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. 1 NTRODUCTI ON

1. By its resolution 44/23 of 17 Novenber 1989, the General Assenbly decl ared
the period 1990-1999 the United Nations Decade of International Law. The main
pur poses of the Decade, according to paragraph 2 of the resolution, should be,
inter alia:

(a) To pronote acceptance of and respect for the principles of
i nternational |aw,

(b) To pronote neans and net hods for the peaceful settlement of disputes
between States, including resort to and full respect for the International Court
of Justice;

(c) To encourage the progressive devel opnent of international law and its
codi fication;

(d) To encourage the teaching, study, dissem nation and w der appreciation
of international |aw

2. On 28 Novenber 1990, the General Assenbly adopted resol ution 45/40,
entitled "United Nati ons Decade of International Law', to which was annexed the
programe for the activities to be commenced during the first term (1990-1992)
of the Decade. On 25 Novenber 1992, the Assenbly adopted resolution 47/32, to
whi ch was annexed the programme for the activities for the second term
(1993-1994) of the Decade.

3. On 9 Decenber 1994, the General Assenbly adopted resolution 49/50, entitled
"United Nations Decade of International Law', to which was annexed the programe
for the activities to be commenced during the third term (1995-1996) of the
Decade. In that resolution, the Assenbly, inter alia, invited all States and

i nternational organizations and institutions referred to in the programme to
undertake the relevant activities outlined therein and to provide information in
this respect to the Secretary-General for transm ssion to the General Assenbly
at its fiftieth session or, at the latest, its fifty-first session; requested
the Secretary-General to submt, on the basis of such information as well as new
information on the activities of the United Nations relevant to the progressive
devel opnent of international law and its codification, a report to the Genera
Assenbly at its fiftieth session; also requested the Secretary-Ceneral to
proceed with the organi zation of the United Nations Congress on Public
International Law, to be held from13 to 17 March 1995, within existing
resources and assisted by voluntary contributions, taking into account the

gui dance provided at the forty-eighth and forty-ninth sessions of the Genera
Assenbly, and to keep the Menber States inforned of the status of the
preparations; invited all States to dissennate widely the revised guidelines
for mlitary manuals and instructions on the protection of the environnent in
times of armed conflict (A/49/323, annex) received fromthe Internationa
Committee of the Red Cross and to give due consideration to the possibility of
incorporating theminto their mlitary manual s and other instructions addressed
to their mlitary personnel; and invited the International Committee of the Red
Cross to continue to report on activities undertaken by the Committee and ot her

l...
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rel evant bodies with regard to the protection of the environnent in tinmes of
armed conflict, so that the information received nmay be included in the above
report of the Secretary-General

4. By a note dated 26 January 1995, the Secretary-Ceneral invited Governnents
to submt information on the inplenentation of the programe or any views on
possi ble activities for the next termof the Decade. A simlar request was
transmtted by letters dated 20 and 27 January 1995 to intergovernnmenta

organi zations, United Nations bodies, international courts and tribunals, and
non- gover nmental organi zations working in the field of international |aw.

5. As at 10 August 1995, replies had been received fromtwo States, the Cook
I slands and Cyprus. Relevant information had al so been received fromthe
following United Nations bodies, international and regional organizations and
institutions: International Institute of Humanitarian Law, Court of First

I nstance of the European Communities, United Nations Conference on Trade and
Devel opment (UNCTAD), Organization for Security and Cooperation in

Europe (OSCE), United Nations Institute for Training and Research (UNI TAR),
International Council of Environnental Law (ICEL), International Labour

Organi zation (ILO, Institute of International Law, United Nations Internationa
Drug Control Programme (UNDCP), Pernmanent Court of Arbitration (PCA),
International Commttee of the Red Cross (I CRC), United Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP), World Health Organization (WHO, United Nations Educati onal
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), Asian-African Legal Consultative
Committee (AALCC), International Institute of Space Law (I1SL), Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO, International Court of
Arbitration of the International Chanber of Commerce (1CC), and United Nations
Commi ssion on Science and Technol ogy for Devel opnent.

6. The replies from States and international organizations are analytically
sunmari zed in section Il of the present report under five headi ngs,
corresponding to the five main sections into which the programme is divided. As
a rule, the specific paragraphs of the sections of the programe containing
requests to States and international organizati ons have provi ded the subheadi ngs
for the organization of the material under each headi ng of section Il of the
report.

7. The suppl enentary information on recent activities of the United Nations in
the field of the progressive devel opnent of international law and its
codification is presented in section IIl, on a topic-by-topic basis, follow ng
the format of the analysis presented in the |last report of the Secretary-CGenera
on this item (A 49/323 and Add.1 and 2). The work of the International Law
Commi ssion and that of the Sixth Committee are dealt with separately.

8. The full texts of the replies, in the original |anguage of submission, are
available in the Codification Division of the Ofice of Legal Affairs.
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[1. ANALYTI CAL PRESENTATI ON OF THE REPLI ES RECEI VED
FROM STATES AND | NTERNATI ONAL ORGANI ZATI ONS

A. Pronotion of the acceptance of and respect for the
principles of international |aw

1. Pronpting the acceptance of nmultilateral treaties*

9. UNDCP reported that, on the basis of information provided by the Ofice of
Legal Affairs, it was preparing a nonthly report on the status of adherence to
the United Nations drug control treaties as well as an annual report on the
status of reservations, declarations and understandi ngs entered under those
treaties.

10. UNEP observed that, with a view to pronoti ng wi der adherence to the
existing international environmental agreenents, it had continued w de

di ssemi nation of infornation on international lawin the field of the
environnent. |Its Executive Director has been submtting to each regul ar session
of the Governing Council a report on the status of international conventions and
protocols in the field of the environment for its consideration and subsequent
transm ssion to the General Assenbly. The report contains information on new

i nternational environmental agreenents and changes to the status of existing
instruments. Most recently, the report was submitted to the Governi ng Counci

at its eighteenth session in May 1995, and should, in accordance wi th Counci
deci sion 18/ 25 of 25 May 1995, be transnmitted to the General Assenbly at its
fiftieth session. In the sanme decision, the Council called on States that had
not yet done so to sign, ratify or accede to those conventions and protocols in
the field of the environment to which they were eligible to beconme parties.
Meetings of the contracting parties to the conventions concl uded under UNEP
auspi ces have simlarly invited Governments to becone parties to the respective
conventions. In the sane decision, the Governing Council noted with
appreciation the quality and useful ness of the Register of Internationa
Treaties and O her Agreenents in the Field of Environment, requested the
Executive Director to continue regular publication of the Register and invited
her to consider the possibility of updating and dissemnating it nore
frequently. UNEP has been issuing and distributing the Register biennially

* Under paragraph 2 of this section of the progranme, States are invited
to consider, if they have not yet done so, becom ng parties to existing
multilateral treaties, in particular those relevant to the progressive
devel opnent of international law and its codification. Internationa
organi zati ons under whose auspi ces such treaties are concluded are invited to
i ndi cate whether they publish periodic reports on the status of ratifications of
and accessions to multilateral treaties, and if they do not, to indicate whether
in their view such a process would be useful. Consideration should be given to
the question of treaties which have not achi eved wi de participation or entered
into force after a considerable |apse of tinme and the circunstances causing the
si tuation.
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since 1977. The 1993 version of the Register, which was issued in the six
of ficial |anguages of the United Nations, was sent to all CGovernnments and
rel evant organi zations. The preparation of its 1995 version is to start soon

11. IISL reported that its Standing Comrittee on the Status of Space Law
Treaties nonitored the signature, ratification and accession or adherence to the
United Nations space treaties

12. AALCC reported that, pursuant to the mandate of the 1995 session, its
secretariat was to continue to urge nenber States which had not already done so
to consider ratifying or acceding to relevant nultilateral codification
conventions. In the sphere of international economc and trade |aw natters,
AALCC at its 1995 session, held at Doha, Qatar, urged nmenber States to consider
the UNCI TRAL Mbdel Law on Procurenment of Goods, Construction and Services as
they reforned or enacted their |egislation on procurenment. The Commttee al so
urged nmenber States to consider adopting, ratifying or acceding to other texts
prepared by UNCI TRAL, including the United Nations Convention on the Carriage of
Goods by Sea 1978 (the Hanburg Rul es).

2. Assistance and technical advice to States to facilitate their
participation in the process of multilateral treaty-nmaking*

13. OSCE observed that, primarily through its Ofice for Denocratic
Institutions and Human R ghts, it was pursuing an active policy of consolidating
its norns and standards through the nonitoring of their inplenmentation and the
assistance offered to States in carrying out the OSCE provi sions.

14. UNITAR indicated that, in collaboration with UNEP and in association with
the United Nations Centre for Human Settlenments (Habitat), it had organi zed the
second Training Programme in Environnmental Law and Policy at Nairobi. The

trai ning programre was designed for governnent officials from devel opi ng
countries and countries with economes in transition working in the field of
environnental law and policy and related institutions. The programe was

devel oped to enhance endogenous capacity-building for inproved sustainable

devel opnent. Its aimwas to provide participants with infornmation about |ega
and institutional developnents at the international and national |levels in the
field of environmental |law, to inspire greater interest in and commtment to the
use of environnmental |aw as an instrument for translating sustainable

devel opnent policies into action; and to enable participants to take initiatives
regardi ng the devel opnment and inpl ementation of environnmental |aw on a nore
informed basis in their respective home countries. UN TAR al so organi zed,

inter alia, a workshop on international |egal instrunents for Geneva-based

* Under paragraph 3 of this section of the programe, States and
i nternational organizations are encouraged to provide assistance and technica
advice to States, in particular to developing countries, to facilitate their
participation in the process of multilateral treaty-nmaking, including their
adherence to and inplenentation of such nmultilateral treaties, in accordance
with their national |egal systens.
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di pl omats ained at providing themw th a sound know edge of the techniques
regarding the drafting and interpretation of international |egal instrunents.

15. The International Institute of Humanitarian Law stated that in 1995 it had
organi zed five mlitary courses on the |aw of arned conflict for officers of
national arned forces. It also organized two refugee | aw courses for governnent
of ficials and non-governnental organi zations (NGOs).

16. ILOreported that its nultidisciplinary teans, whose mandate incl udes
assistance to developing and transition countries to facilitate their adherence
to and inplenmentation of international |abour standards, had becore regularly
establ i shed and operational. The Organization also stated that its activities
directly addressed, inter alia, such issues raised in the programme for the
third termof the Decade as the problem of ILO Conventions that had not achieved
wi de ratification, institutional nmeans of action regarding the inplenentation of
i nternational |abour standards, the ILO programme of work relevant to the
progressive devel opment of such standards and future trends in this regard in
ILO s specialized field.

