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A. Request contained in the draft resolution

1. By operative paragraphs 2, 7 and 8 of draft resolution A/C.6/58/L.18, the
General Assembly would:

(a) Decide that the Special Committee shall hold its next session from 29
March to 8 April 2004;

(b) Commend the Secretary-General for his continued efforts to reduce the
backlog in the publication of the Repertory of Practice of United Nations Organs,
and endorse the efforts of the Secretary-General to eliminate the backlog in the
publication of the Repertoire of the Practice of the Security Council;

(c) Encourage the Secretary-General in his continuous efforts to eliminate
the backlog in the Repertory of Practice of United Nations Organs and in the
Repertoire of the Practice of the Security Council, including by exploring options
involving cooperation with academic institutions as a means to achieve this aim
without prejudice to the continuation of their timely publications;
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B. Relationship of the request to the programme of work

2. The request contained in operative paragraph 2 of the draft resolution is related
to (a) subprogramme 3, Progressive development and codification of international
law, of Programme 5 of the medium-term plan for the period 2002-2005,1 and
(b) section 8, Legal affairs, and section 2, General Assembly affairs and conference
services, of the programme budget for the biennium 2004-2005.2

3. The provisions of draft resolution A/C.6/58/L.18 set out in operative
paragraphs 7 and 8 refer also to section 2, General Assembly affairs and conference
services, and section 8, Legal affairs, of the programme budget for the biennium
2004-2005 as well as section 3, Political affairs; section 4, Disarmament; section 5,
Peacekeeping operations; section 9, Economic and social affairs; section 24, Human
rights; section 29B, Office of Programme Planning, Budget and Accounts, and
section 29C, Office of Human Resources Management, of the programme budget for
the biennium 2004-2005. No provision was included in the proposed budgets of the
above-listed sections for the coordination or preparation of the Repertory.
Accordingly, there is no current relationship between the request and the programme
of work.

C. Activities by which the request would be implemented

4. Should the General Assembly adopt draft resolution A/C.6/58/L.18, the
activities required for the implementation of the request under paragraph 2 would be
as follows: the Special Committee would hold its session at Headquarters from 29
March to 8 April 2004. The Secretary-General would accordingly provide the
Special Committee with the necessary facilities and servicing for the performance of
its work.

5. As regards the activities related to the Repertory of Practice of United Nations
Organs referred to in paragraphs 7 and 8 of draft resolution A/C.6/58/L.18, the
Secretary-General in his report entitled “Strengthening of the United Nations: an
agenda for further change” (A/57/387 and Corr.1), in accordance with the goal of
ensuring that the Organization devotes its attention to the priorities set by Member
States and in view of limited resources, indicated in action 10 (d) that the Repertory
should no longer be produced by the United Nations. Accordingly no provision was
included for this purpose in the proposed programme budget for the biennium 2004-
2005.

6. Draft resolution A/C.6/58/L.18 reiterates the mandate based on previous
resolutions, that the Secretariat Departments responsible for section 2, General
Assembly affairs and conference services; section 3, Political affairs; section 4,
Disarmament; section 5, Peacekeeping operations; section 9, Economic and social
affairs; section 24, Human rights; section 29B, Office of Programme Planning,
Budget and Accounts; and section 29C, Office of Human Resources Management,
would also be responsible for preparing Repertory studies on individual articles of
the Charter of the United Nations.

__________________
1 Official Records of the General Assembly Fifty-seventh Session, Supplement No. 6

(A/57/6/Rev.1) and corrigendum (A/57/6/Rev.1/Corr.1).
2 A/58/6 (sect. 8) and A/58/6 (sect. 2).
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7. With reference to section 8, Legal affairs, the activities to be implemented
would include the following:

(a) Preparation of Repertory studies on individual articles of the Charter of
the United Nations;

(b) Coordination of efforts to produce Repertory studies and improve
working methods.

D. Modifications required in the programme of work for 2004-2005

8. In order to reflect the provisions of draft resolution A/C.6/58/L.18, the
narrative of the proposed programme budget for the biennium 2004-2005 for all the
relevant sections would need to be modified so as to amend the outputs already
foreseen in respect of each section. Subject to the decision of the General Assembly
at its fifty-eighth session, the narrative will be incorporated into the final version of
the proposed programme budget for the biennium 2004-2005.

Outputs

Section 2: General Assembly affairs and conference services
Paragraph 2.33 (b)

Under subprogramme 1, General Assembly and Economic and Social Council
affairs, under “other substantive outputs” insert the following:

(ii) Non-recurrent publications: relevant sections of the Repertory of Practice
of United Nations Organs

Subsequent activities would require renumbering.

Section 3: Political affairs
Paragraph 3.41 (b)

For subprogramme 3, Security Council affairs, under “other substantive
activities (regular budget and extrabudgetary)” replace item (i) with the following:

(i) Recurrent publications: the twelfth Supplement to the Repertoire of the
Practice of the Security Council (1993-1995) and relevant sections of the
Repertory of Practice of United Nations Organs.

Section 4: Disarmament
Paragraph 4.38 (b)

Subprogramme 4: Monitoring, database and information under “other
substantive activities (regular budget)” add the following to the end of item (i):

“relevant sections of the Repertory of Practice of United Nations Organs”
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Section 8: Legal affairs
Paragraph 8.39 (b)

Under subprogramme 3, Progressive development and codification of
international law, under “other substantive activities (RB): Recurrent publications”
add the following to the end of item (i):

“relevant sections of the Repertory of Practice of United Nations Organs”

E. Potential for absorption

9. The conference-servicing requirements, at full cost, for the nine-day session in
March and April 2004 are estimated at $275,714. The Meetings Control Section has
already programmed this meeting in the calendar of conferences and meetings for
the biennium 2004-2005; hence, no additional appropriation would be required.

F. Indication of additional requirements

10. As regards the requirements in respect of the Repertory of Practice contained
in operative paragraphs 7 and 8 of draft resolution A/C.6/58/L.18, an additional
amount for each of the sections of the proposed programme budget, as set out in the
table below, would be required.

Additional resource requirements by section for the proposed
programme budget  for the biennium 2004-2005 in respect of the
Repertory of Practice of the United Nations Organs arising from
draft resolution A/C.6/58/L.18

Section Department/Office

2004-2005 estimatesa

(thousands of United
States dollars)

2 Department of General Assembly and Conference Management 590.1

3 Department of Political Affairs 178.3

4 Department of Disarmament Affairs 30.0

5 Department of Peacekeeping Operations 383.3

8 Office of Legal Affairs 82.5

9 Department of Economic and Social Affairs 560.9

24 Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights 410.9

29B Office of Programme Planning, Budget and Accounts 55.5

29C Office of Human Resources Management 66.1

Total 2 357.6

a Estimates are at 2004-2005 rates.

11. Accordingly, should the General Assembly adopt draft resolution
A/C.6/58/L.18, additional requirements in the amount of $2,357,600 (at 2004-
2005 rates) would arise in respect of the programme budget for the biennium
2004-2005.


