United Nations Assi143
\({V/@ Genel‘a] Assernbly Distr.: General
A\s

y 16 June 2003

=77 4 English
Original: Russian

Fifty-eighth session

Request for theinclusion of an item in the provisional
agenda of thefifty-eighth session

Observer statusfor the Eurasan Economic Community in
the General Assembly

Letter dated 11 June 2003 from the representatives of Belarus,
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, the Russian Federation and Tajikistan
to the United Nations addressed to the President of the

General Assembly

In accordance with rule 13 of the rules of procedure of the General Assembly,
we have the honour to request the inclusion in the provisional agenda of the fifty-
eighth session of the General Assembly of an item entitled “Granting of observer
status for the Eurasian Economic Community in the General Assembly”.

The Eurasian Economic Community is an international organization composed
of five member countries and three observer countries. At the present time, a
Russian national, Grigory Alekseevich Rapota, is the senior administrative official
of the Eurasian Economic Community.

In accordance with rule 20 of the rules of procedure of the General Assembly,
an explanatory memorandum (see annex |) and the corresponding draft resolution
(see annex |1) have been attached to this request.
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We should be grateful if you would have this letter circulated as a document of

the General Assembly.

For the Republic of Belarus:
(Signed) Aleg Ivanou

Chargé d’ affaires a.i.

For the Republic of Kazakhstan:
(Signed) Yerzhan Kazykhanov
Permanent Representative

For the Kyrgyz Republic:
(Signed) Kamil Baialinov
Permanent Representative

For the Russian Federation:
(Signed) Sergey Lavrov
Permanent Representative

For the Republic of Tajikistan:

(Signed) Rashid Alimov
Permanent Representative
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Explanatory memorandum

1. The current stage in the development of international relations is characterized
by the increasing political importance of regional and subregional relations and
associations of States. Their activities are multifaceted in nature. In many important
and relevant areas such as international cooperation in the fields of trade, customs
matters, and migration and in the social and humanitarian spheres, there has been a
close interweaving of the efforts undertaken by inter-State associations and the
United Nations. The Eurasian Economic Community (hereafter referred to as
EURASEC or the Community), which is the successor to the Treaty on the Customs
Union and the Single Economic Zone, has confirmed its place among international
organizations.

2. The Community’s tasks are to:
(@) setupacustom’sunion;
(b) establish a single economic zone.

3. EURASEC is composed of the Republic of Belarus, the Republic of
Kazakhstan, the Kyrgyz Republic, the Russian Federation and the Republic of
Tajikistan as member States and Ukraine, the Republic of Armenia and the Republic
of Moldova as observers.

4. In view of the initial results of the activities of EURASEC, it is possible to
speak of real potential for cooperation by the Community and the universal
international organization on the basis of the principles of partnership, shared
participation and complementarity of efforts.

5. In our view, in order to achieve the most effective and optimum level of
cooperation and interaction between EURASEC and the United Nations, their
mutual relations should be consolidated in future on a regular and well-established
basis. The granting of observer status in the General Assembly for the Community
would serve this end. Such a step would make it possible to strengthen in practice
cooperation between EURASEC and the United Nations and expand their mutual
capabilities for assisting efforts to ensure peace, security and cooperation on both a
regional and a global scale.
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Dr aft resolution

Granting of observer status for the Eurasian Economic Community in the
General Assembly

The General Assembly,

Noting the aspiration of the Eurasian Economic Community to intensify its
cooperation with the United Nations,

1. Decidesto invite the Eurasian Economic Community to participate in the
sessions and work of the General Assembly as an observer;

2.  Requests the Secretary-General to take the necessary measures to
implement this resolution.