17. UNDCP pointed out that it was providing a wi de range of |egal services to
requesting States to assist themin becomng parties to and in effectively

i mpl ementing the international drug control conventions. |t was advocating the
adoption of adequate drug control |egislation, advising on adjusting nationa
laws as well as policies and infrastructure to inplenent the requirements of the
conventions, helping to draft new or amended | aws and provi di ng post-adoption
advice for inplementation. |In 1994-1995, UNDCP provided | egal assistance to

27 African States, 17 States of Europe and the Near and M ddle East and 9 States
in the Asia and the Pacific region. A set of nodel |aws covering al

requi renents of the three drug control treaties has been prepared to support

| egal assistance to States fromboth the comon-|aw and t he Roman- Ger man
systens. UNDCP was al so collecting national drug control |aws and regul ati ons,
publ i shing themto ensure nutual disclosure anbng parties and preparing an
annual analytical index of that legislation to allow for the easy retrieval of
the laws' contents. Tools prepared by UNDCP for the inplenentation of the
conventions also included an annual directory listing national authorities
conpetent to take action under specific articles of the conventions, such as
article 7 (on mutual |egal assistance) or article 17 (on illicit traffic by sea)
of the United Nations Convention against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and
Psychot ropi ¢ Substances of 1988. The directory assisted Governments in
identifying their counterparts and in communicating directly with them

Pursuant to Economi c and Social Council resolution 1993/42 entitled "Measures to
assist in the inplenentation of the United Nations Convention against Illicit
Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropi ¢ Substances of 1988", UNDCP was
working at the preparation of a coomentary to that Convention, in order to
provide States with a uniforminterpretation as well as with practica
reconmendations for the inplementation of the Convention

18. PCA reported that it was naki ng avail abl e nodern procedural rules and, by
providing its International Bureau's administrative support at mnimal cost,
ensuring the cost-effectiveness of the arbitral process. As a further step in
that direction, the International Bureau has adopted neasures ained at
decentralizing the functioning of PCA. The new neasures facilitate the
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convening of a tribunal, or other dispute settlenment nmechanism at any | ocation
agreed upon by the disputing parties because of cost-effectiveness or for any

ot her reason, and for the provision there of adm nistrative support, arranged in
coll aboration with the Menmbers of PCA. The International Bureau continued to
encourage States to become parties to The Hague Convention on the Pacific
Settlenment of International Disputes of 1907, by sending information on PCA to
Governnents, raising the matter with representatives attendi ng neetings of the
Sixth Committee of the General Assenbly and inviting interested Governments to
be represented at its Steering Committee neetings.

19. I CRC considered that the dissem nation and pronotion of the guidelines for
mlitary manual s and instructions on the protection of the environment in tines
of armed conflict prepared by it were part of its activities, including the
appropriate representations which it planned to nake to States. Specialized
publications such as the International Review of the Red Cross and the Anerican
Journal of International Law were to report on themin 1995. | CRC enphasized
that international humanitarian | aw remai ned an area of particul ar rel evance and
poi nted out that humanitarian instrunents should be pronoted worl dw de and
effectively inmplenented. 1In this connection, ICRC noted that the neeting of

i ntergovernmental experts for the protection of war victinms (Geneva,

January 1995) had adopted a nunber of recommendations for the exploration of
practical neans of pronoting full respect for international humanitarian | aw.
These included the provision by I CRC of advisory services to help States in
their efforts to inplenent and di ssem nate international humanitarian |aw. The
States and organi zati ons concerned were invited to assist ICRCin this new task,
for which the appropriate structure was being set up. |ICRC further stated that
all necessary attention should be given to the strengthening of neans to

i mpl ement instrunents on the protection of cultural property in the event of
arned conflict. Efforts to this effect were being nonitored and encouraged by

| CRC. The agenda of the sem nar on the inplenentation of internationa

humani tarian |law, jointly organi zed by | CRC and UNESCO, to be held in

Sept enmber 1995 for the countries of Central Asia, also included the protection
of cultural property in the event of arned conflict. To contribute towards
efforts to pronote respect for international humanitarian |law, the 90th
Conference of the Inter-Parlianentary Union (Canberra, Septenber 1993) had
adopted a resolution recommending the setting up of an ad hoc conm ttee which
was nmandated to follow, with the help of ICRC, the issue of respect for
international humanitarian law, particularly the ratification status of the

rel evant international instruments and the inplenentati on of neasures at the
national level, as well as to dissenminate information and nake observations with
a viewto pronoting respect for international humanitarian |law. The work of the
26th International Conference of the Red Cross and Red Crescent, to be held at
Geneva in Decenber 1995, is to be centred on problens of inplenentation of
hurmani tarian | aw and a search for appropriate solutions to put the humanitarian
rules into full effect. It will provide an opportunity for the internationa
comunity as a whole to denonstrate its support for the universally recognized
hurmani tarian principles and its conmitnent to i nproved protection for the
victims of armed conflicts.

20. UNEP reported that it had been carrying out activities in order to enhance
the capacity and capabilities of devel oping countries and countries with
econom es in transition to enhance their participation in the devel opment of,

/...
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adherence to and inplenentation of international environmental agreements. UNEP
continued to provide such countries, upon request, with technical assistance for
devel opi ng national environmental policy, legislation and institutions. 1t also
provi ded government officials with training through sem nars and workshops at
the regional and global levels. UNEP, jointly with UNITAR and the United
Nations Centre for Human Settlements, had organi zed a second gl oba

environnental |aw training progranme at Nairobi in March/ April 1995 that ained,
anong ot her things, at pronoting the effective inplenentation of internationa
envi ronnental agreenents. UNEP also noted that it had been utilizing various
neetings convened under its auspices for pronotion of, adherence to and

i mpl ementation of international environmental agreenents. Thus it had, together
with the Econom ¢ Comm ssion for Africa (ECA) and the Organi zation of African
Unity (QAU), convened an African subregional mnisterial neeting of conventions
at Nairobi from6 to 8 March 1995, in conjunction with the African Mnisteria
Conference on the Environnment. At the neeting a nunber of recommendations had
been made relating to the inplenmentation of international environnental
agreenents, including a coordinated strategy for strengthening Africa's
preparedness for effective participation in environmental conventions, and
strategi c el enents for enhancing national capacity for participating in such
conventions. Furthernore, UNEP provided financial support for government
officials of devel oping countries and countries with economes in transition to
participate in international neetings relevant to the devel opnent and

i mpl ementation of international environmental agreenents convened by UNEP or
UNEP- supported convention secretariats. UNEP had continued to contribute to the
effective inplenentation of a nunber of international environmental agreements
concl uded under its auspices by providing admnistrative support to the
secretariats of such agreenents. Those agreenents included: 1992 Convention on
Bi ol ogi cal Diversity; 1973 Convention on International Trade in Endangered
Speci es of WIld Fauna and Flora; 1985 Vi enna Convention for the Protection of
the Ozone Layer and 1987 Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone
Layer; the 1989 Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Myvenents of
Hazar dous Wastes and Their Disposal; 1979 Bonn Convention on the Conservation of
M gratory Species of WIld Animals; regional seas conventions and rel ated
protocol s concluded in nine regions of the world. Regarding the Convention on
Bi ol ogi cal Diversity, the Conference of the Parties at its first neeting, held
at Nassau from 28 Novenber to 9 Decenber 1994, decided to designate UNEP to
carry out the functions of the secretariat of the Convention. That decision of
the Conference of the Parties was wel coned by the UNEP Governing Council inits
decision 18/ 36 (A) of 26 May 1995. In order to facilitate the task of the
secretariats of the conventions concluded under its auspi ces, UNEP convened the
Second Meeting on Coordination of Secretariats of Environmental Conventions at
Nairobi on 14 and 16 May 1995. The third neeting was to take place at Geneva
from3 to 5 July 1995. UNEP further noted that, according to Governi ng Counci
decision 18/9 of 26 May 1995, it was to nonitor the inplementation of
international legal instruments in the field of the environment, to el aborate
and recomrend, where necessary, neans to enhance their effectiveness and to
provi de support, as agreed, to the convention secretariats.

21. AALCC stated that its secretariat was to continue to furnish assistance to
the States menbers of the Cormittee to facilitate their participation in the
process of nultilateral treaty-nmaking, their adherence thereto and the

i mpl ement ation thereof in accordance with their national |egal systens.
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22. 11SL observed that one of its standing committees was providing clarity in
the definitional questions of |egal term nol ogy presented by space activities.

23. FAO reported that, in support of its technical advisory assistance to
nmenmber countries in the field of water law and its adm nistration, it had issued
in 1994 a publication entitled "Preparing national regulations for water
resources managenent: principles and practice" (FAO Legislative Study Series,
No. 52), which consisted of a manual providing conceptual material for use in
the preparation of national regulations for the nmanagenent, devel opnent, use and
protection of freshwater resources. Particular attention was being devoted to
the link between policy and legislation, and to the interface between the two.
Country experiences in the review and formul ati on of water resources policy and
supporting | egislation have been surveyed and published as "Water policy and

| egislation review and reform selected country experiences (Australia (State
of Victoria), Chile, England and Wl es, France (occasi onal paper FAQ WPL/2))".
An approach was bei ng devel oped to technical assistance to FAO nenber countries
whereby policy advice in the field of water resources and advice on water

| egislation are nutual ly conpl enentary. Research was also in progress on the

| egal aspects of privatization of water services, with enphasis on irrigation
wat er use, and on customary water rights in African countries. This research
was expected to result in two separate publications in the Legislative Studies
series. FAO also noted that its devel opnent of the International Code of
Conduct for Responsible Fishing had progressed during 1994 through wi de-rangi ng
consultation and review. The Code of Conduct was to provi de conprehensive

gui dance to States and pronpte responsi bl e behaviour anong all those involved in
fisheries. It was to inplement and conpl enent the 1982 United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea, as well as other international instruments on
the conservation and devel opnent of fisheries. A revised version of the draft
Code was subsequently prepared by the FAO secretariat, taking account of

di scussions at the technical level. It was to be submitted in March 1995, for
further considerati on and endorsenent to the FAO Committee on Fisheries, and
subsequently to the Organization's governing bodies - to the Council in June and
to the Conference in Novenber.

3. Ways and neans of inplenmentation of multilateral treaties*

24. OSCE indicated that, indirectly or directly, it was the political guardian
of far-reaching arnms control agreements which could formthe basis of a new
order of mlitary security in Europe, such as the Treaty on Conventional Arned
Forces in Europe (CFE), and the CFE 1 A Act on Personnel. These instrunents had

* Under paragraph 4 of this section of the progranme, States are
encouraged to report to the Secretary-Ceneral on ways and means provided for in
the multilateral treaties to which they are parties, regarding the
i npl enentati on of such treaties. |International organizations are simlarly
encouraged to report to the Secretary-Ceneral on ways and means provided for by
the multilateral treaties concluded under their auspices, regarding the
i npl enentati on of such treaties. The Secretary-General is requested to prepare
a report on the basis of that information and to subnit it to the Genera
Assenbl y.
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i ntroduced strict limts on key mlitary equi pment and personnel held by the
States of the North Atlantic Treaty O gani zation (NATO and the States in the
area of the fornmer Warsaw Treaty Organization. It also indicated that Europe,
whi ch had for many years been the area of the nobst tense confrontation and

hi ghest concentrati on of weapons, had enbarked on an unprecedented
demilitarization process, resulting in the liquidation of tens of thousands of
pi eces of equiprment. A very intensive systemof information exchange and
intrusive verification had been put in place. The Vienna Docunment on

Confi dence- and Security-building Measures had created an el aborate system of
politically binding confidence-building neasures. It allowed control of
mlitary activities and provided at the sane tinme for a nunber of early warning
i ndi cat ors.

25. ILOreported that it had sponsored, jointly with FAO the Internationa
Atom c Energy Agency (| AEA), the Nucl ear Energy Agency of the Organization for
Econom ¢ Cooperation and Devel opnent (OECD/ NEA), the Pan-American Health
Organi zati on (PAHO and WHO, the International Basic Safety Standards for
Protection against lonizing Radiation and for the Safety of Radi ati on Sources
(BSS) which had recently been published by | AEA (interimedition). The BSS were
relevant to the inplenmentation of the |LO Radiation Protection Convention

(No. 115) (article 3) and Recommendation (No. 114), 1960, which provided in
particular that: "Every menber should have due regard to the recommendati ons
nmade fromtine to tine by the International Conm ssion on Radiol ogi ca
Protection and standards adopted by ot her conpetent organizations" (para. 3).

