the meetings held in The Hague and St. Petersburg in
cogens celebration ofthe centennial of the first International Peace
22. Mechanisms for peaceful dispute settlement had be@anference; and the non-governmental Hague Appeal for
expanded with the creation of the International Tribun&eace Conference, which had addressed issues of great
for the Law of the Sea, the International Tribunals for theoncern, such as the International Criminal Court, the
former Yugoslavia and for Rwanda and most notably, iproblem of mercenaries, the legality of humanitarian
the establishment ofthe Internationailfiinal Court. Less intervention, and the creation of a culture of peace.

_not|_ced_ but also valuable_ were _the quaS|-jud|C|_a26_ Among the most significant initiatives taken during
institutions such as the United Nations Compensatigp, Decade to promote knowledge of inttional law were
Commission, the claims resolution tribunal for dorma%eeﬁorts ofthe United Nations Programmassistance
Swiss accounts, the World Bank International Centre f‘i’ﬁ the Teaching, Study, Dissemination and Wider

Settlement of Investment Disputes, and the Va”ﬁ%ppreciation of International Law; the seminars on
!nternat!onal court_s of arblt_ratlon. Inaddition, t_?nternational law organized by the University of Helsinki
International supervisory machinery had been substantially y yhe Erik Castrén Institute of International Law and
expanded by the committees responsible for ensurip . Rights; various European Union projects to
cgmp_lla_nce_ with j[he conventions on human rights, raci tomote human rights education; initiatives undertaken by
discrimination, discrimination againstwomen, the rights, » ofice for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights
of the child, prevention of torture and othirs. In th_ f the Organization for Security and Cooperation in
regard, one very recent development was the entry ”E?lrope; and the many activities of the International

forc_e of ;[he Fram_eworI;C(r)]nvecr;tlon f_?r t?eEProtect.m_n Eommittee of the Red Cross, particularly thejgecbto
National Minorities of the Council of Europe; 'ts?roduce multimedia teaching modules.

supervisory machinery had already begun to hear reports ) )

from the States parties. 27. San Marino attached great importance to the

promotion of means of peaceful settlement of disputes,

2h3. As the Dggadzldrew to a close it courl]d beb Sfa'd th'ﬁérticularly the use of arbitration. The increased number
therewas considerably greater awareness than before oftpe, coq brought to the attention ofthe International Court

rules of international law and of the need to apply the rugefArbitration of the International Chamber of Commerce

of law among and within States. However, it must b\?/ere a sign of its efficiency and expertise. The

admitted t_hat, especiallyin the area of i_nternfationa_l P€3ffernational Centre for $tteement of Investment Disputes
and security, there were several situations, including tw'as another valuable mechanism. The Government of San

bla_tgntlyillegal s_ituation con_fronting Cyp_rus, wher_e POWEGarinoitselfhad recently established a court of adbitm
politics and the idea that might made right continued R the hope that it would become an internationally

prevail. Recent debate in the plenary Assemblyand in ”}%cognized instrument for the settlement of commercial

Sixth Committee had served to underscore the realizatigl 1 yjitical disputes. It was not intended as a competitor
that international law was in a state of evolution, but al the existing bodies, but hoped to collaborate and

the_ conviction that the p_rmmp!es of the Charter of thSooperate with them. It was an attempt by San Marino, a
United Nations were of primary importance and that there
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small State that hacjected war as a means oftieg  of peaceful dispute resolution. It also aimed to undertake
disputes, to contribute to the achievement of the objectivesomparative analysis of the institutional aspects of the
of the Decade. In that regard, the comments amdrious mass claims systems. Such a catalogue of
suggestions of other delegations had been extremeiyormation would be of great use to Governments and
helpful. other parties responsible for setting up new claims

28. Among the valuable work done bythe United Nation%ib”nals' Lastly, the Permanent Court of Arbitration was
in developing and codifying international law, hefduiPPing itself to take up the challenge of filling the
delegation considered the electronic database containff{jr€ntgapin international dispute resolution mechanisms

the United Nations Treaty Collection to be a veryimportadtaining tothe environment. it might well prove tobe the
tool appropriate forum to handle sensitive environmental

issues, since arbitration generated a higher “level of
29. Mr. van den Hout (Observer for the Permanentcomfort” than judicial settlement and allowed for
Court of Arbitration), speaking in accordance with articipation of expert withesses and expert arbitrators in
decision of the Committee waiving the rule that observefgat complex field.