26. UNESCO reported that, under article 26 of the 1954 Convention for the
Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict, States are
required to report to the Director-Ceneral every four years on the

i mpl ementati on of the Convention. The nost recent report on this subject was

i ssued in 1989; the next was scheduled to be published at the end of 1995. The
strengt hening of the Convention and ways of inproving its inplenentati on were on
t he agendas of two meetings of experts held at The Hague in July 1993 and at
Lauswolt in February 1994 at the request of the Government of the Netherl ands.
After studying the results of those neetings, the Director-General proposed that
a neeting of States parties to the Convention should be convened during the
twenty-ei ghth session of the General Conference in Novenber 1995. The purpose
of the neeting should be to consider neasures to be taken in order to inprove
the inplenentation of the Convention. The Executive Board approved the proposa
at its 145th session.

27. FAOreported that, in order to facilitate international cooperation and
coordination in the wake of the United Nations Conference on Environment and
Devel opnent (UNCED), it had been designated Task Manager for various chapters of
Agenda 21 and had provided chairmanship for relevant subcommttees, with the
Commi ssi on on Sustai nabl e Devel opnent provi di ng gui dance and nonitoring progress
ininplenenting the Rio agreenments. Besides its role as task manager, FAO
contributed actively to the inplenentation of the UNCED agreenents, in
particul ar by providing technical and |l egal advice to the interimsecretariat of
the 1992 Convention on Biological Diversity and to the Intergovernnmenta
Negotiating Committee of the 1994 |nternational Convention to conbat
desertification. FAO acted as technical secretariat and provided docunentation
for the three sessions of the United Nati ons Conference on Straddling Fish
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Stocks and Highly Mgratory Fish Stocks. It also contributed to the United
Nat i ons d obal Conference on the Sustainable Devel opnent of Small 1sland
Devel opi ng States (Bridgetown, Barbados, 26 April-6 My 1994). 1In addition, the
Organi zation prepared a nonograph on capacity-building in agriculture, forestry
and fisheries, to assist in the devel opnent of the UNDP Capacity 21 progranme in
t hese sectors.

28. UNDCP pointed out that it was closely nonitoring inplenentation of the drug
control treaties. It was issuing annual questionnaires to States on the

| egi slative, administrative and operational steps taken by themto inplenent the
treaties. The results were summari zed and reviewed by the Commi ssion on

Nar cotic Drugs.

29. UNEP reported that a d obal Programme of Action for the Protection of the
Mari ne Environment from Land-Based Activities, which was expected to be adopted
at an intergovernnmental conference on the subject to be held in Washington from
23 Cctober to 3 Novenmber 1995, would provide norms, principles and certain
procedures for Governments to protect the marine environnment froml and-based
activities. After its adoption, the docunent could contribute to the effective
i mpl ement ation of relevant provisions of the 1982 United Nations Convention on
the Law of the Sea and various regional maritine conventions and protocols.

30. AALCC reported that it had directed its secretariat to nonitor the
i mpl ementation of recent multilateral instrunents relating to the environnent.

B. Pronotion of nmeans and nethods for the peaceful settl enent
of disputes between States, including resort to and ful
respect for the International Court of Justice*

1. Suggestions by States for the pronotion of neans
and nethods for the peaceful settlenent of

di sputes between States

31. No comments to be reported under this heading.

* Under paragraph 1 of this section of the progranme, States, the United
Nati ons system of organi zati ons and regi onal organizations, including AALCC, as
wel |l as the International Law Association, the Institute of International Law,
t he H spano-Luso-Anmerican Institute of International Law and ot her internationa
institutions working in the field of international |aw, and national societies
of international law, are invited to study the neans and nethods for the
peaceful settlenent of disputes between States, including resort to and ful
respect for the International Court of Justice, and to present suggestions for
the promotion thereof to the Sixth Committee.
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2. Suggestions by international organizations and bodies
and national societies for the pronption of neans and
net hods for the peaceful settlenent of disputes
bet ween St at es

32. OSCE pointed out that it had nmade available to the participating States
instruments for peaceful settlenent of disputes. At their Valletta neeting
(January-February 1991), experts of CSCE - as the Organization was then known -
had adopted a report containing principles for dispute settlenent and provisions
for a CSCE procedure for the peaceful settlement of disputes. The procedure,

al so known as the Valletta Mechanism may be applied in any di spute between
participating States, with a few exceptions. The Valletta Mechani sm provi ded
for political instruments for the settlenent of disputes between participating
States in the formof the establishnment of so-called dispute settlenent

nechani sns. These nmechani snms consi st of one or nore independent nenbers which
may be selected froma list of experts. At their Decenber 1992 neeting at

St ockholm the Foreign Mnisters of the participating States further devel oped
the machinery for the peaceful settlenment of disputes. |In order to further and
strengthen their commtment to settle disputes exclusively by peaceful neans,
and in accordance with the Hel sinki Decisions of 1992 to devel op a conprehensive
and coherent set of measures available within CSCE for the peaceful settlenent
of disputes, the Mnisters have:

(a) Adopted neasures to enhance the Valletta Mechani smthrough
nodi fication of the procedure for selecting a dispute settlenent mechani sm

(b) Adopted the text of a Convention on Conciliation and Arbitration
within CSCE 1/ providing for general conciliation and for arbitration on the
basi s of agreenments ad hoc or, in advance, on the basis of reciproca
decl arations, and declared it open for signature by interested participating
St at es;

(c) Adopted a conciliation procedure as an option available to
participating States on the basis of agreenents ad hoc or, in advance, on the
basi s of reciprocal declarations;

(d) Decided that the Council or the Committee of Senior Oficials of CSCE
may direct any two participating States to seek conciliation to assist themin
resolving a dispute that they have not been able to settle within a reasonabl e
period of tine.

None of the procedures for the peaceful settlenment of disputes have been used
thus far.

33. UNITAR stated that a long-termgoal of the UNI TAR-Interpress Agency (I|PA)
Fel | owshi p Programre on Peacemaki ng and Preventive D pl onacy was to devel op an
institutional capacity for debriefing and the retrieval of United Nations
practices and experience in peacenaking and preventive diplomacy in order to
strengthen the United Nations potential for institutional |earning and nenory.
Case material presented by staff and assenbled by fellows is to serve as the
basis for further research and study to develop a collection of case histories
whi ch docunment inportant |essons and issues. The goal is to develop a
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repository of know edge for use within the fellowship progranme and, nore
widely, within the United Nations and the international community as a whol e.
Devel opnent of materials, such as a Case Handbook on Peacenaki ng and Preventive
Di pl onacy, was planned. The coordi nator of the fell owship programe was given
an 18-nonth grant by the Ford Foundation to carry out research on the topic of
"The United Nations as a dispute settlenent system inproving nechanisns for
the prevention and resolution of conflict". The project involved a review of

t he causes of contenporary disputes and di spute escal ation; an analysis of the
nechani sns available within the United Nations systemfor preventing and

resol ving di sputes; and proposals for nmaking the systemnore effective. It also
nmade a nunber of specific suggestions for strengthening pre-conflict peace-
bui | di ng and preventive di plomacy. The project was to be presented in the form
of a book, for which publication was pendi ng.

34. The Institute of International Law observed that its Eleventh Conmittee
(Rapporteur: M. Rudolf Bernhardt) was working on the topic "The settlenent of
i nternational disputes involving nore than two States by judicial nmeans and
through arbitration".

35. The Permanent Court of Arbitration enphasized that the begi nning of the
Decade, in 1990, had coincided with the start of an extensive effort to
revitalize the Court. That effort, which took many forns, including a programme
of research and publication in the field of international arbitration, and
participation in international conferences and synposia, was ainmed at increasing
awar eness of, and ultimately recourse to, the various dispute resolution

nechani sns offered by the Court. |In the past year, PCA had nade further
progress in a nunber of areas previously reported on and undertaken activities
in new areas. Thus its Financial Assistance Fund established on 3 Cctober 1994,
to which contributions were nmade on a voluntary basis, was aimed at providing
financial assistance to qualifying States to enable themto neet, in whole or in
part, the costs involved in international arbitration or other neans of dispute
settl enent offered by The Hague Conventions. As a result of a generous initia
contribution of the Government of the Netherlands, the Fund had al ready becone
operational. Qher countries had indicated their readiness to contribute to the
Fund in the near future. The Court further noted that its Steering Conmttee,
in anal ysing the historical devel opnent and practical application of nethods of
di spute settlenment, had explored, inter alia, at a neeting held on

28 March 1995, the issue of the formof potential changes to the Hague system of
di spute resolution. Reserving at that stage any decision with respect to forma
anendnment of the existing treaty provisions, the Steering Committee considered
maki ng recomrendations in three specific areas:

(a) The devel opment of rules of procedure for international conmm ssions of
i nquiry;

(b) The inclusion of international organizations as parties having
"standing" in PCA dispute settlement proceedings;

(c) The establishnent of an express basis for conciliation

At the sane neeting, the Steering Committee exchanged views on these draft
reconmendations and on first drafts prepared by two of the three rapporteurs:

/...
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draft rules for arbitration involving international organizations, and
provi si ons concerning conmm ssions of inquiry. At the end of the neeting, the
menbers of the Steering Conmittee were invited to submt witten comments on the
draft texts and draft recomrendations. The Court noted that new drafts,
including draft rules for conciliation, should be circul ated anong the nenbers
of the Steering Commttee as they becane available. The Steering Conmttee was
scheduled to neet again in the fall of 1995, The Court also reported that, as
part of a continuing programe ainmed at pronoting awareness of the Court and its
services, the International Bureau had sent copies of the PCA Optional Rules to
the |l egal advisers of the mnistries of foreign affairs of all States Menbers of
the United Nations, as well as to the legal advisers of the mgjor internationa
organi zations and a | arge nunber of private | awers. The proceedi ngs of the
First Conference of Menbers of the PCA (Septenber 1993), published early in
1994, had al so been widely distributed. The Secretary-Ceneral of the Court had
participated in several international conferences, including neetings of the
Sixth Committee of the General Assenbly (New York, Novenber 1994) and the United
Nati ons Congress on Public International Law (New York, March 1995).
Participating in the debates of the Sixth Commttee of the General Assenbly, on
behal f of the International Bureau as Pernanent Cbserver on 15 Novenber 1994,
the Secretary-General nade a statenent on agenda item 136 (United Nations Decade
of International Law). 1In his statenent, the Secretary-General sunmmarized the

i nnovati ve neasures adopted by the Court; enphasized that, by providing
facilities and procedures for a broad range of nethods of settling internationa
di sputes, the Court could conplement the role of the International Court of
Justice as the principal judicial organ of the United Nations; and drew
attention to the recent establishnment of the Financial Assistance Fund and to
the decentralization of the functioning of the Court. 1In conclusion, he
reiterated the Admnistrative Council's invitation to all States that did not
yet participate in the work of the Court, to consider acceding to the Hague
Convention of 1907. The Secretary-General and ot her nmenbers of the
International Bureau continued to address an increasi ng nunber of groups of

| awyers, students and other visitors to the Peace Pal ace. The Court further

i ndi cated that a nunber of experts in environnental |aw had encouraged its
International Bureau to establish a working group to exam ne the need for the
establi shment of new international arrangements or institutions for resolving
envi ronnental disputes and to explore a possible role for the Court in that
connection. The International Bureau of the Court had requested two experts in
i nternational environmental law to draft an initial working paper for discussion
by the working group once it had been constituted.

36. UNEP pointed out that it was studying di spute avoi dance and settl enent
anong various rel evant emerging legal issues in the Iight of sustainable
devel opnent. Relevant activities were to be continued in late 1995 and
subsequently, according to its decision 18/9 of 26 May 1995.