should speak at the end of the meeting, said that th

conclusion of the United Nations Decade of Internationglfs'A Jhe Qonfetr_(ince of Member:[s_ ofthe P_ermane1n7t i:/lourt
Law coincided not only with the centennial of the firsP! Arbitration at its commemorative session on ay

International Peace Conference but alsowith the hundre 9r9]_h§d adopted g resdol_utidon, the op:/r;tli/\;)ezgrl)aragraghs
anniversaryofthePermanentCourtofArbitration,whicﬂW Ich were reproduced Iin document (para 9).

had been established by that same Peace Conferenc f{g Pe_rmanent_ Court of A_rb|trat|0n would conS|de_r I
handle the peaceful settlement of international disput g'_ung U the Sixth Commlt'_[ee, at the close of its
The Permanent Court of Arbitration was therefore in %on5|d_erat|on of the agenda item, were to endf_Jrse those
sense the predecessor ofthe International Court ofJusti%@?rat'Ve paragraphs. It would be a ”_‘OdeSt but mportant
but currently they were complementary in nature. BoghCtion to help strength_en the existing mechanisms of
were devoted to the peaceful settlement of internation%?acefm dispute resolution.

disputes. The International Court of Justiceresolved inte33. Itwasthe considered opinion of his organization, the
State disputes through judicial adjudication, whereas thegal titleholder of the name “Permanent Court of
Permanent Court of Arbitration had a broader jurisdictiomrbitration”, that the proposal of San Marino to establish
extending also to cases involving internationan arbitral institution under the same name would lead to
organizations and private parties and applied a differegteat confusion within the international community.

set of dispute resolution mechanisms, ranging frogy ;- Niehaus (Costa Rica) said that his delegation
arbitration to commissions of inquiry, conciliation, an

L ssociated itself with the statement made by Mexico on
mediation. behalf of the Rio Group.
30. Since 1996, it had served as registry for six ad h?%

arbitral tri_bunal_s. AI.thOUQh hotaregistryfor internqtionawit'h satisfaction the conclusion of various instruments of
commercial arbitration, the Permanent Court of Agitian fundamentalimportance tointeational law, including the

was closely in touch with that field. It was often asked b ome Statute of the International Criminal Court, the

the United Nations Commission on Intehrnationgl Tra omprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty, the 1997 Ottawa
Law (UNCITRAL) to appoint or arrange the appointmeng, ,,yention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling,

of arbitrators in cases where parties in dispute had beIgpoduction and Transfer of Anti-Personnel Mines and on

able to ConSt'tL.Jte _the tribunals themselves under tICf‘ﬁeir Destruction, the Kyoto Protocol to the Convention
UNCITRAL Arbitration Rules. Moreover, several yearg . climate Change, the Convention on Biological

ago, theInternational CouncilforCommercialArbitratiorbiversity and the indefinite extension of the United

had_ sogght th_e cooperation of_the Perf“ar?e”t Court l\cfgtions Framework Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of
Arbitration with regard to its pUb“Cat'(.)n.S' TheN clear Weapons. Furthermore, thanks tothe tremendous
a_rrangement had proved to be m“tPa”Y beneficial and h orts ofthe Committee, the International Convention for
given the Permanent Court of Arbitration regulac@ss o 5 npression of Terrorist Bombings had been concluded,
to the most recent developments in the field. and would soon be followed bythe international convention
31. It was the aim of his organization to become for the suppression of the financing of terrorism, which
repository of information concerning alternative methodsas being negotiated at the current session.

As the Decade drew to a close, his delegation noted
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36. In order to consolidate the achievements of thel. The past 10 years had been a decade of international
Decade, it would be fitting to call for the signing andaw for his country. In all fields, from human rights to
ratification of all treaties concluded during the Decade. Anvironmental legislation, and from commiat@rbitration
signing ceremony in the context of the Millenniunto academic studies, awareness of and commitment to the
Assembly would be an appropte follow-up to the principles and application of international law had been
activities undertaken during the Decade. strengthened. A National Plan for Human Rights had been

37 In 1999 the countries of the Americas would marﬁstablished. His Government had accepted the compulsory

the thirtieth anniversary of the adoption of the AmericalfiSdiction ofthe Inter-American Court of Human Rights
Convention on Human Rights and the twentietﬁnd was honoured that a Brazilian, Professor Cancado

anniversary of the establishment of the Inter-Americah’indade, had recently been elected to the Court.