37. AALCC observed that it had always attached great significance to the

cardi nal principle of the peaceful settlement of disputes. |Its secretariat had
proposed to continue to nonitor the work of the Special Committee on the Charter
of the United Nations and on the Strengthening of the Role of the Organization
with regard to the peaceful settlement of disputes. The AALCC secretariat had
al so proposed to organize an International Sem nar on the "Wrk and role of the
International Court of Justice". The sem nar would aimat pronoting awareness

l...
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of the work of the Wrld Court on the eve of its fiftieth anniversary. The

Semi nar was intended to be convened with the assistance of the Internationa
Court of Justice. As regards disputes stemming frominternational econom ¢ and
trade | aw natters, the AALCC secretariat would, during the termof the Decade,
continue to exhort and urge menber States to resolve their differences in
accordance with the arbitration and/or conciliatory rules framed by the United
Nations Conmmi ssion on International Trade Law (UNCI TRAL). AALCC would al so
endeavour to expand and enlarge the activities of its regional centres of
arbitration functioning at Cairo, Kuala Lunmpur and Lagos. The Lagos Regi ona
Centre for International Comrercial Arbitration was reactivated recently and has
facilities for handling arbitration. The Centre provi ded secretariat support
services, of which parties and arbitrators alike may avail thenselves. Steps
had been initiated to establish and nake operational a simlar centre at Nairob
to serve the countries in eastern and southern Africa. The question of the
resolution of disputes relating to international econom c and trade | aw had al so
been di scussed at an international sem nar on gl obalization and harnoni zati on of
comercial and arbitration | aws organi zed by the AALCC secretariat in

March 1995

38. IISL pointed out that one of its Standing Committees was dealing with
di spute settlenment and al so had begun to collect exanples fromdifferent
national jurisdictions of case-law arising fromspace activities with the
intention of publishing them

39. The International Court of Arbitration of the International Chanber of
Commerce (1 CC) observed that progress made in the worl d-w de acceptance of
international arbitration was exenplified by the fact that parties involved in
| CC arbitrations had originated from 100 countries |last year. The Court also
i ndicated that a report of a working group of the | CC Conmi ssion on
International Arbitration, examning intellectual property disputes in
arbitration, was expected to be released in 1996.



A/ 50/ 368
Engl i sh
Page 18

C. Encouragenent of the progressive devel opnent
of international law and its codification*

40. ILO stated that it had adopted 175 Conventi ons and 182 Recommendati ons,

i ncluding the nost recent Convention and Recommendati on on part-time work of
June 1994. The agenda of the eighty-second session of the International Labour
Conference to be held in June included the consideration of the adoption of

i nternational |abour standards on safety and health in mnes and the extension
of the Labour Inspection Convention of 1947 (No. 81) to activities in the

non- commerci al services sector. The agenda of the maritinme session of the

I nternational Labour Conference to be convened in January 1996 included the
adoption of revised international |abour standards on maritime |abour

i nspection, seafarers' wages, hours of work and nanning at sea, recruitment and
pl acement of seafarers and additions to the appendix to the ILO Convention on
m ni nrum standards in merchant shipping. |LO further observed that it had
sponsored jointly with FAQ | AEA, WHO, the OECD/ NEA and PAHO, the International
Basic Safety Standards for Protection against |onizing Radiation and for the
Saf ety of Radi ati on Sources (BSS), which marked the cul mnation of efforts over
several decades towards the harnonization of radiation protection and safety
standards internationally. Moreover, |ILO hoped that the establishment of the
Inter-Organi zati on Programe for the Sound Managenent of Chemnicals, involving
UNEP, FAO, WHO the United Nations Industrial Devel opnent O ganization (UN DO,
OECD and ILO would facilitate the el aboration of a legally binding instrunment
on prior informed consent (see also para. 111 below). |LO had al so been

i nvolved in prelimnary discussions on possible neans for internationa

harnoni zati on of the classification and | abelling of chem cals.

41. WHO observed that, on 14 May 1993, the forty-sixth Wrld Health Assenbly
had adopted resolution 46.40, by which it decided to request the Internationa
Court of Justice to give an advisory opinion on the question whether, in view of
the health and environnental effects, the use of nuclear weapons by a State in
war or other armed conflict would be a breach of its obligations under
international law, including the WHO Constitution. Consequently, the
Director-General filed in the Registry of the Court on 3 Septenber 1993 said
request for an advisory opinion. WHO al so observed that it had held an

* Under paragraph 1 of this section of the progranme, internationa
organi zations, including the United Nations system of organizations and regi ona
organi zations, are invited to submt to the Secretary-Ceneral of the United
Nati ons sunmary informati on regarding the programme and results of their work
rel evant to the progressive devel opnment of international law and its
codification, including their suggestions for future work in their specialized
field, with an indication of the appropriate forumto undertake such work.
Simlarly, the Secretary-CGeneral is requested to prepare a report on rel evant
activities of the United Nations (see sect. 11l bel ow).

Under paragraph 2 of this section of the programe, States are invited, on
the basis of the information nentioned in paragraph 1, to submt suggestions for
consi deration by the Sixth Conmittee. |In particular, efforts should be nade to
identify areas of international |aw which m ght be ripe for progressive
devel opnent or codification
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inter-regional neeting at New Del hi from13 to 16 March 1995 regardi ng
preventi on and control of a plague epidem c, which, inter alia, considered the
need to revise any of the provisions of the International Health Regul ations.
Subsequently, the forty-eighth Wrld Health Assenbly adopted resol uti on WHA48. 7
of 12 May 1995, entitled "Revision and updating of the International Health
Regul ations”, in which it urged nmenber States to participate in the revision of
the International Health Regul ations and requested the Director-Ceneral to take
steps to prepare a revision of the Regulations for subm ssion to the Assenbly.
The Assenbly al so adopted resol uti on WHA48. 11 of 12 May 1995, entitled "An

i nternational strategy for tobacco control”, in which it requested the
Director-General to report to the forty-ninth World Health Assenbly on the
feasibility of developing an international instrument to be adopted by the
United Nations, taking into account existing trade conventi ons and ot her
treaties.

42. FAO indicated that it was el aborating an International Code of Conduct for
Responsi bl e Fi shing. Moreover, the 1983 International Undertaking on Pl ant
Genetic Resources was being revised, and the possibility that the revised text
m ght becone a protocol to the Convention on Biological D versity was being
consi dered. Further proposed action included the devel opnment of a holistic
normative framework to facilitate the cooperation of all concerned in neeting
conflicting demands on | and resources while avoiding | and degradation, as well
as the negotiation of regional or subregional cooperative agreenments on
nount ai ns, possibly leading to the devel opnent of a global mountain charter and
action plan.

43. OSCE stated that the Code of Conduct on Politico-Mlitary Aspects of
Security adopted at Budapest in Decenber 1994 was an inportant milestone on the
road | eading to cooperative security. The Code, reaffirm ng the continuing
validity of the conprehensive concept of security, set politically binding norns
and principles guiding the role of arnmed forces in denocratic societies and the
relation, anong States as well as the relations of States vis-a-vis their
nationals in the mlitary field. The Code underscored, inter alia, the

determ nation of participating States to act in solidarity if OSCE norns and
commitments were violated and to facilitate concerted responses to security
chal | enges they m ght face.

44, AALCC indicated that it continued to study the progress of work of both the
I nternational Law Conmm ssion and the United Nations Conm ssion on Internationa
Trade Law and to conment thereon as part of its nodest contribution to the
progressive devel opment and codification of international aw. The Consultative
Committee attached great significance to the itens currently on the agenda of
the International Law Conmi ssion, as they were of particular relevance to its
nenbers. The Conmittee further reported that its secretariat had drawn up node
| egislation on the rights and duties of refugees in the light of the codified
principles of international |aw and the practice of States in the region. The
secretariat would al so continue to exam ne the question of the establishnment of
safety zones for displaced persons in the country of origin.

45. I CRC pointed out that, following a neeting of technical experts (Geneva,
August 1990), Switzerland, the depositary State of the Geneva Conventions and
their Additional Protocols, had invited the States parties thereto to revise
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annex | of Additional Protocol I, relative to the identification of
installations and neans of medical transport. The proposed amendnents entered
into force on 1 March 1994 and covered the | atest technol ogi cal devel opnents
that facilitated the identification of means of nedical transport in tines of
arnmed conflict. Moreover, as part of the preparations for the Revi ew Conference
of the 1980 United Nations Convention on Certain Conventional Wapons, schedul ed
for Septenber-Cctober 1995, | CRC had participated in the work of governnenta
experts and had subm tted proposals on the regulation of the use of |and-m nes,
bl i ndi ng | aser weapons and ot her new weapons.

46. The International Bureau of the Permanent Court of Arbitration observed
that a Steering Commttee had been established to consider the possible revision
of the 1907 Convention on the Pacific Settlement of International D sputes.

47. 1CEL reported that it had cooperated over the past years with the
International Union for the Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources (I UCN)
and the Natural Resources Conmi ssion on Environmental Law on a draft

I nternational Covenant on Environnent and Devel opnent. The project ained at
consol idating major existing and enmerging legal principles relating to

envi ronnental conservation and sustai nabl e devel opment into an internationally
bi nding legal instrunent, thus contributing to the progressive devel opnent of
international environmental law. 1In 1994, the fifth and final draft was

conpl eted and the docunment was | aunched during the United Nati ons Congress on
Public International Law held in New York from 13 to 17 March 1995. It was al so
distributed at the third session of the Comm ssion on Sustainabl e Devel opment .
Mor eover, in cooperation with the 1UCN and the Natural Resources Environmental
Law Centre, UNESCO and I CRC, |CEL had continued preparatory work on drafting an
i nstrument designed to inprove the protection of the environnent in tinmes of
armed conflict.

D. Encouragenent of the teaching, study, dissem nation
and wi der appreciation of international |aw

1. Pronption of the United Nations Programe of Assistance
in the Teaching, Study, D ssen nation and Wder
Appreciation of International Law*

48. UNI TAR observed that 158 persons from 67 countries had filed applications
for the 1995 Hague Fel | owshi p Programre organi zed under the United Nations
Programme of Assistance in the Teaching, Study, D ssenination and W der

Appreci ation of International Law. Nom nations had been received fromfive
different regions: 66 fromAfrica, 50 from Asia and the Pacific, 26 fromLatin
America and the Cari bbean, 14 from Arab States and 2 from Europe. A Joint
Selection Conmittee under the chairmanship of the Legal Counsel of the United
Nations had awarded 18 fell owships. The training programme was to take place at

* Under paragraph 1 of this section of the programe, States and
other public or private bodies are encouraged to contribute to the strengthening
of the United Nations Progranme of Assistance in the Teaching, Study,

Di ssem nati on and Wder Appreciation of International Law
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The Hague, from3 July to 11 August 1995. Participants would attend the speci al
sem nars organi zed by UNITAR as well as selected | ectures on private and public
i nternational |aw held at the Hague Acadeny of International Law.

2. Pronotion of the teaching of international |aw for students
and teachers at schools and at hi gher education |evels and
international cooperation for that purpose*

49. UNEP pointed out that it continued its assistance to the law faculty of a
university in Sri Lanka for the devel opnent of a postgraduate programe in
environnental law, including international environmental |aw, expected to
commence in Cctober 1995. That was the first of UNEP' s projects regarding

assi stance for the devel opment of environnental law curricula in universities of
devel opi ng countri es.

50. UNESCO observed that it was preparing a manual for human rights teaching
for university-level use, which contained a chapter on humanitarian | aw and
human rights. It further stated that the network of UNESCO chairs on education
and training for human rights was especially active in the area of internationa
humani tarian | aw. Thus, the UNESCO chairs at N col as Copernicus University of
Torun, Pol and, and Conenius University of Bratislava, Slovakia, were carrying
out activities in this area in close cooperation with their national Red Cross
organi zations as well as ICRC. UNESCO al so published in 1994 the third edition
of the Wirld Directory of Human Rights Research and Training Institutions and
the fourth edition of the World Directory of Peace Research and Training
Institutions.

* Under paragraph 2 of this section of the progranme, States should
encourage their educational institutions to introduce courses in internationa
| aw for students studying |aw, political science, social sciences and other
rel evant disciplines; they should study the possibility of introducing topics of
international lawin the curricula of schools at the primary and secondary
| evel s. Cooperation between institutions at the university |evel anong
devel opi ng countries, on the one hand, and their cooperation with those of
devel oped countries on the other, should be encouraged.

Under paragraph 3, States shoul d consider convening conferences of experts
at the national and regional levels in order to study the question of preparing
nodel curricula and materials for courses in international |aw, training of
teachers in international |aw, preparation of textbooks on international |aw and
the use of modern technology to facilitate the teaching of and research in
i nternational |aw

Under paragraph 7, cooperation is encouraged anong devel opi ng countries, as
wel | as between devel oping countries, in particular anong those persons who are
involved in the practice of international |aw, for exchangi ng experience and for
nmut ual assistance in the field of international |aw including assistance in
provi di ng textbooks and nmanual s of international |aw.
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51. The Institute of International Law indicated that the Conmttee established
in 1991 to consider the question of the teaching of international |aw was
continuing its work under the guidance of its Rapporteur

Prof essor Ronald St. John Mdonal d.

52. The International Council of Environmental Law observed that, with the
assi stance of the Karl Schmitz Scholl Fund, it had set up a special fund for
| egal studies in the field of trade and the environnent.

53. The International Institute of Space Law of the International Astronautica
Federation reported that it had sponsored an international noot court
conpetition, naned in honour of Manfred Lachs, |ate Judge of the Internationa
Court of Justice. Prelimnary rounds had been held in Europe and in the United
States of Anerica, with the final conpetition being held as part of the annua
Conference of the Institute, and judged by three Judges of the Internationa
Court of Justice.

3. Oganization of and participation in international and regi ona
sem nars and synposia for experts on international |aw

54. The Cook Islands suggested that the United Nati ons convene a neeting of the
| egal advisers of the Mnistries of Foreign Affairs of small States to discuss
their role, the special operational and |ogistical problens they faced,

inter alia, regarding participation in the nmultilateral treaty-naking process
and the fulfilment of reporting obligations, and possible means to resol ve such
probl ems through cooperation at the regional and gl obal |evels.

55. UNCTAD observed that fromtime to time it organi zed senminars on the | ega
aspects of restrictive business practices, technology and maritime nulti-noda
transport.

56. UNEP stated that it had organized a working group of experts to discuss
liability and conpensation for environnmental damage frommlitary activities
(London, February 1995) as well as expert neetings to be held in 1995 and 1996
to discuss the concept, the requirements and the inplications of sustainable
devel opnent; conpliance inplenentation nechani sns; and di spute avoi dance and
settl enent procedures. These neetings were convened within the franmework of
studi es conducted by UNEP on the above issues.

57. ILOreported that it had organi zed the foll owi ng sem nars and workshops in
1995: a Central American subregional tripartite sem nar on the application of

i nternational |abour standards (11-22 Septenber); tripartite sem nars on
national |egislation and international |abour standards for sel ected
French-speaking African countries (24-28 April 1995, Libréville and 2-6 My,
Quagadougou); a subregional tripartite sem nar for econonmes in transition in

* Under paragraph 4 of this section of the programe, States, the
United Nations system of organizations and regi onal organizations shoul d
consi der organi zi ng sem nars, synposia, training courses, |ectures and neetings
and undertaki ng studi es on various aspects of international |aw
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East Asia on the pronotion of equality of opportunity and treatnent in

enpl oyment (24-28 April 1995, Thail and); a southern African subregi onal workshop
on international |abour standards relevant to wonen workers (Lilongwe); a
tripartite seminar on national |egislation and international |abour standards
for Portuguese-speaking African countries (30 May-2 June, Portugal); a Caribbean
subregi onal enpl oyers' semnar on international |abour standards
(Port-of-Spain); and an Asian-Pacific regional workers' education sem nar on
basi ¢ human rights and devel opnent (24-28 April, Manila). The Internationa
Training Centre of 1LO organi zed a sem nar on international |abour standards

(22 May-2 June, Turin/CGeneva) and a tripartite programe on the dissem nation of
such standards (2-11 Cctober, Mexico Gty).

58. UNESCO indicated that it had organi zed an international synposiumon the
right to humanitarian assistance from25 to 27 January 1995, at UNESCO
headquarters. Participants included jurists, theoreticians and participants in
i ntergovernnental, governmental and non-governnental humanitarian assi stance.
The synposium provided an opportunity to explore different aspects of the
concept of the right to humanitarian assistance, to consider the sudden growth
of ideas and guidelines for action in this area and to identify the nmain
directions and possible options for the various organi zati ons concer ned.
Furthernore, the UNESCO Chair of Human Rights and Denocracy in Myscow, in
cooperation with the Russian National Conm ssion for UNESCO and | CRC, organized
an international conference on international humanitarian | aw in Mbdscow on

25 April 1995.

59. AALCC stated that it had organi zed a sem nar on the question of an
international crimnal court in January 1995 which furnished a forumfor an

i nformal exchange of views on the draft adopted by the International Law
Comrission at its forty-sixth session. It also proposed to hold a sem nar on
international nuclear law in collaboration with the International Atom c Energy
Agency.

60. The International Institute of Humanitarian Law indicated that it had
organi zed the followi ng semnars and round tables: eleventh sem nar of European
governnental experts regarding the East-Wst European dial ogue on current
refugee problens and di spl aced persons; fifth seminar for Arab experts on
current problens of refugees in Arab countries; neeting of a group of experts on
current problens of mgration; and the twentieth international round table on
current problens of international humanitarian | aw (San Reno,

6-9 Septenber 1995).

61. The International Institute of Space Law of the International Astronautica
Federation pointed out that its annual colloquium had been held at the same tine
and place as the annual Congress of the Federation, which included a round table
on scientific and | egal questions. Currently, the follow ng issues, inter alia,
were being discussed by the Institute: intellectual property, space debris,
devel opnents in international organizations dealing with space matters,
verification and the common heritage of mankind. The Institute further observed
that it had established a nunber of standing committees and wor ki ng groups
dealing, inter alia, with the clarification of the legal term nology relating to
space activities and dispute settl enent.
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4, Training in international law for |egal professionals
and governnent officials organi zed by States and
international organizations*

62. Cyprus reported that the nanagenment courses which its Police Acadeny had
organi zed upon the pronotion of nmenbers of the Police Force to the post of

I nspector, Chief Inspector, Superintendent and Chief Superintendent had

i ncluded, in the curriculumfor the last two years, |ectures on the subject of
human rights. The precise theme of the | ectures was "lInternational conventions
and human rights” and they contained a detailed analysis of all conventions
concerning human rights, with particul ar enphasis on those to which the Republic
of Cyprus had becone a signatory and thereafter ratified by law. The first part
of the lectures covered the Charter of the United Nations and treati es,

decl arati ons, covenants, etc., under the United Nations regine as well as

i nternational agreements brought into operation by international organizations
such as the ILO  This included conventions covering a variety of human rights
as well as those focusing on specific rights such as racial discrimnation,
torture, etc. The second part dealt with conventions at the regional |evel
Particul ar attention was devoted to the ol dest one, the European Convention for
the Protection of Human Rights, since it had proved a unique international |ega
i nstrument both as regards the extent of the rights it protected as well as the
machinery for their inplementation. The lectures also dealt with other European
Conventions as well as the Organi zation of Security and Cooperation in Europe.
OnMng to the growing inportance attached to human rights and the keen interest
shown in the lectures, the idea of doubling their nunber was bei ng consi dered.
The lectures were given by an Oficer of the Legal Service of the Republic.

63. Cyprus also indicated that the International Association for the Protection
of Human Rights in Cyprus was a very active non-governnmental organization. It
organi zed | ectures, semnars and conferences on a regul ar basis covering various
aspects of the international |law of human rights. Enmnent jurists as well as

di stingui shed practising lawers in the field of international |aw from across
Eur ope participated in such conferences, naking val uable contributions. Through
such neetings the opportunity was given to Cypriot |awers and other |ega

* Under paragraph 5 of this section of the programe, States are
encouraged to organi ze special training in international |aw for |ega
prof essi onal s, including judges, and personnel of ministries of foreign affairs
and other relevant mnistries as well as mlitary personnel. The United Nations
Institute for Training and Research, the United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organi zation, The Hague Acadeny of International Law, the
International Institute of Humanitarian Law, regional organizations and the
International Conmittee of the Red Cross are invited to continue cooperating in
this respect with States

Under paragraph 6, and in connection with the training of mlitary
personnel, States are encouraged to foster the teaching and di ssem nation of the
princi pl es governing the protection of the environment in tinmes of arned
conflict and shoul d consider the possibility of making use of the guidelines for
mlitary manual s and instructions prepared by the International Committee of the
Red Cross.
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prof essional s to acquaint thensel ves better with the principles in this area.
The organi zation by the Association, on an al nost biannual basis in conjunction
with the Directorate of Human Rights of the Council of Europe, of a two-day
conference featuring distinguished speakers, was by now well| established. The
one held recently on 6 May 1995 on the topic of "Human rights in the energing
Eur opean order" covered the follow ng subjects: (a) European Convention on
Human Ri ghts and the Central and Eastern European countries; (b) effects of the
9th and 11th Protocols to the European Convention on Human Rights; (c) the

Eur opean Uni on and human rights: current issues and prospects; (d) energence of
particular protection of mnorities in Europe; and (e) problens regarding the

i mpl ement ati on of human rights norns in Europe. Contributions had been nade by
nenbers of the European Conmi ssion of Human Rights as well as professors of
international law fromthe United Ki ngdomof Great Britain and Northern Irel and,
Greece, etc. The conferences had proved very successful and the detailed

m nutes of their proceedings were published by the Association.

64. Oher activities of the Association for the Protection of Human Rights in
Cyprus included the issuance of a bulletin and a newsletter on current natters
in Cyprus and world affairs in the area of human rights. A sem nar organi zed by
the Association was to be held in Cctober 1995, in which jurists and professors
of international |aw holding seats in well-known universities in Europe woul d
participate. The sem nar would deal with the Report on Human Rights of the
State Departnment of the United States to the Congress, and in particular the
parts which concerned Cyprus, Greece and Turkey. The Association had al so
cal l ed on nmaj or establishnments, conpanies, etc., to provide funds for the

enl argenent of the library of the Association. The ultimte goal was for the
of fices of the Association to becone a Centre for International Law in Cyprus.
Serious thought was al so being given to the organi zation by the Association, in
cooperation with a university or an institute abroad, of two-nonth courses on

t he European Convention for the Protection of Human Rights, to cover a thorough
study of the rights protected, the procedure available with respect to

i ndi vi dual petitions and, generally, an effective exam nation of the whole
nmechani sm avai | abl e.

65. UNITAR indicated that it provided training to | egal professionals in a
variety of areas. |t thus organized the second training progranmme in
environnental law and policy in association with UNEP and the United Nations
Centre for Human Settlenents (Habitat), ainmed at enhanci ng endogenous capacity-
buil ding for inproved sustainabl e devel opnent. UN TAR al so organi zed jointly
with the International Peace Acadeny a Fell owship Programe in Peacenaki ng and
Preventive D pl omacy whi ch of fered advanced training in conflict analysis,

negoti ation and nediation to international and national civil servants w shing
to learn or refine these skills. The progranmme was based on the | atest

knowl edge in the field and was taught by distinguished experts from both
academ ¢ and applied settings, including current and fornmer United Nations
Secretariat staff. Devel opnent of a Case Handbook on Peacenaki ng and Preventive
Di pl onacy was al so planned. UN TAR, noreover, had organi zed a Training
Programme in Debt and Financial Mnagenent for senior officers, md-I|evel
nmanagers, |aw professors and | awers. The programe focused on the | ega
elenents in the overall process of international |oan negotiations, dealing in
particular with those clauses in a |oan agreenment of nost relevance to the
borrower and for which inprovenents could be sought in its favour. Fromtine to

/...
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time, UNITAR al so held high-Ievel awareness seninars for senior governnent
officials with a view to keeping them abreast of and involved in the nove
towards better debt and financial managenent through proper invol venent of

| awyers at every stage of the borrowi ng process. UN TAR had further devel oped a
trai ni ng package for workshops in nultilateral |oan negotiations. Regarding
international trade |aw, UNI TAR had organi zed a workshop on procedures for the
settlenent of trade disputes within the framework of the World Trade

Organi zation (WO for nenbers of permanent nissions in Geneva and, upon
request, in developing countries. Menbers of pernmanent mssions in Geneva could
al so attend a UNI TAR workshop on nultilateral treaty-nmaking as well as a seninar
on the practices and procedures of selected United Nations bodi es and

organi zations of the United Nations systembased in Geneva. A simlar semnar
was organi zed at Vi enna.