Court of Human Rights. The Convention and the Cou#s. The establishment of the Southern Common Market
were the basis of the pan-American system for tH&ERCOSUR)in 1991 had fostered the studyand practice
protection of human rights and had made a valuabbéregional integration law, especially in such as areas as
contribution to the development of international law, bothrbitration, comparative legislative structures and mutual
regionally and internationally. recognition of law degrees among member countries.

38. TheAmerican Convention on Human Rights, or Pad6. In the past decade, international law had become a
of San José, had been adopted on 22 November 1969 atdbee subjectin law school curricula. Aseries of debates was
Inter-American Specialized Conference on Human Rightsirrently being held under the auspices of the Ministry of
held in Costa Rica. The instrument contained a list éforeign Affairs, the Bar Assaation and the Attorney-
human rights and fundamental freedoms which Stat€gneral with a view to broadening public awareness of
parties pledged to respect. It also established the Int&ssues related to international law.

American Commission on Human Rights. 47. Hisdelegation noted with satisfaction the election of

39. ThePactofSan José had enteredintoforce on 18 JBhpfessor Francisco Rezek to the International Court of
1978 with the deposit of the eleventh instrument afustice. The Court would continue to make an important
ratification. Subsequently, on 3 September 1979, the Int@oentribution to the worldwide efforts to strengthen the

American Court of Human Rights had been establish@gaceful settlement of disputes.

with its seat at San Jose. _Curren_tly, 25 States had ranﬂgg_ His delegation attached particular importance tothe
oraccededtothe Conventlonz while 2at8s hadecep_ted 1999 centennial of thefirst Inteational Peace Conference
the competence of the Courtin the settlement of disputeg g99 and commended the efforts of the Governments of
40. A solemn ceremony to mark those anniversariéise Netherlands and the Russian Federation inthatregard.
would be held in San José, on 22 November 1999 with tide Hague and its historic peace conferences of 1899 and
sponsorship of his Government, the approval of tHE907 held a special place in his country's diplomatic
General Assembly of OAS and the coagitéon of the Inter-  history.

American Institute of Human Rights. It would be attendegg_ With regard to the substantive discussions held in
by representatives of States members of OAS and Sta Hague in 1999, he wished to dwell on two issues of
having observer status with OAS, members of the Inte articular relevance, namely, disarmament and
American Court of Human Rights and the Americath o national humanitarian law. In the field of
Commission on Human Rights and representatives of tHPsarmament, it was unfortunate that work on the
United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights. jernational legal framework for arms control had not

41. Lastly, his delegation expressed appreciation to tadvanced at the desired pace. It might be time to expand
Governments of the Netherlands and the Russidme interaction of those parts of the United Nations system
Federation for organizing the 1999 Centennial of the firshat dealt with the issue. His delegation therefore endorsed
International Peace Conference of 1899. the idea, considered in The Hague, that the Sixth
Committee should give increased attention to the

. S _ _ _discussion of the legal aspects of disarmament and arms
43. Mr.Biato (Brazil) said that his delegation associategdgntrol.

itself with the statement made by Mexico on behalf of the , o . .
Rio Group. 50. Inthe field of humanitarian law, moral imperatives

should be backed up by stronger and stricter rules for the

42. Mr. Kawamura (Japan) took the Chair.
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prosecution of serious offenders. His delegation viewed tdglomat Fedor Martens, a conference on the United
complementary jurisdiction of the International CriminaNations and international law over the past 50 years, a
Courtas avaluable addition to both domestic legal systewmnference on the application of international law by

andthe multilateral regime for the international protectioRussian judges and law-enforcement bodies and an
of human rights. Similarly, the role played by thenternational conference of the International Law

International Committee of the Red Cross in humanitariakssogation.

situations worldwide should be reinforced. 55. An important aspect of the Decade had been the

51. Lastly, his delegation suggested that the spirit of tltentennial of the first International Peace Conference of
Decade should be carried over to the next millennium B899, convened on Russia’s initiative, which had laid the
continuing efforts to generate public awareness &fundations of international law governing the settlement
international law, developing study programmes at thod disputes, issues relative to war, and arms limitation.
university level, and calling on governmental and nonfogether with the second conference of 1907, it had in
governmental international law commissions to take anany ways provided correct answers to the challenges of
active partin organizing and promoting those initiativeshe future. The 1999 meetings in The Hague and St.
52. Mr. Zmeevsky (Russian Federation) said that thgetersburg,_and elsewhere, had continued the traditions of
United Nations had performed a historic service iWet\_/vo e_arllerco_nferences and could therefore be_ seen as
confirming, through the Decade, the supremacy third mternatlonal_ peace conferer_me, as orl_gmall_y
international law, the universality of its principles an&uggested bythe President ofthe Russian Federation. Like

standards, the expansion of the range of internatiorjigfe two ea:jrllherﬁo?;erlencgs, |tdhad been taéomf_t effort byl
relations governed by it and the increased compatibiIiB sslaandthe Netheriandsandrepresented afiné example

between the positions adopted by States. The Organization effective cooperatlon, as c_locqment Al541381
had done crucial work, but much could still be done wit emonstrated. An important contribution had also been
regard to the legal bases for the use of force made by the “Friends of 1999".

international relations, for improving sanctions regime86. The main ofective of the 1999 conference had been
for peacemaking, for the peaceful settlement of disputes encourage wide international discussion aimed at
and for improved cooperation between United Natiordefining the basic directions for the development of
bodiesandregional organizations. Greater thought shouridernational lawin the next century and focusittgntion

be given to the international law aspects of preventiwa the need for observance of international law. The
diplomacy and post-conflict reconstruction. conference, attended by representatives of States,

53. The United Nations had a special role to play in t{Bt€rgovernmental and non-governmental organizations,
light of moves to undermine the existing system (;}adwitnessedextraordinarilysuccessfuldlscussmnsonthe

international relations. Itwas often argued that, asitstocgf €N9thening of international law and order. The
international law was imperfect and that “humanitariafi?"férence had been preceded by a number of others
disasters” should be resolved pragmatically, with no regatd ©ughout the world, many organized on the initiative of
even for the fundamental principles of international laf'® F'iénds 0f1999”. Animportant outcome had been the
enunciated in the Charter ofthe United Nations. AlthougfP'™ation  of ~a ~ coltion = of non-governmental
as his country’s Minister for Foreign Affairs had stated®r9anizations, whose role in contemporary life was
international law should adapt to new realities, its furth&feCOMINg ever more significant.
codification and progressive developmentcouldtake plaB&. The conference had taken onlythefirst stepstowards
onlyon the basis of respect for the principles of inter-Stateeeting the challenges of the twenty-first century,
contacts as laid down in the Charter. although it had been agreed by all that international law
54. Much importance had been attached in the RussigWSt be m_amtamgd; there was no alternatlve_. Indeed,
£spect forinternational lawand order should be increased

Federation to the implementation of the Decade’s goaf “dth fthe United Nai ¢ tviolati
National and international activities had included ajoirﬁn € powers orthe United Nations to prévent violations

Russian-American seminar on the role of the Unite(?jf Its objectlvesfandhpr_lnchpIes T ﬂndléobdefll wn?hthed
Nations in the development of the international law of th onsequ]:anceso sucldvtl)o e;r:on?_—ts_ ou e? rengtnened.
sea, an international seminar on international law'€ cONférence cou € the rstin a regufar series on

standards in the territory of Russia, events to mark tiygrious aspects of international law. His delegation

150th anniversary ofthe birth of the Russian academic andg9ested that an appropriate follow-up would be to
convene afurther“decertlized” conference, focusing on
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the legal and organizational aspects of theissue. He calg®l Respect for national sovereignty was a cornerstone
on the Committee to take the appropriate decisions to ttadinternational law and a pillar ofinternational relations.
end. Accordingly, his delegation underscored the urgent need

58. The highest priority for all peoples and States wadqr vigilanc_e_in the light of the h_ostile manoeuvres aimed
democratic and enlightened world without wars oft Undermining respect for national sovereignty.
conflicts, where each State had therighttoits proper plaé8. Mr. Kolby (Norway) said that his delegation
among other nations. The conclusion ofthe Decade was tvelcomed the report of the Secretary-General on the
start of a new stage in the strengthening of the univerda¢cade (A/54/362) and the outcome of the action dedicated
observance of international law, in response to the neddsthe 1999 centennial of the first International Peace
of humankind in the coming millennium. Conference of 1899. In particular, his delegation
commended the Governments of the Netherlands and the
Russian Federation for orgamg the meetings heldin The
gue and St. Petersburg.