66. The United Nations International Drug Control Programe reported that it
carried out seminars to train judges and prosecutors in drug-related matters.

It al so organi zed and conducted regi onal |egal workshops to help States identify
and overcone | egal cooperation probl ens.

67. UNEP indicated that it provided officials fromdevel oping countries with
legal training in order to enhance their capacities in dealing with

i nternational environmental law, including the inplenentation of the conventions
and gui del i nes concluded under its auspices.

68. |LO observed that its International Training Centre in Turin had recently
publ i shed in French and Spanish a Trainers' Quide on International Labour

St andards and Devel opnent, al ready published in English in 1992 and in Arabic in
1994. A videot ape acconpanying the Trainers' @uide was also available in
Engl i sh, French and Spanish. A human rights reporting package conprising a
Manual on Human Rights Reporting, a Trainers' @uide on Hunan Ri ghts Reporting
and a pocket guide on Basic Human Ri ghts Instrunents was al so due to be
published in 1995 in English and French by the Turin Centre.

69. ICRC indicated that as part of the followup to the Internationa
Conference for the Protection of War Victinms (Geneva, 1993), the neeting of the
i ntergovernnental group of experts for the protection of war victinms which had
net at Geneva in January 1995 adopted a recomendation calling upon ICRC to
prepare, inter alia, in cooperation with experts from various geographica

regi ons, a nodel manual for armed forces on the |l aw of international and
non-international armed conflicts. To that end, a nmeeting of governnent experts
m ght be convened in 1996. The experts' future work on the nodel manual woul d
al so include an exam nation of the guidelines for mlitary manuals and
instructions on the protection of the environment in tines of armed conflict.

70. The International Institute of Humanitarian Law reported that it had
organi zed in 1995 five courses on international humanitarian |aw for armed
forces. It had al so organized two refugee | aw courses for governnment officials.

71. The International Institute of Space Law of the International Astronautica
Federation stated that it had been organizing for a nunber of years a symposi um
on space law matters for the del egates and staff attending the nmeetings of the
Legal Subcommttee of the Commttee on the Peaceful Uses of Quter Space. The

/...
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topic of the 1995 programe was technical and policy issues related to the use
of the space environnent.

5. Publication of the practice of States and international and
regional organizations in the field of international |aw*

72. The United Nations International Drug Control Programme reported that it
col l ected national drug control |aws and regul ati ons, published themto ensure
mut ual di scl osure anmong parties and prepared an annual anal ytical index of such
legislation allowing for easy retrieval of the |aws' contents.

73. UNEP observed that, in order to inform Governnents and ot her relevant
parties regularly about its activities in the field of environnmental law, it had
started issuing a Biannual Bulletin of Environmental Law, which contained

i nformati on on UNEP's work on international |egal instruments, in particular

| egislation, as well as information on recent activities of convention
secretariats adm ni stered by UNEP.

74. 1LOindicated that it would publish in 1995 a revised Manual of Procedures
relating to International Labour Conventions and Reconmendations. A new edition
of the ILO computer-based system of |ILO Conventions and Reconmendati ons and
recent practice of |ILO supervisory bodies (ILOLEX) had been issued earlier in
the year, holding 56,000 full-text docunments. A new edition of I|LCOLEX

i ncluding all general surveys on |law and practice under selected |ILO Conventions
and Recommendations of the Committee of Experts on the Application of
Conventi ons and Reconmendations as from 1985, would be issued during 1996. The
nost recent general survey, concerning the Termination of Enployment Convention
(No. 158) and Reconmendation (No. 166), 1982, was exam ned by the Conmttee of
Experts in February 1995 and published in April 1995. A general survey on the
Di scrimnation (Enploynment and Cccupation) Convention (No. 111) woul d be

exam ned by the Commttee of Experts at its next nmeeting in Decenber 1995, with
publication expected for early 1996. |LOLEX information sem nars were organi zed
t hroughout the year in various regions.

75. UNESCO observed that an informati on docunent was el aborated for each
session of the General Conference on the standard-setting activities of the
Organi zati on.

76. FAO reported that it had issued the publication "Water policy and
| egislation review and reform selected country experiences (Australia (state
of Victoria), Chile, England and Wl es, France)".

77. The International Council of Environnmental Law stated that, in partnership
with the Environnental Law Centre of IUCN, it maintai ned what was probably the
worl d's nost extensive collection of docunents on environnental |aw and policy
(international treaties, supranational instrunents, national |egislation, soft

* Under paragraph 8 of this section of the programe, States and
i nternational and regional organi zati ons shoul d endeavour to publish, if they
have not al ready done so, summaries, repertories or yearbooks of their practice.

/...



A/ 50/ 368
Engl i sh
Page 28

law, literature and docunments of international organizations, especially the
United Nations system). Material was collected fromall countries and in all

| anguages in order to maintain as broad a coverage as possible. Bibliographic
references to the docunents were entered into the conputerized Environnmental Law
Information System (ELIS) data bank. ELIS was a special sectoral source for the
UNEP i nformation referral service | NFOTERRA. Upon request, it also carried out
information retrieval for the United Nations and its specialized agenci es.

78. The International Institute of Space Law of the International Astronautica
Federation stated that it would publish a collection of national judicial
decisions relating to space activities.

6. Publication by States and international organi zations
of international legal instrunents and | egal studies*

79. UNI TAR observed that it had just published the fifth, entirely revised
edition of Shabtai Rosenne's conprehensive study on the structure and
functioning of the International Court of Justice, entitled The Wrld Court:
VWhat it is and how it works. Moreover, publication is expected shortly of the
report on a research project conducted by the coordi nator of the UN TAR/ | PA
Fel | owshi p Programe in Peacemaki ng and Preventive Dipl omacy on the topic "The
United Nations as a dispute settlenent system inproving nechanisns for the
prevention and resolution of conflicts"

80. UNESCO stated that it had published in 1994: "Human rights: principa
international instrunments (as of 31 May 1994); The Universal Declaration of
Human Rights: Forty-fifth Anniversary, 1948-1993"; the second edition of Access
to Human Ri ghts Docunentation: Docunentation, Bibliographies and Data Base on
Human Rights; and Jiri Toman, La protection des biens culturels en cas de
conflit arnmé (Commentaire de |a Convention de La Haye du 14 mai 1954).

81. FAO reported that it had published the follow ng studies: "Evaluation des
i npacts sur |'environnement pour un dével oppenent rural durable: étude
juridique"; "Régime juridique du contrdle et de la certification de la qualité
des denrées alinentaires: puissance publique et producteurs"; "Preparing
national regulations for water resources managenent - Principles and practice"
"Le droit international et |'aménagenent du littoral"; and "Legal and
institutional aspects of integrated coastal area nanagenent in nationa

| egi slation". Moreover, research was in progress on the |egal aspects of
privatization of water services, with enphasis on irrigation water use, and on
customary water rights in African countries, which would be published in the

Legi sl ative Studies series.

82. AALCC observed that the reports of its annual sessions continued to be
publ i shed, al so including research studies prepared by the secretariat on sel ect

* Under paragraph 9 of this section of the programe, States and
i nternational organi zations shoul d encourage the publication of inportant
i nternational |egal instrunents and studies by highly qualified publicists,
bearing in mnd the possibility of assistance from private sources.
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topics. The Consultative Committee al so published the outcome and proceedi ngs
of the special neeting on developing |legal and institutional guidelines for
privatization and post-privatization regulatory framework, held at Tokyo in
January 1994, which included the draft text of such guidelines. The Secretariat
had taken steps to ensure the w dest possible dissem nation of the above
publications in the Afro-Asian region

83. The International Bureau of the Permanent Court of Arbitration indicated
that, as part of a continuing progranme ained at pronoting awareness of the
Court and its services, it had sent copies of the PCA Optional Rules to the

| egal advisers of the mnistries of foreign affairs of all States Menbers of the
United Nations, as well as to the |legal advisers of the major internationa
organi zations and a | arge nunber of private | awers. The proceedi ngs of the
first conference of nmenbers of the Court (Septenber 1993), published early in
1994, had al so been widely distributed. The International Bureau had al so
contributed papers and articles on the Court to a nunber of conferences and
publications, including a conference on "International |egal issues arising
under the United Nations Decade of International Law' in Doha, Qatar,

(March 1994); UN Forum 94/1, the publication of the Dutch Association for the
United Nations; the Yearbook Commercial Arbitration; the Venice Conference on
the Environnent; the XillIth nmeeting of the International Association of Law

Li brari ans (The Hague, Septenber 1994); and the Leiden Journal of Internationa
Law.

84. ICRC reported that the work of experts on the |aw of war at sea, which had
begun in 1987, had led to the adoption in 1994 of the San Renb manual on
international law applicable to arned conflicts at sea and an annex entitled
Expl anati on. |CRC had taken an active part in that work, and the Manual could
be viewed as a nodern version of the Oxford manual on the |laws of naval war
adopted by the Institute of International Lawin 1913. |In addition to State
practice, the new Manual took into account devel opnments in nodern technol ogy and
their effects in certain areas governed by international |aw, such as the air,
the sea and the environment.

85. ICEL indicated that it had issued the follow ng publications: the journa
Envi ronnmental policy and | aw, which highlighted current devel opments in the
field; a l|oose-leaf collection entitled International environnental |aw
nultilateral treaties - in cooperation with the Environnental Law Centre of the
IUCN;, a | oose-leaf collection entitled International Environmental Soft Law, a

| oose-leaf collection entitled Conservation in Sustainable Devel opnent (fornerly
International Protection of the Environnent); the bibliography I CEL References;
and the nonthly Environnental Notes for Parlianentarians - in cooperation with
the Inter-Parlianmentary Union

86. The International Institute of Space Law of the International Astronautica
Federati on pointed out that the American Institute of Aeronautics and
Astronautics published the proceedings of its annual coll oquium
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7. Wder publication of the judgenents and advi sory opini ons of
international courts and tribunals and sunmaries thereof*

87. Updating of the publication Sunmaries of the Judgnents, Advisory Qpinions
and Orders of the International Court of Justice (1949-1991) to cover the period
1992- 1995 is already under way, and is to be conpleted during the present term
of the Decade.

8. Publication by international organizations of treaties
concl uded under their auspices., publication of the
United Nations Treaty Series and the United Nations
Juridical Yearbook**

88. UNEP reported that it dissemnated the texts of international |ega

i nstruments concl uded under UNEP' s auspices as well as a biannual Register of
International Treaties and Other Agreenents in the Field of the Environnent to
Governments, intergovernnental and non-governnental organizations and, upon
request, to universities, research institutions and students. It had thus

di ssem nated the recently adopted Code of Ethics on the International Trade in
Chemicals to regional and national industry associations throughout the world,
to all governments and to rel evant intergovernnental and non-governnenta

or gani zati ons.

89. ILO observed that an updated edition of its conpendi um of |nternationa
Labour Conventions and Recommendati ons woul d be published in [ ate August 1995,
to be foll owed by updated editions in French and Spani sh.