59. Mr. Choe Myong Nam (Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea) said it was unfortunate that a numb
of developments had occurred during the Decade that h'aa
disappointed and shocked the international communig4. With regard to humanitarian law, his delegation
Certain countries or groups of countries continued to addmp¢lieved that priority should be given to promoting
policies and practices in contravention of the recognizedmpliance with existing law rather than adopting new
principles of international law. A typical example was thestruments. Continued efforts must be made to expedite
attempt to erode the sacrosanct status of natiorredtional signature and ratification procedures in order to
sovereignty. Recently, cein assertions had been madsecure the early establishment of the International
which redefined the concept of national sovereignty th@riminal Court.

had prevailed hitherto, and a number of supporti
arguments, such as the so-called theory of t %.im
extraterritorial nature of humanitarian intervention an

protection of human rights, had been put forward without ) _ _
hesitation. 66. Inthepast10years,theinternational communityhad

become equipped with electronic tools which facilitated

60.  Some countries had no scruples about encro_ach ess to the relevant sources of international law. His
upon the sovereignty of other countries and devastating glegation noted with satisfaction the completion of a

human_r_ig_hts and fundamental freedoms of their peopleﬁited Nations prjgct establishing a newelectronic treaty
by mobilizing huge regular armed forces and undertak'%tabase. fcess to updated information promoted

military invasions. Events before, during and after thg, ,,ja4ge of and respect for treaties and helped to realize

North Atlantic Treaty Organization air strikes agains(the purposes of Article 102 of the Charter of the United
Yugoslavia were vivid proof of that. Nations

61. Such attacks were an extreme example of higRy  The promotion of means and methods for the peaceful
handedness and arbitrariness on the part of some counttgSiement of disputes between States, i

Many non-governmental organizations had played
portant role in the Decade, particularly the Hague
ppeal for Peace Conference.

aimed at subordinating small and independent countrigge, 5 core objective of the Decade. The Court was the
following the disappearance of the confrontation betwe incipal international judicial body and possessed unique

East and West. They had labelled as “rogue States” thQsg, hetence and universality. During the past decade there
countries which disobeyed unjust orders for the purposepl y heen an increase in the number of cases referred to the

safeguarding their r_]{itional sovereignty, while se_gkin_g Eourt. While acknowledging the financial constraints
suppress them_ politically, economically and mllltarllyimposed on the Court, his delegation welcomed the
Under those circumstances, the theory of those Wi, aaged activity and noted with satisfaction that the
opposed the principle of respect for national Sovere'gn&ﬁvisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary

could be construed as "might makes_ right”. The law th?;Buestions had given favourable consideration tothe budget
they upheld was the law of the jungle rather thaﬂaquest for the Court.

international law. The question arose as to which States ) ) )
were “rogue States” and which were defenders §B- Mr. Sun Guoshun(China) said that 1999, the final
international law in the real sense of the term. yeal‘ ofthe Decade, also marked the centennial ofthe First
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International Peace Conference and thefiftieth anniversarggotiation, ratification and entry into force of
of the adoption of the four Geneva Conventions. international law could be rapid and effective.

69. One hundred years ago, representatives of 28. Intoken ofits commitmentto the widest practicable
countries, including China, had gathered at The Hague fdissemination of United Nations information and
a peace conference which had been of great significarinéernational legal resources, his Government had made
in the establishment of mechanisms for the peacefsignificant progressin the pastyearin bringing up to date
settlement of international disputes. His Governmette publication of all treaties to which New Zealand was
commended the success ofthe Centennial conferences leefghrty. Moreover, the New Zealand Defence Force had
in The Hague and St. Petersburg and expressed ittroduced a training module on international
gratitude to the Governments of the Netherlands and themanitarian law and was revising its manual on the law
Russian Federation for their organizing efforts. of armed conflict.