90. UNESCO indicated that it had published the Convention for the Protection of
Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict and its Protocol and had
distributed it widely in a four-language version to intergovernnmenta

organi zations, del egations and national comm ssions, and al so to research

* Under paragraph 10 of this section of the programme, the
Secretary-General of the United Nations, in cooperation with the Registry of the
International Court of Justice, is encouraged to update the publication
Summaries of the Judgnents, Advisory pinions and Orders of the Internationa
Court of Justice (1949-1991), in all the official |anguages of the O ganization
and within the existing overall |evel of appropriations.

Under paragraph 11, international courts and tribunals, including the
Eur opean Court of Human Rights and the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, are
invited to dissemnate nore widely their judgenents and advi sory opinions, and
to consider preparing thematic or anal ytical summaries thereof.

*x Under paragraph 12 of this section of the programre, internationa
organi zations are requested to publish treaties concluded under their auspices,
if they have not yet done so. Tinely publication of the United Nations Treaty
Series is encouraged and efforts directed towards adopting an el ectronic form of
publication should be continued. Tinely publication of the United Nations
Juridical Yearbook is also encouraged.
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est abl i shnents, universities, non-governmental organizations and individuals
who, for professional reasons, were concerned with international and public |aw.
Mor eover, it published periodically an updated supplement to the publication

UNESCO s Standard-Setting |nstrunents.

91. Efforts have continued to be nmade to elimnate the backlog in the
publication of the United Nations Juridical Yearbook. The 1990 and 1986
editions canme out in 1993 and 1994, respectively, and the 1991, 1992 and 1987
editions are in the press. The cal endar of production of subsequent editions
provi des for subm ssion of the 1993 edition by the end of 1995, the 1994 and
1988 editions in 1996 and the 1995 and 1989 editions in 1997. This cal endar,
under whi ch work proceeds sinmultaneously at both ends, will, it is to be hoped,
make it possible to bridge the gap and elininate the backl og by the end of 1997
while at the same tinme keeping readers of the Yearbook abreast of contenporary
devel opnent s.

92. Wth the objective of ensuring an effective service by providi ng easy
access to its treaty collection (over 40,000 at present), the Treaty Section of
the Ofice of Legal Affairs is rapidly advancing its progranme of
conputerization of the United Nations Treaty Series. Funding has been approved
by the General Assenmbly for the current bienniumto convert the text of the
Treaty Series to optical disk format and to provide on-line access to text and
editorial data to Menber States and other users. The project is expected to be
conpl eted by the end of 1995.

93. The publication Miltilateral Treaties deposited with the Secretary-General

Status as at [31 Decenber of each year], which is now avail able on el ectronic
format, will be accessible on-line to Menber States and other users in the
course of 1995. This project is being inplenmented in conjunction with the

El ectronic Services Division Internet access. Consideration is being given to
| evying a fee fromusers.

E. Procedures and organi zational aspects

1. Role of the Sixth Conmttee of the General Assenbly
of the United Nations

94. No comments to be reported under this heading.
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2. The United Nations Congress on Public International Law

95. Pursuant to General Assenbly resolutions 48/ 30 of 9 Decenmber 1993 and 49/50
of 9 Decenber 1994, the Secretariat proceeded, w thin existing resources and
taking into account the guidance provided at the forty-eighth and forty-ninth
sessions of the CGeneral Assenbly, with the organization of the United Nations
Congress on Public International Law and kept Menber States inforned of the
status of the preparations. The Congress was held at United Nations
Headquarters from 13 to 17 March 1995, during the year of the celebration of the

Organi zation's fiftieth anniversary, under the general thenme: "Towards the
twenty-first century: international law as a | anguage for internationa
relations". The purpose of the Congress was, inter alia, to assist the |ega

profession, the international community, in particular, States that have
recently joined it, and the general public in neeting the challenges and
expectati ons of the present-day world.

96. The Congress was organi zed within the framework of the United Nations
Decade of International Law and it marked the Decade's ni d-point.

Consequently, the four ains of the Decade were reflected in four of the five
topi cs which were chosen for the plenary neetings of the Congress. The first
topi c, which provided the thenme for the first day of the Congress, concerned
"The principles of international law. theoretical and practical aspects of
their pronotion and inplenentation". The topic selected for the second day of
the Congress was entitled "Means of peaceful settlenent of disputes between
States, including resort to and full respect for the International Court of
Justice". The topic of the third day was entitled "Conceptual and practica
aspects of the codification and progressive devel opnent of international |aw
new devel opnents and priorities". The topic for the fourth day was "New
approaches to research, education and training in the field of international |aw
and its wider appreciation". Finally, the fifth day of the Congress was devoted
to the thene "Towards the twenty-first century: new challenges and
expect ati ons".

97. The Congress, a unique event in the history of the United Nations, was
opened by the Legal Counsel of the United Nations and closed with an address by
the Secretary-General of the Organization. |t offered participants, including
nenbers of parliaments, diplomats and ot her governnment officials, nmenbers of
international courts and tribunals, national and international judges,
arbitrators, practising | awers, professors of international |aw and other
nenbers of acadene representing all geographical regions of the world an
opportunity to exchange views on the codification, progressive devel oprent and

* By paragraph 10 of General Assenbly resolution 48/30, the Assenbly
decided that a United Nations Congress on Public International Law should be
held in 1995. By paragraph 9 of its resolution 49/50 and paragraph 3 of this
section of the programme, the Assenbly requested the Secretary-CGeneral to
proceed with the organization of the Congress to be held from13 to
17 March 1995, within existing resources and assisted by voluntary
contributions, taking into account the guidance provided at the forty-eighth and
forty-ninth sessions of the General Assenbly, and to keep the Menber States
i nforned of the status of the preparations.
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i npl enentation of public international |law, both in theory and in practice, as
well as on its teaching and di ssem nation

98. The Secretariat is currently conpiling the proceedi ngs of the Congress.

3. Establishnent of national, subregional and regi ona
committees for inplenentation of the programe*

99. The Cook Islands pointed out that while there was no society of

i nternational |aw yet established in the Cook I|Islands, the Government of the
Cook Islands had followed with interest devel opnments relating to the Decade and
del i berations within the United Nations in relation thereto.

4., Question of the provision of adequate financing for the
inpl erentation of the programme for the Decade**

100. Wth reference to paragraph 7 of General Assenbly resolution 49/50, in

whi ch the Assenbly appeal ed, inter alia, to international organizations to nmake
financial contributions or contributions in kind for the purpose of facilitating
the inplenentati on of the programme for the third termof the Decade
(1995-1996), UNESCO i ndicated that it was pursuing this objective on a genera

| evel through the pronotion of international cooperation in the field of
international law, and nore specifically, was distributing its numerous
publications world w de.

* Under paragraph 5 of this section of the progranme, States are
encouraged to establish, as necessary, national, subregional and regiona
conmittees which may assist in the inplenentation of the programre for the
Decade.

*x Under paragraph 6 of this section of the progranmme, it is recognized
that, within the existing overall |evel of appropriations, adequate financing
for the inplenmentation of the programme for the Decade is necessary and shoul d
be provided. Voluntary contributions from Governnents, internationa
organi zations and ot her sources, including the private sector, woul d be usefu
and are strongly encouraged. To this end, the establishnent of a trust fund to
be adm nistered by the Secretary-General mght be considered by the Genera
Assenbl y.
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1. ACTIVITIES OF THE UNI TED NATI ONS RELEVANT TO
THE PROGRESSI VE DEVELOPMENT OF | NTERNATI ONAL
LAWAND | TS CODI FI CATI ON

A. The lawrelating to human rights

Commi ssion on Human Rights - Subcommi ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation and
Protection of Mnorities

101. Currently, the Conmm ssion on Human Rights is working, on the basis of a
study and a draft body of principles elaborated by the Subcomm ssion, on a draft
declaration on the rights and responsibilities of individuals, groups and organs
of society to pronote and protect universally recognized human rights and
fundanmental freedons; it is also working on a declaration on the rights of

i ndi genous peoples on the basis of a draft prepared by the Subcomm ssion. The
Conmi ssion is, noreover, elaborating a draft optional protocol to the Convention
agai nst Torture and Gt her Cruel, Inhuman or Degradi ng Treatnent or Punishnent,
designed to establish a preventive systemof visits to places of detention. It
is al so working on an optional protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the
Child on the involvement of children in armed conflicts and on a possible
optional protocol to the sane Convention on the sale of children, child
prostitution and child pornography. The Commission is further considering the
guestion of the elaboration, on the basis of a study prepared by the

Subconmi ssion, of a third optional protocol to the International Covenant on
Cvil and Political Rights ainmed at guaranteeing under all circunstances the
right to a fair trial and a renedy, as well as the question of mnimum
humani t ari an st andar ds.

102. The Subcomm ssion is studying a nunber of questions, such as the right to
restitution, conpensation and rehabilitation for victins of gross violations of
human rights and fundanental freedonms and human rights and the environment.

Conmi ssion on the Status of Wnen

103. The Comm ssion is considering the el aboration of a draft optional protoco
to the Convention on the Elimnation of Al Fornms of Discrimnation against
Wbrren that woul d introduce the right of individuals to petition the treaty's
nmoni toring body in cases of violations of the Convention

B. The lawrelating to disarmanent

Conf erence of the Parties to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear
Weapons

104. The 1995 Revi ew and Extension Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on
the Non-Proliferation of Nucl ear Weapons deci ded on 11 May to extend the Treaty
indefinitely. The Conference al so adopted texts on strengthening the revi ew
process for the Treaty, on principles and objectives for nucl ear
non-proliferation and di sarmanment and on the creation of a zone free of nuclear
and ot her weapons of mass destruction in the Mddl e East.
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Conf erence on D sar manent

105. The Conference on Disarmanent is currently working on the el aboration of a
conprehensive and verifiable nuclear test-ban treaty. It also recently
establ i shed an ad hoc committee for the negotiation of a treaty on the

prohi bition of the production of fissile material for nucl ear weapons and ot her
nucl ear expl osi ve devices. The Conference is further pursuing its deliberations
on effective international arrangenments to assure non-nucl ear-weapon States

agai nst the use or threat of use of nucl ear weapons.

C. The lawrelating to outer space

106. The Legal Subconmittee of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Quter Space
is currently continuing, inter alia, its consideration of matters relating to
the definition and delimtation of outer space and to the character and
utilization of the geostationary orbit, including consideration of ways and
means to ensure the rational and equitable use of the geostationary orbit

wi thout prejudice to the role of the International Tel ecomunication Union, as
well as its consideration of the |egal aspects related to the application of the
principle that the exploration and utilization of outer space should be carried
out for the benefit and in the interest of all States, taking into particul ar
account the needs of devel oping countries.

D. The lawrelating to econom c devel opnent

United Nations Conference on Trade and Devel opnent

107. The Joint UNCTAD/ International Maritime O ganization (1M

I ntergovernnental G oup of Experts on Maritinme Liens and Mortgages and Rel at ed
Subj ects, at its seventh session, held at Geneva from5 to 9 Decenber 1994,
began the consideration of the possible review of the 1952 Internationa
Convention for the Unification of Certain Rules Relating to the Arrest of
Seagoi ng Shi ps.

108. The United Nations Conference on Natural Rubber adopted the Internationa
Nat ural Rubber Agreenent on 17 February 1995.

E. The lawrelating to international trade

United Nations Commi ssion on International Trade Law

109. The United Nations Commi ssion on International Trade Law adopted at its
twenty-ei ghth session a draft convention on i ndependent guarantees and stand- by
letters of credit. UNCITRAL is also continuing work on a draft nodel |aw on

| egal aspects of electronic data exchange in international trade.
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F. The lawrelating to crine prevention and crinnal justice

110. The Comm ssion on Crime Prevention and Crimnal Justice is considering the
guestion of the elaboration of a convention on transnational crimes not already
covered by existing international instrunments and a convention against illicit
trafficking in children. It is also working on a draft code of conduct ained at
preventing the corruption of public officials.