70. His Government had sponsored several sympogia. Hiscountryattached greatimportance tothe peaceful
under the programme of activities for the Decade. On tlsettlement of disputes, as was demonstrated by its
occasion of the Centennial, the International Law Socieparticipation in peacekeeping operations worldwide; while

of China, the Chinese Red Cross Society and the Unitedntinuing its work to develop peace and reconciliation in

Nations Society of China had jointly sponsored thehe island of Bougainville, New Zealand had also made a
Symposium on International Humanitarian Law, held isignificant contribution to the restoration of peace and

Beijing in July. security in East Timor.

71. Mr. Begg (New Zealand) said that his country had’6. The end of the Decade should bring about no
actively supported the principles underpinning the Decadessening ofthe commitmenttoits goals. Many significant
one major initiative being the establishment of a Newilestonesin the codifation ofinternational law had been
Zealand branch of the International L&ssogation in  achieved, but the more difficult challenge was to ensure
Wellington, with a sub-branch in Auckland. At its 199%hattreaties were respected and enforced. His Government
annual conference, the branch had examined internatiomaluld work constructively to that end.

humanitarian law and international security. 77. Mr. Ahipeaud (Cote d’'lvoire) said that it was time

72. New Zealand had ratified several significantp take stock of the results of the Decade. Much had been
multilateral treaties, including the Convention on thachieved butthe international community must make even
Safety of United Nations arissocdated Personnel, which greater efforts in order to cope with the many challenges
his delegation had been active in drafting and promotirtigat remained. Many conventions had been signed and
and whose entry into force in January 1999 it welcomedhtified under the auspices of the United Nations. Of
He urged States that had not done so to consider becompagticular importance were the Montreal Protocol on
partiestoit. Thetragic deaths of United Nations personn®ubstances that Depletethe Ozone Layer, the International
in Kosovo and Burundi the previous week hadonvention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant
demonstrated that there was still a long way to go Workers and Members of their Families, the United
promoting respect for the provisions of the Convention. HNSations Framework Convention on Climate Change, the
delegation supported the call for an additional protocol ©@onvention on Biological Diversity and the Rome Statute
the Convention to extend legal protection to local Unitedf the International Criminal Court. Actions, however,
Nations staff. A number of East Timorese people hagpoke louder than words. Although an impressive body of
tragically died in the service of the United Nations inexts had been adopted, the real test of a law lay in its
August and September 1999. implementation and in its effect on the everydayrelations

73. New Zealand had also ratified the Comprehensi\l?(gt\’\’_een the people_ go_verne_d by it.‘ If the "?‘W was not
Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty and signed the Rome Statutea(ﬂp“ed’ or flouted W'th 'mp“T‘"y* it did not exist and the

the International Criminal Court; his delegation Iookelf;"_v ofthej_ungllelrelgned again. All too often,_ olb_servance
forward to the expeditious entryinto force ofthe latter. Th@' Intérnational law was overridden by special interests.

entry into force in March 1999 of the Ottawa Conventiofi'S délegation called on the international community to
on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production angcrease its efforts not only to codify international law but

Transfer of Anti-personnel Mines and on Their Destructiof? |mr|)len|1enr': It Itgus esltabbllshmgglull confidence bethwee_n
was particularly gratifying; ifthe political will existed, theP€OP'€S- Itshould surely be possible to create amechanism
within the United Nations to monitor and evaluate the
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observance of international law by States. Dreams could
become reality, as exemplified by the United Nations itself.

78. Mr. Fruchtbaum (Solomon Islands) said that there
was common agreement on the success of the Decade. The
Secretary-General’sreport (A/54/362) and the letter dated
10 September 1999 from the Permanent Representatives
of the Netherlands and the Russian Federation addressed
to the Secretary-General (A/54/381) testified to what had
been achieved. Impressive efforts had been made to reach
out to professionals and students. He was, however,
concerned that the majority of the world’s population had
been overlooked. All efforts at dissemination had passed
bythe man or woman in the street. Atthe end of the United
Nations Diplanatic Conference of Plenipotearies on the
Establishmentofan International Criminal Court, one New
York newspaper had opposed acceptance of the Court by
the United States of America on the grounds that there was
nosuchthing asinternational law. The prabs;makers,
television and radio producers, writers of commercial
books and even authors of children’s comic books should
be targeted. It would be a mistake to consider the issue too
complex for the general public; international law needed
a popularizer to give the public the information it needed,
as such writers as H. G. Wells had done for science. There
was no room for self-congratulation. The Committee
should embark on a campaign to disseminate information
on international law.

The meeting rose at 5.00 p.m.
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