G The lawrelating to environnment

Uni ted Nations Environnent Programme

111. UNEP is continuing its work towards the devel opnent of an internationa
legally binding instrument for the application of the prior inforned consent
procedure for certain hazardous chemicals in international trade, in cooperation
with other relevant international organizations and taking into account the need
to harnoni ze the provisions of such an instrument with relevant internationa
trade rules (see also para. 40 above).

112. Regarding protection of the marine environnent, the d obal Programe of
Action for the Protection of the Marine Environment from Land-based Activities,
expected to be adopted at an intergovernnental conference on the subject to be
held in Washington, D.C., from 23 Cctober to 3 Novenber 1995, would contribute
to the effective inplenentation of relevant provisions of the 1982 United

Nati ons Convention on the Law of the Sea and various regional maritine
conventions and protocol s.

113. UNEP assisted, through its coordinating role, in the devel opnment of the

Lusaka Agreenent on Cooperative Enforcement Operations directed at |llegal Trade
in WId Fauna and Flora, concluded on 9 Septenber 1994, which is the first

regi onal agreenent on enforcenment neasures to counter illegal trade in wildlife
in Africa.

114. UNEP is further preparing a study on the need for and feasibility of new
i nternational environmental instrunments ainmed at sustai nabl e devel oprent.

H The law of the sea

115. The significant devel opnent in the area of the |aw of the sea during 1995
centred around the establishment of the three institutions called for under the
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea. The other nmjor devel opnent
during the year was the adoption of the Agreenent for the inplementation of the
provi sions of the Convention relating to the conservati on and managenent of
straddling fish stocks and highly mgratory fish stocks.

116. The Convention authorizes the establishment of three new institutions, the
I nternational Seabed Authority, the International Tribunal for the Law of the
Sea and the Comm ssion on the Limts of the Continental Shelf.
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117. Two organi zati onal neetings of the Assenbly of the International Seabed
Authority were held during 1995. At the first nmeeting, held from27 February to
17 March, the Assenbly elected its President and adopted its rules of procedure.
The Assenbly al so devoted substantial attention to the conposition and el ection
of the nenbers of the Council but was unable to conme to a final agreement on the
matter. The second neeting, which constituted the third and final part of the
first session of the Assenbly, was held in Jamaica from7 to 18 August 1995. At
that neeting the Assenbly was expected to set up the Council and el ect the
Secretary-Ceneral of the Authority. The Council is one of the two nmain organs
of the Authority, the other being the Assenbly. The Assenbly consists of all
the parties to the Convention as well as all those States which have agreed to
the provisional application of the 1994 Agreenent relating to the inplenentation
of Part Xl of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea. 2/ The
Council will consist of 36 nmenbers elected by the Assenbly, reflecting four main
elements: States with a special interest in deep seabed m ning, such as the

| argest consuners or |argest producers of the categories of mnerals to be m ned
fromthe seabed; States that have pioneered | arge investnents and activity in
the Area; devel oping countries with special interests, such as |and-Iocked or
popul ous States; and an equitabl e geographical representation, as well as a

bal ance between devel oped and devel opi ng States.

118. Two Meetings of States Parties to the Convention were schedul ed for 1995,
to deal with organizational matters and practical arrangenents for the
establishment of the Tribunal. An earlier Meeting of States Parties was held in
Novenber 1994 at which a decision was taken to postpone once only the el ection
of the judges, bearing in mnd the desire to achieve universal participation in
the Convention and the provisions of annex VI, articles 2 and 3, of the
Convention. 3/ The Meeting al so decided that the elections of judges for the
Tri bunal would be held on 1 August 1996 and requested the Secretary-Ceneral to
designate a United Nations staff nenber to be charged wi th making preparations
of a practical nature for the organi zation of the Tribunal, including the
establishnent of a library. That request was subsequently endorsed by the
Ceneral Assenbly.

119. The States parties held the second Meeting in New York from 15 to

19 May 1995 and deci ded on a series of organizational matters, including the

of ficial |anguages of the Tribunal, which will be English and French. The
States parties also decided to discuss the initial budget of the Tribunal at the
next Meeting, which will be held in New York from 27 Novenber to

1 Decenber 1995. 4/

120. The third institution envisaged under the Law of the Sea Convention is the
Conmmi ssion on the Limts of the Continental Shelf. A neeting of group of
experts is scheduled to be held in New York from 11 to 14 Septenber 1995 in
order to assist the Secretariat in finalizing the working papers which woul d
facilitate the start-up activities of the Commission. The States parties wll
meet in New York on 29 April to 10 May 1996 to el ect the nenbers of the
Conmi ssi on.

121. Another mmjor developrment in the |law of the sea was the adoption on
4 August 1995 of the Agreenent for the Inplenmentation of the Provisions of the
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea of 10 Decenber 1982 relating to

l...



A/ 50/ 368
Engl i sh
Page 38

t he Conservation and Managenent of Straddling Fish Stocks and H ghly Mgratory
Fish Stocks. 5/ The Agreenent was el aborated by the United Nations Conference
on Straddling Fish Stocks and Highly Mgratory Fish Stocks, which had been
convened by the General Assenbly in response to a reconmendation of the United
Nat i ons Conference on Environnment and Devel opnment in its Agenda 21, chapter 17
programe area C

122. The el enents of the Agreenent are the foll ow ng:

- Basi c principles and minimuminternational standards for the
conservation and nmanagenent of the fish stocks;

- ol igations to ensure the conmpatibility of neasures taken both within
and outsi de areas under national jurisdiction

- Ef fective nmechani sns for securing conpliance and enforcenent of
regionally and gl obally agreed management neasures through enhanced
flag State duties and a schene for boarding and i nspection by non-fl ag
States on the high seas;

- A globally agreed franework for stronger regional cooperation in the
conservation and nmanagenent of fisheries resources, taking into
account the requirenents of devel oping States

- A conpul sory bi nding dispute settlenment nmechani smwhich relies
essentially on the UNCLOS system

123. The Agreenent will be opened for signature on 4 Decenber 1995 and will

enter into force 30 days after the date of the deposit of the thirtieth
instrument of ratification or accession

I. Wrk of the International Law Comm SSion

124. At its forty-seventh session, the Conm ssion dealt with all the topics on
its agenda.

125. As regards the draft Code of Crinmes against the Peace and Security of

Manki nd, the Conmi ssion received fromthe Drafting Conmmttee a nunber of
articles adopted on second reading by the Conmttee. Noting, however, that
those texts were of an interimcharacter and should in any event be acconpanied
by conmentaries, it decided to defer the final adoption of the texts in question
until after the Drafting Commttee had conpleted its second readi ng of the
entire draft.

126. In connection with the topic "State responsibility" the Comm ssion, after
consi dering the Special Rapporteur's seventh report which was devoted to the
question of the | egal consequences of internationally wongful acts
characterized as crimes in article 19 of Part One of the draft, decided to refer
the draft articles contained therein to the Drafting Conmttee. The Conm ssion
furthernmore adopted for inclusion in Part Three of the draft a set of seven
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articles and an annex thereto on the settlenment of disputes arising out of the
interpretation and application of the future convention on the topic.

127. Concerning the topic "International liability for injurious consequences
arising out of acts not prohibited by international |aw', the Conm ssion, after
considering the tenth and el eventh reports of the Special Rapporteur

established a Wrking Goup under the topic to deal with the identification of
dangerous activities. The conclusions of the Wrking Goup were endorsed by the
Commi ssion in an amended form The Commission furthernore adopted four articles
concerning the general principles applicable in this area of the |aw, nanely
articles A (Freedomof action and the linmts thereto), B (Prevention) and D
(Cooperation) plus, as a working hypothesis, article Con liability and
reparation.

128. The Conmi ssion also started its consideration of two new topics, nanely,
"The law and practice relating to reservations to treaties" and "State
succession and its inpact on the nationality of natural and | egal persons".

129. As to its future programre of work, the Conm ssion decided to propose to
the General Assenbly "D plomatic protection” as a new topic for inclusioninits
agenda and to prepare a feasibility study on the topic provisionally entitled
"Rights and duties of States for the protection of the environment".

J. Wrk of the Special Commttee on the Charter of the
United Nations and on the Strengthening of the Role
of the Organization

130. At its 1995 session, the Special Commttee continued its work on the basis
of the mandate contained in paragraph 4 of General Assenbly resol ution 49/58 of
9 Decenber 1994. It conpleted and subnmitted to the Assenbly for consideration
draft United Nations Mddel Rules for the Conciliation of D sputes between
States. The Special Conmittee also continued its work on the question of the

i npl enentati on of the Charter provisions related to assistance to third States
affected by the application of sanctions under Chapter VIl of the Charter. 1In
addition, it exam ned the question of the deletion of the eneny State cl auses of
the Charter, and started consideration of a proposal on establishment of a

di spute settlenent service offering or responding with its services early in

di sput es.

K. Wrk of the Sixth Committee

131. As regards the progressive devel opment of international law and its
codification, the Sixth Commttee, at the forty-ninth session of the Genera
Assenbly, conpleted the el aboration of what subsequently becane the Convention
on the Safety of United Nations and Associ ated Personnel, adopted by the Genera
Assenbly on 9 Decenber 1994.

132. Concerning the draft statute for an international crimnal court el aborated
in 1994 by the International Law Comm ssion, the General Assenbly decided, on
the recommendation of the Sixth Conmittee, to establish an ad hoc Committee to

l...
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review the maj or substantive and admi nistrative issues arising out of the draft
and, in the light of that review, to consider arrangenents for the convening of
an international conference of plenipotentiaries (resolution 49/53 of

9 Decenber 1994). The Conmittee nmet from3 to 13 April and from 14 to

25 August 1995.

133. As regards the draft articles on the |law of the non-navigational uses of

i nternational watercourses also originating in the International Law Comm ssion
the General Assenbly decided that, at the beginning of its fifty-first session
the Sixth Committee shall convene from?7 to 25 Cctober 1996 as a Wrking G oup
of the Wole to el aborate a franework convention on the |aw of the

non- navi gati onal uses of international watercourses on the basis of the draft
articles and in the light of the witten comments and observations of States and
views expressed in the debate at the forty-ninth session of the Assenbly
(resolution 49/52 of 9 Decenber 1994).

134. Wth respect to the draft articles on the jurisdictional immunities of
States and their property conpleted by the International Law Comm ssion in 1991
the General Assenbly accepted the recomendati on of the Comm ssion for the
conveni ng of an international conference to conclude a convention on the subject
and decided to resune at its fifty-second session consideration of the issues of
substance arising out of the draft articles, in the light of the reports of the
Worki ng Group on the subject and the conments subnitted by States thereon, and
to determine, at its fifty-second or fifty-third session, the arrangenents for
the conference (resolution 49/61 of 9 Decenber 1994).

135. The CGeneral Assenbly, on the recomendati on of the Sixth Commttee, also
adopted two declarations: the Declaration on Measures to Elimnate
International Terrorism(resolution 49/60 of 9 Decenber 1994) and the

Decl aration on the Enhancenent of Cooperation between the United Nations and
Regi onal Arrangenents or Agencies in the Miintenance of International Peace and
Security, elaborated within the franework of the Special Conmmttee on the
Charter (resolution 49/57 of 9 Decenber 1994).

Not es

1/ The Convention, opened for signature on 15 Decenber 1992, entered into
force on 5 Decenber 1994 with 12 ratifications.

2/ See A/ 49/323, paras. 175 and 176.
3/ See SPLOS/ 3, para. 10.
4/ See SPLOS/ 4, para. 43.

5/ A/ CONF. 164/ 37.



